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Editorial:

VANA PREMI

The Joyful Path -
“A Journey to Lasting Contentment”

We are all walking through this journey called LIFE. What is important is how we choose to walk through
it. Focus on moving forward, on what creates movement, on what brings you joy, and feels good. Life is a

beautiful gift- lets enjoy the journey!

We know, the Happiness Index, also known as the World
Happiness Report, is an annual report published by the
United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions
Network based on a survey of people living in over 150
countries This study evaluates the general degree of
happiness in more than 150 different countries. The
statisticians’ creation of the ranking is based on data
from the Gallup World Poll as well as a number of
other factors, including GDP and life expectancy. It is a
measure of the happiness and well-being of people in
different countries around the world.

The data is collected and analyzed by a team of experts
from various fields, including economics, psychology,
and public health. The report is meant to provide
policymakers and governments with insights on how to
improve the well-being of their citizens.

The first World Happiness Report was published in
2012 and has been published annually ever since. The
2022 World Happiness Report ranked Finland as the
happiest country in the world for the fourth year in a row,
followed by Denmark, Iceland, and the Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Sweden, Israel, New Zealand. India
now holds the 136th place among the 150 nations
in the World Happiness Index 2023 (which will be
released in 2023). The report has been used by some
governments as a tool for policymaking. When “Gross
National Happiness” measure is adopted in the survey,
(which considers factors such as cultural diversity,
environmental conservation, and good governance, in
addition to economic indicators) Bhutan came out with

- Tracey Smith.

flying colours. But why are we not faring well despite
phenomenal development in every field?

Happiness is a feeling that everyone seeks. It is
something that most people desire to have in their lives,
but sometimes it can be difficult to recognize when we
are truly happy. We often associate happiness with
external factors such as success, wealth, or material
possessions, but true happiness is an internal state of
being that is not dependent on these things.

When we are happy, we feel content and satisfied
with our lives. We are not constantly searching for
something more or something better. We appreciate
what we have and feel grateful for it. We are at peace
with ourselves and our circumstances. Happy people
tend to have a positive outlook on life. They focus on
the good things and are not weighed down by negativity
or pessimism. They see challenges as opportunities for
growth and are able to find meaning and purpose in
their experiences.

One of the hallmarks of happiness is the ability to enjoy
the present moment. Happy people are not constantly
dwelling on the past or worrying about the future. They
are fully engaged in what they are doing right now and
are able to find joy and pleasure in even the simplest
things. Did you observe the little kids? They always
live in the present and hence are the great teachers!
Believe me, | learn every day from my grandchildren!!

Human beings are social creatures, and we thrive
on connection and relationships. Happy people feel
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connected to others and have strong social networks.
They have meaningful relationships with family and
friends and feel supported and loved. They feel a sense
of accomplishment and fulfillment when they are able to
pursue their goals and make progress towards them.

When we are happy, we experience positive emotions
such as joy, excitement, and contentment. We feel a
sense of inner peace and calm, and our minds are free
from worry and anxiety. Happiness is not just an
emotional state; it also has a physical and mental
component. Happy people tend to be healthier overall,
with lower rates of chronic diseases such as heart
disease, diabetes, and depression. They take care of
their bodies and minds through healthy habits such as
exercise, good nutrition, and mindfulness practices.
We can cultivate happiness and recognize when
we are truly happy. Remember, happiness is not a
destination; it is a journey that we can all undertake
with purpose and intention!

Why people find joy in amassing wealth? The
relationship between wealth and happiness is a
complex and often debated topic. On the one hand,
having financial security can certainly contribute to
a sense of happiness and well-being. On the other
hand, studies have shown that beyond a certain point,
increasing wealth does not necessarily lead to greater
happiness. So, is wealth an indicator of happiness?
The answer is not a simple yes or no.

Wealth can be an indicator of happiness to some
extent, but it is not a guarantee. Once our basic
needs are met, other factors such as lifestyle, social
comparison, control, and purpose become more
important. True happiness comes from a combination
of external factors such as wealth and internal factors
such as our mindset, values, and relationships. The
way we compare ourselves to others can also influence
how we feel about our wealth and happiness. If we are
constantly comparing ourselves to those who have
more money and possessions, we may feel unhappy
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and dissatisfied with what we have. However, if we
focus on our own values and goals, we may find that
we are content with our current financial situation.

Can our religion influence our happiness and
wellbeing? Religion has always been an integral part
of human society, providing guidance, purpose, and
meaning to individuals’ lives. Religion serves as a
source of comfort, peace, and security to its adherents,
instilling in them a sense of happiness, contentment,
and purpose. However, the extent to which religion
brings these benefits to individuals’ lives remains a
contentious issue. Some people believe that being
religious is essential for a fulfilling and happy life, while
others argue that it is unnecessary.

Numerous studies have investigated the relationship
between religion and happiness, contentment, and
security, and the findings have been mixed. Some
studies have suggested that religious people are
generally happier and more satisfied with their lives
than non-religious individuals. For instance, a study
published in the Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology found that individuals who attend religious
services regularly tend to have higher levels of life
satisfaction than those who do not. Similarly, a study
conducted by the Pew Research Center found that
religious people tend to be happier and more satisfied
with their lives than their non-religious counterparts.

However, not all studies have found a positive
relationship between religion and happiness. Some
studies have suggested that religion may have a
negative impact on mental health, particularly if
individuals feel pressured or obligated to adhere to
religious principles. For example, a study published in
the Journal of Affective Disorders found that individuals
who reported feeling a lot of pressure to adhere
to religious beliefs tended to have higher levels of
depression and anxiety. Furthermore, not all religious
traditions and practices have the same impact on
individuals’ well-being. Some studies have suggested
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that certain religious practices, such as prayer and
meditation, may have a more significant impact on
happiness and contentment than others. For example,
a study published in the Journal of Religion and Health
found that individuals who reported engaging in daily
prayer or meditation tended to have higher levels of life
satisfaction and happiness.

Religion is supposed to be a source of peace, love, and
harmony. However, in recent years, we have seen an
alarming increase in religious intolerance and hatred
towards other religions. The growing hatred towards
other religions is a cause for concern. It is essential
that we take steps to promote greater tolerance and
understanding between different religious communities.
This involves promoting interfaith dialogue and
education, challenging hate speech and misinformation,
and promoting economic and social equality. By
working together, we can create a more peaceful and
harmonious world where people of different faiths can
coexist peacefully.

The rise of social media has also contributed to the
spread of religious hatred. Social media platforms have
provided a platform for hate speech, misinformation,
and the spread of extremist views. It has become easier
for individuals to find like-minded people who share
their beliefs, creating echo chambers that reinforce
extremist views and perpetuate hatred towards other
religions. It is a pity that the highly educated and retired
people too are falling prey in spreading hatred in the
society. Political and economic factors can also play
a role in the rise of religious hatred. In some cases,
politicians and governments have used religion as
a tool to gain power or suppress dissent. Economic
disparities can also contribute to social unrest, which
can lead to the scapegoating of religious minorities.
Social media companies have a responsibility to
monitor and remove content that promotes hatred and
intolerance towards other religions. Governments can
also play a role in promoting responsible social media
use by implementing laws and regulations that hold
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Another important aspect is happiness at workplace.
Many people spend a significant portion of their lives
at work, so finding happiness and satisfaction in their
jobs is important for their overall well-being. When
we enjoy the work we do, we are more likely to feel
happy and fulfilled. Having positive relationships
with your colleagues can make work more enjoyable
and less stressful. One should try to connect with his
co-workers and build relationships based on mutual
respect and support. Setting realistic expectations and
goals can help us feel a sense of accomplishment and
satisfaction in our work. We should make sure your
goals are achievable and focus on making progress
rather than perfection. Learning new skills and taking
on new challenges can increase job satisfaction and
happiness. Look for opportunities to grow and develop
in one’s current job or consider pursuing additional
education or training. Practicing gratitude can help us
appreciate the positive aspects of our job and find joy
in work.

How to be happy once you are retired? Retirement can
be a time of great joy and relaxation, but it can also
be a challenging transition for some people who could
not plan properly. Physical activity is important for
maintaining physical and mental health in retirement.
Whether it's taking daily walks, participating in group
fitness classes, or practicing yoga, find an activity that
you enjoy and make it a regular part of your routine.

Enjoying time with your spouse in old age can be a
fulfilling and rewarding experience. Communication is
important for maintaining a strong relationship at any
age, but it becomes even more important in old age.
Try to communicate regularly with your spouse, sharing
your thoughts, feelings, and experiences. Make time to
spend quality time together, whether it's taking a walk,
going out to dinner, or watching a movie. Make an effort
to do activities that you both enjoy and that allow you to
connect with each other. Celebrate special occasions
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and milestones together, such as anniversaries or
birthdays. Make these events memorable by doing
something special or creating a new tradition.

Retirement can provide an opportunity to explore new
hobbies or rekindle old passions. Whether it's painting,
gardening, or playing an instrument, find something that
brings you joy and pursue it regularly. Learning new
skills and taking classes can provide mental stimulation
and a sense of purpose in retirement. Consider taking
a language class, attending a cooking workshop, or
learning a new technology skill.

Stay connected with friends and family; maintaining
social connections is important for happiness and well-
being in retirement. Make an effort to stay in touch
with friends and family members, join social clubs or
groups, and volunteer in your community. Retirement
provides an opportunity to travel and explore new
places. Whether it's a road trip across the country or
a trip abroad, travel can provide a sense of adventure
and excitement. Practicing gratitude can help you
appreciate the positive aspects of retirement and find
joy in your new lifestyle. Take time each day to reflect
on what you are grateful for, whether it's your health,
your family, or your newfound free time.

Retirement can also bring challenges such as loss of
loved ones, health issues, loneliness, depression, or
financial difficulties. If you are struggling, don’t hesitate
to seek help from a professional or support group. Try
to be busy always. If you are lucky enough to be with
your family, focus on spending quality time with your
children (/ grandchildren). Put away distractions like
phones or other devices and engage with them fully.
Play games, do puzzles, build towers, or read books
together. Playtime is an excellent way to bond with
your children and create happy memories. Take your
children on adventures, explore nature, or teach them
anew hobby or skill. Sharing new experiences can be a
fun way to connect with your children and create lasting
memories.
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Listen to your grandchildren’s stories and be interested
in their lives. Take time to understand their likes,
dislikes, and interests. Grandchildren feel valued and
loved when they are heard and understood. Show your
grandchildren that you love them through your actions
and words. Hug them, tell them you love them, and
show interest in their lives. Love and affection create
a sense of security and happiness for grandchildren.
Being a grandparent requires patience. It takes time to
build a relationship with your grandchildren, and they
may have different personalities or interests than you
and remember that the time you spend with them is
priceless. Remember, being a grandparent is a gift,
and it's essential to enjoy the time you have with your
grandchildren. Keep an open heart, a positive attitude,
and cherish every moment.

So, now do you want to know the secret of
happiness? -Read on..

"l need a room”, the lady in her late 60’s said
to the owner of old Age home.

“Yes sure, ma’am! But there is a problem, we have just
one room left and that is on the topmost floor of the
building”, the man replied. The lady in an exhilarated
tone replied. “Oh, that's great! | will take it".

“But, Ma’am, unlike for other rooms- even the service
to your room is very limited, - maids hate taking the
trouble of climbing so many stairs, you know!”

“Wonderful! That's suits my peaceful enjoyment with
my books.” Confused with her expression, the man
thought, how come a room at the top floor of the
building, with bare minimal service, is good for a lady
who is in her late 70's.

Since the lady was finding it difficult to walk, the man
decided to escort her to the room. On the way towards
the room, the man compassionately said to the lady, |
am sorry, the room is towards the south most corner of
the building and we have to walk all the way till there”.
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To that the lady replied, “Oh, the south most corner! |
like it, there is no problem in walking.”

Puzzled by her reply, the man thought, what is so good
of the south most corner of the building which is not
good about the north most corner. As he opens the
door of the room, he continues, “I am sorry again, the
room is just 4 feet by 10 feet, congested space for a
comfortable stay.”

The lady excitedly says, “I love the room son! 4 X 10 is
more than enough for me. Thank you so much for all
your generosities!”

This time the man could not control his temptation to
ask the lady, “What is wrong with you ma’am! You said
you had no problem with the room being at topmost floor
of building, then you said you like south most corner

You 're Not Just Raising Your Son, You're Raising
Somebody’s Husband And Somebody’s Father.
Raise Your Sonsto Be Good Men.
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and now you are saying the room size is more than
enough for you? Can't you see there is unhappiness
everywhere?

To that, she calmly replies- “Happiness is a choice that
| make with myself! | can't let the things going outside
me, affect my happiness. So, it does not matter to me
what happens outside, until and unless I have calmness
and serenity inside, | am happy!

And that my friend, is the secret to happiness. Your
happiness lies within you. Your world is within you. keep
it clean and without any animosity. Keep it beautiful”

| hope you woke up with joy and excitement in your
heart! God Bless you, my friends and love you all!

- Mohd. Thayyab

Ars
THIS S FOR YoU
poTH

D. Nagabhushanam, IFS.,(Retd.)
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“Mushayera”

Mohammad Ahsan, IFs,(Retd.)

Now it was two hours past midnight. Despite the
warm days in that late March of 2010, the night had
turned chilly, and one felt like having a blanket around.
Pradeep Bhai and | had managed to grab two plastic
chairs in the right corner of the first row, where we had
made ourselves comfortable for the last four hours. And
in between we had consumed about a dozen cups of
tea in those stereo foam cups. The tea was not to our
taste, yet it was good enough to fight my anxiety.

Despite the chief organizer's urgings, | had, in the
very beginning, refused to sit on the stage with other
poets. | always loath this system of making the poets
sit on the stage with all those round-cylindrical cushions
behind their back, and audience sitting in the front on
chairs. The stage, to me, always looks like a cattle fair
where the cattle are on display for sale. The second
shortcoming of the system, again as to my personal
perception, is about the difficulty a reciting poet faces
while thanking simultaneously to the audience in the
front and the crowd of fellow poets behind at their
appreciation of his poetry. The reciting poet with every
note of applause from both the quarters gestures
with his right hand and bows his head in ‘aadaab’,
‘shukriya’, ‘inaayet’, ‘duaaen’ etc in quick succession
both for those in front and behind. His problem is he
cannot ignore either of the two quarters. Both are

| had requested the chief organizer, a local politician,
on whose repeated requests | had gone there to
participate in that mushayera, that he sees to it that |
be called in the beginning for the recitation. | wished to
be quickly off the ritual and be back home to Lucknow. |
knew it would take at least two hours to reach Lucknow
from Sultanpur.
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The chief organizer had probably forgotten my request
in the rush of things. | realized this thing quite late and
reminded him - who like a gush of wind was here and
there, yet nowhere - by a set of signals and gestures.
He gestured back to say he was doing his best. Then
again after some time, | communicated to him through
an errand on a slip of paper. The slip probably never
reached him. Then | managed to send another slip,
which too in all probability got lost somewhere on its
way to chief organizer. | tried his mobile phone which
announced he was ‘out of reach’. The compere was
inviting poets after poets for recitation with a bombastic
introduction of them.

Now it was in the air that most of the poets had already
recited their ‘kalaam’, except one or two, plus a star
poet, a bumper crowd puller, whose theatrics were loved
by the crowd, and whose ‘kalaam’ was the guarantee of
the success of any mushayera. It was almost clear to
me, now | was not to be invited. The local and lesser-
known poets are always called in the beginning, and
here the mushayera was almost at the end. | was not a
lesser-known poet. | was an unknown poet. The thought
gave me a sense of rejoicing. My tensed nerves all of
a sudden relaxed, and my nervousness disappeared. |
released a sigh of relief.

| said to Pradeep Bhai, ‘Pradeep Bhai, let us have
another quick cup of tea, and rush back to Lucknow. It
is 2.30 AM in the morning.’

By the time tea was over, another poet had finished
his recitation with loads of applause from the audience.
| rose to leave, but here was something the compere
was saying on mike that sounded like a crude bomb
blast to my ears.
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The genesis of this bomb blast lay in one of those days,
about a fortnight back, when probably | had gone out of
my wits, and acquiesced to attending this mushayera
as a poet. This inadvertent decision was more out of
a wish to honor the request of an old politician friend
than gratifying any of my own wish to recite in some
high- profile mushayera. Reciting some odd poetry then
and now was not new to me, but | was more of a poet
of smaller private gatherings, drawing- room kind, than
of open mushayeras where huge motley crowd gathers
to listen to poets of name and fame. Moreover, | was
a poet of free verses, whereas in mushayeras, crowd
as well the purists of poetry hate to listen to this kind of
poetry. | had tried to explain all this to this political friend
but he had kept persisting, and then finally | had to say,
‘well, ok, | would be coming there.’ The day of proposed
mushayera happened to be a Sunday, so there was not
much excuse of office either.

In the beginning, it all looked fine. However, as the
Sunday of mushayera appeared approaching | felt a
kind of nervousness was taking me over. As few more
days passed, | was struck by a feeling of melancholy,
and | do not know what made me remember the good
old mushayera-free days of my life. | guess this must be
the same feeling one is captured with while being taken
to exile. On Saturday, | seriously wished to fall sick and
skip the mushayera on that account. But as the rules of
providence are, death and iliness never take you over
when you desire them most.

And then from the ashes of times rose the Sunday
morning. The heart was heavy with the thought that in
the evening | have to go to Sultanpur and participate
in that mushayera as a poet. There was no escape,
except if there could be an earthquake or some other
disaster affecting Lucknow or Sultanpur. The things
looked inevitable. As the morning turned into noon, this
inevitability further deepened.

To fight this inevitability, | decided to take some quick
measures. | called my driver Siyapal and told him that
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we would be going to Sultanpur in the evening and
would be back as quickly as possible. Then | telephoned
the local Forest Officer at Sultanpur, and told him that |
would be coming there and like to discuss a few official
matters with him. He requested me to have dinner at his
place to which | agreed. Then | telephoned my friend
Pradeep Bhai, a senior journalist, and requested him
to accompany me to Sultanpur to which he consented.
Now, once the logistics were taken care of, | had to
concentrate on what to recite there in the mushayera.

| dug some of my poetry files on my personal computer
and shortlisted about a dozen poems. In the final round
of selection, my choice fell on three of them — ‘shayer
ki baat', ‘Bush sahib ka mughalta’ and ‘naya raasta’.
They were little longer and could occupy the space of
5-7 minutes each. Then | made a mental note of the
sequence in which | would recite them if | had to recite
more than one. | decided, the sequence might also be
changed depending upon the time and mood of the
audience, although my strongest preference was ‘Bush
sahib ka mughlta’. | took out the printouts of all the
three poems, closed my room from all sides, rehearsed
their recitation in a low but firm voice, and tucked them
into my pocket. By the time | started for Sultanput in
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the evening, | had almost committed to ‘Bush sahib ka
mughalta’.

Mushayeras in India are a mandatory nocturnal affair.
So, after having my dinner at the residence of local
Forest Officer when | reached the venue of mushayera
at about 10 PM, the mushayera was yet to start. |
located the chief organizer, a local politician, and an
ex-minister on whose request | had gone there, and to
whom organizing a mushayera was an annual ritual.
He was busy taking care of outstation poets. There
was a small pandaal in the side of main mushayera
pandaal, where some poets were enjoying themselves
with hefty dinner. Beside this pandaal was another
smaller pandaal, where some other poets were helping
themselves to some alcoholic beverages, supposed
to be essential ingredient of good poetry. The chief
organizer offered dinner and drinks to us too which we
politely declined.

Gradually the audience had started gathering in the
big pandaal, and the poets taking their place on stage,
their back on the round cylindrical cushions. The Chief
Guest of the mushayera was a poetry- loving police
officer, and compere a hoarse- voiced professional,
an old horse of Urdu literary circles of Lucknow. The
chief organizer asked me too, to be on the stage but
| preferred sitting in the first row among audience. |
assured him that as soon as my name was called, |
would present myself on the mike at the stage.
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And now four hours and about a dozen cups of tea after,
when I had almost lost interest in the proceedings, and
rather happy for not being called for recitation, and on
the verge of leaving, here was resonating a crude bomb
blast into my ears in the shape of compere’s voice. He
was saying on the mike,

‘Now | call (not invite) Mr. Ahsaan (name wrongly
pronounced), who is a very senior officer in the forest
department, to come to the stage and read something.’

It was obvious, the chief organizer had failed, or had
not thought it necessary, to brief the compere about
me; and thus in compere’s knowledge my linkages to
the world of poetry solely rested upon my existence
as a senior forest officer in the forest department, and
maybe in his wisdom and fancy imagination | was some
henchman of the ex-minister to whom ex minister was
bestowing a favor. In other words, my only claim to be
there in the august gathering of poets was my being a
government officer whom the ex-minister was familiar
with.

This kind of my introduction to the audience at 2.30 AM
in the morning jolted whatever feeble confidence | had
for the occasion. | climbed up the stairs to the stage
with shaking legs, salaamed the Chief Guest and some
other poets falteringly, reached the mike in one corner
of the stage, and held it hard.
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| was already committed to reading of poem ‘Bush
shahib ka mughalta.’ In my own eyes poem was one of
my best, written in the backdrop of Iraq war, describing
the civilizational conflicts between West and East,
extolling the deep-rooted spirituality of the people of
East, exposing the American hypocrisy about humanity
(citing examples from the history), unearthing their
greed for cheap oil under the garb of peace etc etc.

Since it was already very late, | limited myself only
to the title of the poem, and with only a few words of
introduction about the poem, and with formal permission
of Chief Guest, started reading it.

For about a minute or so, the reading went on smoothly,
and then | heard the first catcall from the hindquarters
of the audience, then another, then another. Now it
became a regular feature. After about another minute,
someone almost shouted from the crowd, ‘finish it
little quickly.” After another minute, | saw audience
almost restless, although few ‘waah’, ‘wonderful’ type
of appreciations too were heard from certain sporadic
quarters, but they were in absolute minority. | knew, at
this late hour in the night, the rural (gasbai) audience
were hardly interested in the civilizational conflicts
between East and West, or deep rooted spirituality
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of the East. They were simply interested in the
performance of the star poet, a theatrical acrobat, for
whom they had waited so long.

| finished the poem as quickly as | could, thanked the
audience in almost a moribund voice, salaamed the
gentlemen poets on the stage, climbed down the stairs,
grabbed the hand of Pradeep Bhai, and said, ‘let's go
back.’

Pradeep Bhai, in a sympathetic voice said, ‘but you
should not mind, it happens sometimes.’

By the time we entered into the city limits of Lucknow,
dawn had already spread its wings. | dropped Pradeep
Bhai at his house, thanked him for his nice company,
and proceeded to my own official residence A4, Forest
Colony, 17 Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, to catch a few
hours’ sleep.

In the daytime, two things happened.

At about 11AM, I called my PA Anil Pande in the office
and said, ‘ | had taken the official car to Sultanpur, you
find out from driver Siyapal the distance to and fro, and
let me know how much | have to pay as per the existing
government provisions, and make sure the money is
deposited into the government treasury.’

‘But sir, | was under the impression, you had gone on
some official purpose.” Anil Pande said.

‘I had gone on official purpose, but now | have changed
my mind." | said to him. Anil was for a long moment
stood mystified, and then silently went back into the
antechamber meant for PA.

| wished | could say to Anil, ‘the fact of the matter is |
hate myself for being hooted at government expenses.’

After some time, | had a call on my mobile phone from
an unknown number. Someone said,

‘Sir, are you Mohammad Ahsan sahib speaking? ‘Yes,
['am.’ | said.

Contd.. on page No.15
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Dr B. Raghotham Rao Desal, IFs (Retd.)

“When diet is wrong, medicine is of no use and when
diet is right, medicine is of no need” .
- An old Ayurvedic proverb

Preamble:

Throughout the play (King Richard IlI), it is interesting
to note that Shakespeare uses the imagery of birds and
animals to describe Richard (who is Duke of Gloucester
or Gloster, brother of King Edward, and the future King
Richard Ill). He is depicted as the one who “could not
prove a lover” and hence decided to spend his time as
a villain” ---- to become a king and get the crown, never
hesitating to do anything, even prepared to scheme &
plot against everyone at court (including his own family
members). On every page of the play, there have been
clues to his and his elder brother Edward’s character.

A major feature of Richard's language, if a keen
observation is made, has double-meanings quite
too often ---- listeners hear one thing, but he means
something else! For example, at one stage he says
“Brother, farewell”, we hear it as a friendly voice in all
probability but he means “Goodbye forever because
you'll soon be dead!” He makes some of the curses
and several prophecies (made during the course of the
play) come true in bitterly ironic ways, and the soliloquy
he delivers towards the end of a scene offers many
opportunities to explore his wicked revelations through
a range of dramatic choices. Richard could only see
through his lens his own desires!

Reference to a scourge:
We all know every Shakespeare’s play will be

having several quotable quotes. Similarly, we come
across in the very 1% Scene of Act-1 of this drama ‘O!

In commemoration of World Health Day (7" of April):
Was the scourge of Diabetes diagnosed
during Shakespeare’s times?
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he hath kept an evil diet long’, suggesting that for a long
time someone had lived wildly ----

[Enter Lord Hastings.

Gloster: What news abroad?

Hastings: No news so bad abroad as this at home: -
The king is sickly, weak, and melancholy,

And his physicians fear him mightily.

Gloster: Now, by St. Paul, that news is bad indeed.
0! he hath kept an evil diet long,

And over much consum’d his royal person:

‘T is very grievous to be thought upon.

What, is he in his bed?

Hastings: He is

Gloster: Go you before, and I will follow] Exit: Hastings.

Diabetes, as understood today, may have been
unknown in William Shakespeare’s time, but the disease
did exist in ‘16" & 17" century England’ ---- afflicting the
wealthy and mighty, who ate sumptuously (or long or
over much) rich food and wallowed in idle luxury, as
had been observed by the Bard of Avon (and made
one of his main characters clearly speak as above).
Today (in the 21% century) the said ‘so-called rich man’s
disease afflicts the poorest of the poor population too,
partly because of ignorance (to prevent it)and partly
due to poverty (which causes consumption of cheap,
unhealthy food, devoid of any nutritious values), when
they ignore eating as much vegetables that grow above
the ground (such as cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage,
brussels, sprouts, asparagus, zucchini, eggplant,
olives, spinach, mushrooms, lettuce, avocado, onions,
peppers and tomatoes).
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Fact file:

Gravitation to cities from villages has obviously
led to lifestyles promoting diabetes (and several other
diseases) as the habit of eating wholesome unpolished
grains (at one time) has been switched over to highly
refined cereals, accentuated by the temptations to
buy ‘fast foods/packed foods & fancy beverages. As a
result, it has taken heavy toll of a vast population across
length and breadth of the country. Further, sedentary-
lifestyles, highly processed foods, deplorable snacking
habits and lack of exercise contributed in no small
measure and made everyone (in urban communities in
particular) more susceptible to such life-threatening &
cruel diseases.

Diabetes being a disease that occurs when blood
sugar or blood glucose, which is the main source of
energy coming from food one eats, becomes too high
---- it is no doubt preventable by a well formulated
low carbohydrate and undergoing affordable, needy
treatment’. Itis a disease of the pancreas, which produce
a substance called insulin ---- a magic ingredient that
balances the sugar, in one’s bloodstream. The three
macronutrients in our diet are proteins, carbohydrates,
and fats, with the latter two being primarily used as fuel.
Whether we use fat or carbohydrates for fuel depends
on insulin. When someone eats pure carbohydrates,
there is a substantial increase in insulin — as it is
elevated, the body starts to use or get more of its
energy from carbohydrates, constant high blood sugars
making the cells in our body resistant to the regulatory
action of insulin. As long as the body has high insulin,
there is no way for it to retrieve the fat and use it for
energy. One should eat healthy fats from avocado and
nuts (such as almonds, walnuts, Brazil nuts, hazel nuts
and macadamia nuts). Cook with healthy oils and fats
(like butter, olive oil, and coconut oil). Berries such as
strawberries, raspberries, blackberries, and blueberries
are the most suitable fruit. One can also have dairy
products. And when it is insufficiently produced in the
body, the blood-sugar-level rises ---- such elevated-
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levels gradually destroying vital organs like the kidneys,
and heart, in addition to damaging entire nervous
system. In turn, the blood vessels too get damaged,
resulting in loss of vision, loss of sensation, and God
forbid, even worse ---- a cruel disease, which slowly
destroys the body and mind of the victim. Even when
hereditary issues threaten its occurrence, it could be
prevented by leading a disciplined-life of good & healthy
(fat diet) eating-habits, proper exercises, and other
preventive measures. The worst victims are children,
who are fed on harmful fare, in their growing years ----
their working-parents finding it easier to feed them on
‘trashy fast foods’, are in effect: preparing fertile-ground
for serious health problems in later life, like diabetes.
Cheap, greasy fare, combined with sugary drinks,
having become the staple food (when time, effort and
money are scare commodities).

In India alone, nearly a crore adult (i.e, around
10% of the adult populace) are said to have been
affected, out of 7.5 crore totally affected, many more
being not diagnosed ---- people migrating in drones to
cities being potential victims to their lifestyle changes
abruptly, be it their eating habits and be it their modes
of travel. When natural nourishment is replaced by
refined foods, when hand labour (in fields) is replaced
by sedentary office-work, or when healthy walking
is replaced by automation, it is an open invitation
to diseases like diabetes ---- a disease that robs the
country of its human as well as financial resource. It
has necessarily to be fought on war footing and rescue
our country which has dubious distinction of being the
diabetic capital of the world.

Conclusion:

| feel truly that diet must be the ‘first line of
treatment’ for diabetes, and it is so simple to follow.
When the body does not make insulin, the immune
system attacks and destroys the cells in pancreas that
make insulin, and people have to take insulin on daily
basis to stay alive. In addition to the health problems
as cited above (viz., heart disease, kidney disease, eye
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problems & nerve damage), other ailments also may
be possible such as strokes, dental disease and foot
problems ---- depending on the types of diabetes one
may be afflicted (such as typel, type2, gestational,
monogenic and cystic fibrosis). Hence one should
be extremely cautious, as it can literally affect every
single vital organ of the body. An infusion of Vit. C (like
taking 500mg oral vit. C tablets twice a day for, say, six
months) in the diet helps diabetics control blood sugar
levels which can be got confirmed from HbA1C test (an
accurate measurement).

Having commenced the article with a quote
from Shakespeare, it won't perhaps be inappropriate
to finally conclude by telling a thing or two in a para
what a wondrous companion he is through his
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effervescent writing, establishing the endless possibility
of intellectual discourse ---- as initiator of discursive
practices, whereby his unique relevance still endures!
His influence across cultures being prodigious, he
portrayed fundamental human themes such as honesty,
greed, jealousy, guilt, grief, betrayal, joy ---- that change
little over the ages and there being no human emotion
that he hadn’t brought alive. If Romeo was a relentless
romancer rather than a lover faithful unto death, Hamlet
was indecisive rather than humanity in general (played
with contradictions in life), while Lady Macbeth was an
ambitious woman who would not stop at any rather
than representing the relationship between generated
power. His universality is born of his remarkable
perspicacity in laying bare human nature at its best and
its worst!

(e author belongs to Karnataka Cadre, who happens to be the Chief Editor of ‘Vana Vikas', a Quarterly.
Feedback- mobile: 9886157158 and email: vanavikas@gmail.com).

Despite a hectic lifestyle or a tiring career, we always enjoy the fun-filled

moments, inadvertent practical jokes that creep. Though you are not aregular

writer, we are sure you wish to share these joyous incidents with your close

associates. We are here to enjoy it too. Natural-born writers cannot help

themselves to pen it immediately; if they are not writing, they are thinking

about writing. You too can do it for everyone here! Please share these minor

incidents with Vana Premi readers.

Continuation from page No.12

The voice at the other end was saying," Sir, my name is
Aziz Siddiqui, | am publisher of a fortnightly magazine
‘Urdu Adab', last night you left the dais in such a hurry,
| had to get your number from the chief organizer, you
read such a wonderful poem, what a beauty it was, how
profound the thoughts, the only thing that went wrong

was it was read to the wrong audience at a wrong
time, Sir, | wish to publish this poem of yours in my
magazine, when can | meet you?’

In the afternoon Anil Pande said to me, ‘Sir, it is Rs
2276/-

(e author is former PCCF& HOFF, UP: Editor, Reminiscences of SORFO (Society of Retired Forest O cers,
Uttar Pradesh & Uttarakhand) a poet, a photographer and author of many books. He can be contacted over phone:

+91 9415409325 and Email: ahsaanluck@gmail.com)
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(Continued from the previous issue)

For easy reference FAQ on wetlands are collated and
given below:

1. Whatis awetland?

Wetland is a place where water covers the soil
or is near the soil surface for varying periods of time
during the year. It is a generic term that includes a
wide variety of habitats of various types such as lakes,
marshes, swamps, estuaries, tidal flats, river flood
plains, mangroves, and even rice fields.

2. How s it defined?

There are many definitions and classifications
in use for wetlands. These have been developed in
response to the different needs of different countries
by considering the main biophysical features (such as
vegetation, landform, water regime, salinity, etc.), and
the variety and size of wetlands in the locality or region
being considered.

The Ramsar Convention defines wetlands as
“areas of marsh, fen, peatlands or water, whether
natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water
that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water, the depth of which at low tide
does not exceed six meters”. This definition is very
broad and includes ponds, water storage areas, low-
tide coastal zones, and all human-made sites such as
fishponds, rice paddies, reservoirs, and salt pans.

India uses the most widespread definition of
wetlands: Lands transitional between terrestrial and
aquatic ecosystems where the water table is usually at
or near the surface or the land is covered by shallow
water,
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FAQ on Wetlands and the Law

R. Hemanth Kumar, Irs.

3. Why is such a broad definition of wetlands
needed?

The broad definition reflects the purpose and the global
scale of the Ramsar Convention (an international treaty
for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands)
and gives the contracting parties greater scope and
flexibility for ensuring compatibility between national,
supranational/regional, and international wetland
conservation efforts.

4. With no fixed definition worldwide, what
characteristics define a wetland?

To be called a wetland, the area must be filled or
soaked with water, for at least part of the year. The
water in wetlands can be salty, fresh, or brackish (a
mixture of salt and fresh water). The three essential
characteristics that wetlands share is

1. Hydrology: An abundance of water. Prolonged
saturation is what creates a wetland

2. Hydrophytes: The wetland vegetation or plants
which have special adaptations for life in
permanently- or seasonally-saturated soils

3. Hydric soils: The saturated soil that forms
distinctive, visible characteristics

5. What is Ramsar Convention?

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an
intergovernmental treaty with more than 150 member
countries that deals with conservation aspects of inland
waters and near-shore coastal areas. It provides a
framework for voluntary international cooperation for
wetland conservation. It is not, however, a regulating
entity and does not impose restrictions on nations and
landowners. It is named after the city of Ramsar in Iran
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where the convention was signed on February 2, 1971,
and came into force on December 21, 1975.

6. What is the objective of the Ramsar Convention?
Its mission is “the conservation and wise use of all
wetlands through local, regional, and national actions
and international cooperation as a contribution towards
achieving sustainable development throughout the
world”.

7. How many countries have joined this
convention? What are the obligations of countries
that join the Ramsar Convention?

There are 169 member countries inthe convention.
The obligations of the countries that join the convention
are;

> Designate wetlands for inclusion in the List of
Wetlands of International Importance

» Promote, as far as possible, the wise use of
wetlands in their territory

> Promote international cooperation, especially with
regard to transboundary wetlands, shared water
systems, and shared species

» Create wetland reserves

8. IsIndia a part of this convention?

India joined the convention on February 1, 1982.
When a country accedes to the convention, it must
designate at least one wetland site as a Wetland of
International Importance or Ramsar site. In 1981,
Chilika lake in Odisha has designated the first Indian
wetland of international importance under the Ramsar
Convention.

9. What are Ramsar sites? How can these be
identified?

Ramsar sites are wetlands of international
importance  designated  under the  Ramsar
Convention. To be designated as a Ramsar site, the
nominated wetland must fufill at least one of the nine
criteria designated by the Ramsar Convention.

10. How many Ramsar sites does India have?
We currently have 75 sites designated as Wetlands
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of International Importance with a surface area of
13,26,677 hectares.

11. What are the different types of wetlands?

The Ramsar classification system for types of
wetlands is:

o Marine/coastal wetlands: coral reefs, shores,
lagoons, etc.

o Inland wetlands: freshwater springs, creeks,
marshes, etc.

o Human-made wetlands:
irrigated land, canals, etc.

Aguaculture  ponds,

12. Why are wetlands important?

Wetlands are of immense value to us, in terms of
the social, environmental, and cultural services they
provide. They help in water storage, flood mitigation,
shoreline stabilization, groundwater recharge, water
purification, and even stabilization of local climate,
particularly in terms of temperature and rainfall. They
are the world's water filters that trap pollutants in
their soils, transform dissolved nitrogen into nitrogen
gas, and break down suspended solids to neutralize
harmful bacteria. They are the link between land and
water, home to some of the most productive and unique
ecosystems on earth. They are important feeding,
breeding, and drinking areas for wildlife, wildfow!, and a
complex and important food web.

13. What
degradation?

Wetland loss may be defined as the loss of a
wetland area, due to the conversion of wetland to non-
wetland areas as a result of human activity. Wetland
degradation, on the other hand, is the impairment of
wetland functions as a result of human activity

14. What are the threats to wetlands?

The factors that threaten wetlands commonly
are pollution, agriculture and aquaculture, human
settlements, human intrusion and disturbance,
transportation and service corridors, invasive and
problematic species and genes, climate change, and

are wetland loss and wetland
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severe weather and geological events. Encroachment,
siltation, weed infestation, dam construction, landfilling,
and using it as sewage dumps are some other factors
that affect wetlands.

15. Which is the regulating body governing
wetlands in India and what are the rules?

For the conservation of lakes and wetlands, the
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC) has been implementing two
separate Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), namely
the National Wetlands Conservation Programme
(NWCP) and the National Lake Conservation Plan
(NLCP). To avoid overlap and promote better synergies,
both schemes have been merged in February 2013 into
anew scheme called the National Plan for Conservation
of Aquatic Eco-systems (NPCA).

The Wetlands (Conservation and Management)
Rules, 2010, were notified by the MoEF&CC and
came into force on December 2, 2010, to ensure
better conservation and management, and to prevent
the degradation of existing wetlands in India. Revised
Wetland (Conservation and Management) Rules
2017 have been promulgated by the ministry in place
of Rules 2010.

16. Is there a database of wetlands in India?
Wetlands have been identified across the country
and a publication, National Wetland Atlas compiles the
updated database and status of wetlands in an atlas
format. Here a total of 2,01,503 wetlands have been
mapped at a 1:50,000 scale in the country. The total
wetland area estimated is 15.26 Mha, which is around
4.63 percent of the geographic area of the country.
Another manual by International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) deals with an
inventory of the Greater Himalayan Wetlands.

17. Are there any other environmental laws for
wetland protection?

Some of the legal tools that have relevance for
wetland conservation include:

> Indian Fisheries Act, 1857
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> Indian Forest Act, 1927
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

»  Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974

» Marine Zones Act, 1976

> Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1977

> Forest (Conservation Act), 1980
Coastal Zone Regulation Notification, 1991
> Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act, 1991

A\

Y

Besides these, some states have their own set of
laws concerning wetlands:

> The Kerala Conservation of Paddy Land and
Wetland Act 2008: Provides for no transfer of
land, no reclamation of paddies or wetlands

> Andhra Pradesh Water, Land, and Trees Act,
2002: Provides for conservation, preservation of
lakes, ponds, and tanks, permanent demarcation
of the area around these wetlands, and obligations
to remove encroachments

» Jammu and Kashmir Wildlife (Protection)
(Amendment) Act, 2002: Wetland reserves
declared as “conservation reserves”

> West Bengal Wetlands and Water Bodies
Conservation Policy (2012): Recommends that
no wetlands and water bodies can be filled up,
degraded, drained, converted, or subjected to
any kind of activity that is incompatible with the
ecological integrity of the wetlands.

18. Are there any international organizations that
partner with the Ramsar Convention?

The Ramsar Convention works closely with six
other organizations known as International Organization
Partners (IOPs). These are:

> Birdlife International

> International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN)
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>  International Water Management Institute (IWMI)
»  Wetlands International

> World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

»  International Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT)

Other partners whom they work with include:
»  Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
»  Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

» Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals

»  World Heritage Convention (WHC)

»  Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES)

19. What is the Montreux Record?

Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites on
the Ramsar list, which are facing immediate challenges.
The listed sites are threatened by changes that affect
their ecosystem components, processes, benefits,
and services which characterize the said wetland at a
given point in time. These changes in the ecological
character of the wetland are a result of technological
developments, pollution, or other human interference.
All this helps identify priority sites for positive national
and international conservation attention.

20. Which Indian wetlands are in the Montreux
Record?

Two wetlands in the country find a place in the Montreux
Record. They are:

» Keoladeo National Park, of an area of 2,873 ha,
in Rajasthan, was designated a Ramsar site on
01/10/81 and listed in the Montreux Record on
04/07/90

> Loktak Lake in Manipur, area 26,600 ha, was

declared a Ramsar site on 23/03/90 and indexed
in the Montreux Record on 16/06/93

21. Can a wetland be struck off the Montreux
Record?

Chilika lake, Odisha, was designated a Ramsar
site on 01/10/81. It became a part of Montreux Record
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in 1993 due to siltation which was choking the mouth of
the river. After carrying out the restoration work, it was
struck off the Montreux Record in 2002. The Chilika
Development Authority was given the Ramsar Wetland
Conservation Award for this restoration.

22. Is there a day to celebrate wetlands? When is
it celebrated?

Every year, February 2 is observed as World
Wetlands Day. This day marks the date of the adoption
of the convention on wetlands in 1971 in the Iranian city
of Ramsar.

23. Which waterbodies are barred from getting
declared as wetlands?

Any natural or man-made wetland can be proposed
for notification under the Wetlands Rules. Proposals for
notification would, however, not be considered for the
following: (i) river channels; (i) paddy fields; (iii) coastal
wetlands within the purview of Coastal Regulation Zone
2011; (iv) wetlands with permanent agriculture in Rabi
and Kharif seasons; (v) waterlogged areas created
due to fragmentation of hydrological regimes within
last three decades, and which do not possess any
significant biodiversity or ecosystem service value; and
(vi) ash ponds of a thermal power plant, equalization
tank, polishing pond as part of effluent treatment plant,
sewage treatment plant or, water treatment plant.

24. Criterion for identifying waterbodies to be

proposed as wetlands under wetland Rules: -
Identification of such wetlands should be done

with due consideration of their area (if specifically listed

under category (iv) or (v) under rule 3) and the benefits

provided in the form of

(A) Food as fish and aquatic plants;

(B) Source of water for human use, animal use,
agricultural (private/public) purpose or, industrial;

(C) Moderation of water regimes for flood control and
groundwater recharge;

(D) As a buffer for storms and cyclones;
(E) Stabilization of coastlines;
(F

~

Recreation;
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(G) Cultural or religious or tourism significance;

(H) The value of wetlands as habitats for diverse
plant and animal species, particularly those of
high conservation significance (rare, endangered,
endemic, and threatened species) must also be
included while prioritizing wetlands.

()  Wetlands supporting large  congregations
of migratory water birds or fish may also be
considered for notification under the Wetlands
Rules

25. Shall the Wetlands located in the protected
areas be notified under wetland rules?

Not necessary

26. Whether activities like idol immersion are
allowed in wetlands?

For regulating ‘Idol Immersion’ in wetlands, the
Guidelines brought out by Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) vide Programme Objective Series:
PROBES/136/2010 shall be followed.

27. How to delineate wetland Boundaries?

Water creates wetlands. The biological
composition of wetlands, from fish to migrating
waterbirds, depends on the ways water moves within
the wetlands. The amplitude and frequency of water
level fluctuations are probably the most important
factors affecting the composition and functioning of
wetlands. Hydrological regimes may therefore be used
as the primary delineation characteristics for wetland
boundaries.

Wetland boundary can be derived using the
maximum area under inundation or saturation of soil
near the surface during a normal monsoon year.

Special attention must be given to hydrological
and ecological connectivity while delineating
wetlands. Where the wetland proposed to be notified
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bears significant surface or subsurface hydrological
connectivity with other wetlands in the vicinity, these
may be delineated as a wetland complex by including
all such connected ecosystems. Similarly, when a
wetland-dependent species shares several wetlands
as a habitat, these may be delineated as complex.

28. Delineating zone of influence

The Wetlands Rules recommend the delineation of a
zone of influence. The zone of influence of a wetland
is an area, in which developmental activities are
likely to induce adverse changes in wetland structure
and functioning. It is, therefore, important to align
developmental planning within the zone of influence
with wetland biodiversity and ecosystem services.

For wetlands with well-defined surface drainage, their
direct drainage basin should be delineated as the zone
of influence. Inflows, as well as outflows, should be
included within the zone of influence, as an alteration
in any of these can lead to adverse changes in wetland
status. The zone of influence may be demarcated using
suitable digital elevation model data.

For wetlands with diffused drainage and where the
slope is too gentle, rendering large basin areas, the
zone of influence can be delineated on the basis of
features that are likely to adversely influence wetland
functioning. These could be based on the outer
periphery of adjoining settlements, or peripheral
agricultural fields which drain directly into the wetland.

29. Can the private areas be included under
wetlands?

Yes, the wetlands with private tenancy rights
can be included under notified wetlands or wetlands
complex but a proper mechanism for the maintenance
of ecological character through promotional activities is
devised.

(e writer is the Deputy Director General Forests, (Central), Chennai. A postgraduate in Biosciences, Forestry
and MBA from Australia with 42 published papers and many awards to his credit. He authored “Model Disaster
Management Plan for Zoological Parks of India”, a CZA publication adopted by many countries. He can be
contacted over mobile: 9415786586 and Email: hravivarapu@yahoo.com)
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Green Quiz - April 2023 @

Quiz Master:
Dr K. Tirupataiah, IFs (Retd.)

By what name is Hydrogen produced through electrolysis of water using Solar or Wind power called?
What category of cities does the National Clean Air Program (NCAP) monitor?

People in Malana village of Himachal Pradesh are believed to be descendants of Greek soldiers. What dialect
do these people speak?

Where in India is the Dinosaur Fossil National Park located?

5. Miss Thailand vowed the Miss Universe Peagent recently wearing a unique gown made from “pull tabs of soda
cases. By what name was she fondly called?

6. These are placid marine mammals that eat Eel gras and cannot survive if the waters are cooler than 68-degree
Fahrenheit. They are often called the Sea Cows. Name them.

7. Name the district that became the first one in the country to provide all basic documents to the Tribal families
(Aadhaar, Voter ID, Birth/Death certificate, etc)?

8. Name the Indian teen who won the Miss Eco Teen 2022 award?
9. Recently an Elephant code named PT-7 created much ado leading to its capture. What does PT-7 mean?

10. What did Geologists find in Hastalpur (V) of Narsapur Mandal of Medak district, Telangana in Suddaguttalu that
is considered to be over 75,000 years?

11. What was unique in the Sky-Blue jacket worn by the PM of India in the recent Parliament session?

12. Which Trust based at Dehra Dun focuses on the archival of Nature.

13. What rare mineral was found in Saleel-Haimana area of Reasi District in J&K that is essential in batteries and
EV industry?

14. Which types of bones are important for the flight of birds?

15. Which Antarctic Glacier is termed “Dooms Day” glacier. It's of the size of Florida state and has a potential to

raise global sea level by half a meter?
(Answers on page: 28)

(Quiz Master is the defending Quiz Champion of All-India Forest Sports Meet 2019, Raipur. Retired as PCCF,
he now works part-time as Chief Consultant (Trg.) at Dr MCR HRD Institute of Telangana, Hyderabad.)

Note: Contributions are invited from members/readers. Select questions (with answers) would be published in this
quiz along with those from Quiz Master. Questions with answers may be mailed to: kota_86@rediffmail.com.

Did you know

Not a single engineer in the Titanic survived. They stayed and Rept the
power on so other could escape. “Respect The Engineers!”
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While investigating the matter of illegal felling of trees
in Kodagu district (Coorg) Dr A N Yellappa Reddy the
then Secretary Environment, Government of Karnataka
had engaged the services of some ‘Mobile Squad’ and
‘Working Plan’ Deputy Conservators of Forests, who
visited a number of spots and compared the records.
The essence from many of the site investigations are
narrated as under.

IRREGULARITIES IN GUYYA ESTATE

R Lokanath the then DCF Forest Mobile Squad
Bangalore submitted his finding related to the
irregularities in the felling permission granted by
DCF Virajpet to Yellappa Reddy on 28-3-94. Felling
permission shows that 161 trees were permitted in
unredeemed land but does not show the list of trees
permitted in redeemed land. However, felling and
conversion list indicates that only 109 trees were felled
in unredeemed land and accordingly only Rs 4,54,000
was recovered as seignorage as against Rs 8,70,000
estimated for 161 trees. 52 trees from unredeemed land
have been taken away by timber merchant in collusion
with DCF Virajpet without paying the seignorage.
Further 43 trees, neither listed nor permitted for
felling were illegally cut and seignorage of Rs 37,000
was recovered and the case was compounded after
levying a nominal fine of Rs 4,000. The action of DCF
Virajpet is in violation of Government order as double
the seignorage value for offence material has not been
recovered.

Lokanath found that the permissions for tree cutting
have been granted without obtaining the consent of
DC. He was further surprised to learn the opinion of the
Revenue Department that kadanga is a redeemed land,
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Yellappa Reddy’s 1994 Report on
Illegal Tree Felling in Coorg (Part Il)

B.K. Singh, IFs (Retd.)

whereas his investigation reveals that it is Government
land. DCF Virajpet has connived with timber merchants
and allowed felling of rosewood trees in unredeemed
land and Government land (kadanga) by issuing
permits in the guise of redeemed land. All 32 rosewood
trees included in the enumeration list of redeemed land
of the estate were extracted.

During his enquiry in the estate Lokanath found that in
addition to 32 rosewood trees in the enumeration list,
additional 18 rosewood trees were felled. On detailed
investigation it was unearthed that the estate had only
six rosewood trees and all remaining 44 trees were
extracted from Government lands and Paisari lands
outside the estate. Lokanath also attempted to visit
the stumps of all 50 rosewood trees; Forester could
show only six stumps in the estate and out of the
remaining he could only show 14 stumps in adjoining
Government lands. Remaining 30 trees must have
been extracted in deep forest areas, where it could
not be located in a hurry. DCF Virajpet also did not
bother to verify the stumps of the rosewood trees not
extracted from the estate. Without proper verification
DCF Virajpet has compounded the offence by levying
a meager compounding fee of Rs 4100. The materials
prepared out of all 50 rosewood trees were transported
to Kushalhagar depot and auctioned in June 1993, and
subsequently entire bonus of Rs 19.48 lakh was paid
to the timber merchants/ GPA holder and estate owner.
During the enquiry Lokanath also took the statement
of the owner Kariappa and his Manager. Both of them
have confirmed that they had very few rosewood trees
in the estate, and many of 50 rosewood trees must
have been extracted in adjoining Government lands.
Such is the level of collusion of the forest officers.
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Lokanath observed another irregularity in granting
feling permission and release of timber by DCF
Virajpet from Guyya estate. The original enumeration
list showed 15 teakwood trees, whereas none existed
in the estate. Permit and check-post register verification
showed that teakwood timber has been transported to
Kerala in trucks via Makut forest check-post from the
estate. The statements made by the estate manager,
who has been working in the place for 25 years and
also that of estate owner AT Kariyappa, further confirm
that there was never any teak tree in the estate. DCF
Virajpet and his staff in connivance with timber trader
and GPA holder have smuggled teak wood from
Government lands under the cover of private permit
from redeemed lands of Guyya estate. There was
correction in the timber list and the permit issued was
found to be tampered and indicated the transportation
of Jackfruit logs, duplicate permit which was not signed
by Forester showed the transportation of teakwood
logs. The mixing of the material was in way of life in the
management of Virajpet division. Loknath also added
in his report that there were allegations that teakwood
trees extracted from Makut forests departmentally were
regularly being smuggled to Kerala. The management
of newly created Virajpet division was all out to destroy
the ecology and environment of the district and after
little over two decades the region faced drought,
flooding, and landslides etc.

USE OF FAKE PERMIT UNEARTHED BY DCF
FOREST MOBILE SQUAD KODAGU

Among the permits used to cover the transportation of
timber from Kodagu to Kerala, fake permits were also
utilized for the purpose. DCF Forest Mobile Squad
unearthed 49 such fake permits used for transporting
410 cubic meters of teak, nandi and honne timbers
to Kerala. DCF Forest Mobile Squad continued his
investigation in Kerala and managed to seize 90 cubic
meters in different sawmills. In addition to the above,
74 cubic meter of timber was seized from different
Government lands. This quantity was also to be moved
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to Kerala under the cover of fake permits. A complain
was lodged with Police and COD investigation was
initiated. The matter was also reported to CF Kodagu
and CCF (Administration) on 29-12-1993, but they
did not take any concrete step to check the menace.
On the issue of fake permit, the report concludes, “It
is estimated that at least material worth Rs few crores
have been smuggled using fake permit.”

IRREGULARITIES UNEARTHED BY DCF FOREST
MOBILE SQUAD (FMS) KODAGU IN PONNEMPET
RANGE

M C Nanaiah, the politician sent a complaint against
M K Kuttaiah Range Forest Officer (RFO) Ponnempet,
which was enquired and found that RFO had diluted FIR
in a sandal case, colluded with miscreant to smuggle
teakwood, and was found guilty of exchanging Form
29 permit for six lorry loads of teakwood transported
from Somwarpet to Mysure. It has also been found that
valuable timber like white cedor and dhoopa have been
removed from the forests of Karnataka and taken on
head loads to Kerala. DCF FMS visited several stumps
in the forests of Makut, where destruction of trees took
place. Brahmgiri Sanctuary of Karnataka has common
boundary with the state of Kerala. 12 truckloads
of rosewood timber were reportedly seized in the
Sanctuary. We can imagine the level of destruction
that took place in newly created Virajpet division as if
the division was established to destroy the tree growth
of Kodagu district. On paper the purpose of creating
a new division is to improve the management of the
forests, but Virajpet division has hastened the speed
of destruction of tree growth in the district, for which
Forest department officers from top to bottom are
squarely responsible.

DISPOSAL OF FOREST OFFENCE CASES IN
VIRAJPET DIVISION.DCF FMS Kodagu has found
that the forest offence cases (FOCs) registered were
dealt in arbitrary and casual manner and no effort was
made to trace the stump on the destruction site and
also the offenders, leave apart their prosecution. The
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practice in the department is that whenever the RFO
seizes the timber, he visits the spot during investigation
and draws a panchanama at the site. Only after the
visit, it can be ascertained that how many truck loads of
timber have not been seized. Boundaries are also to be
clearly demarcated to understand the tenure of the land
where trees have been cut.

DCF FMS Kodagu has verified FOC records of
16 cases in Virajpet division and has found that 642
trees have been cut without permission yielding 182
cubic meters of timber and DCF Virajpet has recovered
seignorage value of Rs 14.53 lakhs in these cases,
whereas there was clear Government order to recover
double the seignorage value before releasing the
materials in all cases of illicitly cut trees in unredeemed
coffee estates. Further the cases are built on the
premise that the cuttings of trees have taken place in
unredeemed lands. DCF Virajpet proceeded to finalize
the offence cases without obtaining the concurrence
of DC and without identifying the boundary needed to
ascertain whether the felling took place in unredeemed
lands, pysari lands or any other Government lands. The
compounding fee in these cases ranged between Rs
1,000 and Rs 11,000, despite a clear provision up to Rs
15,000 in each case. Further 642 trees are projected to
yield 182 cubic meter of timber is gross underestimation.
Usually, tree growth in Kodagu is luxuriant and each
tree can yield nearly one cubic of timber on an average.
Underestimation is done to favour the timber merchant
and recover less seignorage.

STEALING TIMBER FROM GOVERNMENT AND
PAISARI LANDS AND MIXING WITH TIMBER FROM
REDEEMED AND UNREDEEMED LANDS FOR THEFT.
The survey numbers 97/1, 2/4, 5, 6, 8 and 9 in
Karadigodu village, Virajpet forest division, are
unredeemed lands, whereas Revenue Department
has certified it to be redeemed land. DCF Virajpet did
not question the opinion and hurriedly granted felling
permission of 247 trees estimating 720 cubic meter
of timber over 62.5 acres wooded area. In this case

VANA PREMI

the projected timber yield is overestimated so that the
timber from government lands can also be mixed up
and transported. When DCF FMS Kodagu visited the
site, he found all 247 trees were felled and additionally
60.28 cubic meters of timber (37 logs) was prepared
by feeling more trees without permission. He could
not trace the stump/ origin of the timber additionally
prepared on the site, which concludes that it had been
felled in Government lands and was brought for mixing
with private timber. Revenue department back tracked
their earlier opinion that the land in question was
redeemed land; the department informed DCF Virajpet
that an enquiry has been ordered against the owner
and GPA holder of the land in question for alleged fraud
of forging documents to change the land tenure from
‘unredeemed’ to ‘redeemed’. Why DCF Virajpet was in
hurry to grant tree cutting permission? One can get the
money back from the owner/ timber merchant, but can
the environmental damage be reversed?

In redeemed survey numbers 54/6B, 54/6A, 54/1, 54/22,
54123, 54124, 54125 and 54/26 (84.5 acres) Palangala
village in Virajpet range owned by Harishankar Prasad
rlo Mangala village, 337 trees were permitted for
extraction by DCF Madikere (before Virajpet division
was established on 31-5-1992). The extraction of these
trees was done in two stages; in the first stage 137 trees
were felled while in the second stage 196 trees were
felled. Once DCF Virajpet opened the shop, he was
in hurry to swim along the current and make money.
Records were manipulated and a list of 266 damaged
trees was permitted for felling in the 3 stage. DCF
Virajpet having tasted the blood permitted 111 trees in
the 4" stage, which are reported to be damaged. The
34 and 4" stage felling permission were granted in
December1993, while the felling in first two stages had
concluded in 1992. DCF FMS Kodagu visited the site
and carried out the investigation in detail. He found that
the stumps of 147 trees extracted in first two stages
were not available in the redeemed survey numbers
in question. He further found that the enumeration list
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permitted by DCF Virajpet for felling in 3 and 4" stages
were cooked up and the trees were not available in the
survey number. Thus (147+266+111) = 524 trees were
cutfrom adjoining Paisari land and mixed with the private
timber and smuggled. From 188 trees supposed to
have been legally extracted in first two stages, 66 cubic
meter of timber are shown to have been transported out
twice. This means that in addition to 524 trees, 66 cubic
meter of timber has been additionally smuggled from
Paisari and Government lands.

In survey numbers 30/4, 30/6, 217/7, 217/5, 217/4,
23/4, 30/1, 30/5 and 217/1 of Kirandadu village, where
coffee was established in 50% of unredeemed area,
DCF Virajpet granted permission to fell 155 trees. It
was found during the inspection of DCF FMS Kodagu
that only 60 of these trees were felled, but additional
84 trees were felled in Paisari lands surrounding the
survey numbers. 172.78 cubic meter of timber from
84 trees felled in Paisari lands were mixed with the
timber prepared in the survey numbers and a false
list was prepared and recommended by Forester,
RFO and ACF to DCF Virajpet for release. DCF FMS
Kodagu registered four cases, as the felling of trees
in Paisari was done in four different survey numbers
and seized the timber. DCF Virajpet failed to realize the
complete amount of money as quid pro quo, but the
environmental damage went on unabated.

In unredeemed survey numbers 159/3, 159/5, 12,
13 and 28, of Palangala village of Virajpet range the
owner/ GPA holder K N Kaverappa was permitted to
extract 125 trees from unredeemed area of the survey
numbers measuring 27.44 acres. On the complaint that
the timber from Government lands were being mixed,
DCF FMS Kodagu commenced investigation on 13-
12-1993 and found that the tree list prepared for felling
permission was bogus and so many trees were not
available in the said survey numbers. The felling was
done in Paisari lands surrounding the survey numbers.
The fllicit timber from paisari lands and very small
quantity of genuine timber from survey number were
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dragged and dumped together in paisari land. Even DC
Kodagu on 6-1-1994 visited this spot and seized entire
un-transported 206 timber logs, including 58.42 cubic
meter of timber seized by DCF FMS Kodagu earlier.
Later even Yellappa Reddy visited the spot and noticed
another trick by DCF Virajpet that the hammer mark
of earlier seizure was defaced and instead the seizure
hammer of the forest division was put, to drive home
the narrative that the logs were seized earlier. Finally,
DCF FMS Kodagu again visited the spot on 21-4-1994
and found that the transportation of timber in the name
of Kariappa's permitted timber was in progress. This is
the case of deep-rooted conspiracy hatched by DCF
Virajpet in connivance with the timber merchant.

Even after the seizure of timber by DCF FMS Kodagu
and DC Kodagu, DCF Virajpet has permitted to
continue the transportation from the same ‘dastan’
spot in paisari land. This is what happens when the
department does not take quick and stern action. In this
case DCF Virajpet should have been sent to jail. | hold
CF Kodagu and PCCF fully responsible for such state
of affair and collapse of administration. The inaction of
PCCF has led to large scale destruction of environment
in a hilly district.

In survey number 484, 2, 3 and 5 of Kedmallur village,
Virajpet division belonging to K Poovaiah, 127 trees
were permitted for felling over 4.5 acres area, whereas
the records were built up indicating that 91 trees have
been felled in the area yielding 323.809 cubic meter of
timber in 729 logs. DCF FMS Kodagu visited the site
and found that 193 trees had been felled within the
survey numbers and many more in adjoining paisari
lands as against 91 trees shown on record. 50%
of the land did not have coffee plants, yet the entire
area of the survey numbers was found to have been
clear felled. While adjusting 729 logs against 91 trees,
some species were also changed. Trees yielding three
logs were shown to have yielded 6 logs. Species with
higher seignorage value like Gulumavu were shown
against jungle wood so that lesser value is recovered.
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What a method to clear fell the area and also smuggle
materials from paisari lands, inflicting irreparable loss
to the environment and loss of Government revenue.

DEPARTMENTAL EXTRACTION OF DEAD AND
FALLEN TREES IN MAKUTA RANGE

After banning the felling of green trees on 10-10-
1990, Forest Department continued with the removal
of dead and fallen timber and firewood from the
working Coupes. It has been found while enquiring the
irregularities in Kodagu district that in the year 1991-
92, standing teakwood trees (800 in number) were
marked for extraction. The marking list was certified
by ACF and was also test checked by DCF Mercura
(Virajpet division was established on 31-5-1992).
Such large-scale felling of trees in Reserved Forests
has contributed in loss of ecological services and
degradation of environment.
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TIMBER YIELD BREACHED HIGHEST
PRODUCTIVITY REGISTERED ON GLOBE
Productivity of different forests has been worked out
by researchers and reported in scientific journals. The
forests in Himalayas are known with maximum yield
up to 175 cubic meters per hectare, while the average
yield in Western Ghats forests hardly touches 100
cubic meters per hectare. It has been breached left
right and center in Kodagu. In a 3 acres private forests
in Somwarpet range of Madikere division, enumeration
list of all matured 100 trees approved by DCF estimated
400 cubic meters of timber. However only 60 trees were
cut that are shown to have yielded 800 cubic meters
of timber. DCF Madikere can fool his conscious, but
not the other forest personnel. Clearly timber has been
smuggled from forests, mixed with the private timber,
and transported in the cover of permit issued by DCF.
The said private land is reportedly surrounded by
Paisari lands. (To be concluded)

(The author is former Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force) Karnataka and can be reached
over Mobile:9449863501 and Email: bksinghretiredpccf@gmail.com).

WANT TO WRITE FOR VANAPREMI?

You tried and stuck? Wrote something but didn’t publish? Spending valuable time
forwarding the someone’s posts or hate content from one group to another group in social
media or simply not interested in anything? But now you can share your real talent with
us!

We are planning to accommodate your writeup in VanaPremi: Tell us about an
unforgettable incident that you came across in your life/career, “MY READ” a good
book you read recently, “MOVIERIFIC” a good movie you watched and recommend
others to watch, “WEBSPOT” a useful website you came across, “YONDER?”,
“WAYFARER” and “BONA BELLA” memorable place you have toured and planning
to travel again, “SAVORLY” a recipe you have tasted, “AWE AND WONDER” an
anecdote, practical joke or funny incident across your workplace, a practical joke you
want to share, “ CHIRPYKIDS” an incident with your child or grandchild that amazed
you, “PICTORIAL” a memorable photograph you want to share with details....and the
list is endless.

Come out with a small writeup (in your own words preferably in MS word format -600
to 1400 words) and share with all of us and preserve your memories. - EDITOR.
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Things have changed for me immensely
I no longer wonder much at this world.
There was a time

| walked along the rustic path

On a winter morning

And gazed and gazed

At the iridescent dew drops

Dancing with all its glory

On the grasses, leaves and flowers of the trees.

Sometimes on the forest trail

Scent of flowers known and unknown
Enveloped me with the joy of existence
Wonderstruck | just stopped on my trail.

My eyes feasted in the riots of colours
Created by the red bunches of flowers of the

Gulmohar

And the black beaked yellow bird perched on it.
The Bulbul also appeared before me

Singing on the branch of. A rose tree.
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| AWAIT YOUR RETURN

S.K. Das, IFs (Retd.)

Now | spend loads of time
Down the memory lane
Picking the special flavor of the past.

Today the melody of the world

The colour, the tastes and the aromas

Do not touch my heart as intensely as before
All around the world

On every day of the year

Some parts of the world experience spring
Other parts summer or winter.

Flood is taking toll of hundreds of lives
somewhere else

Events of famine and bloodshed are enacted.
People are immersed in pleasure elsewhere
Such scenes flee in quick succession

Before my eyes.

And | have lost my sense of wonder

| pray to you

Come to my heart and rekindle it by your touch of love-
So that | get back my vision of wonder.

(e poet is former Prl. CCF and HoFF, Andhra Pradesh and the poem is taken from his collection of poems
‘Kabitake Bhalobeshe', translated by Ms Chandana Khan, IAS (Retd.). Feedback -Mobile: +919550681964)

bones; 15. Thwaites Glacier.

ANSWERS:
1. Green Hydrogen; 2. Non-Attainment Cities; 3. Kinashi dialect; 4. Bagh, Dhar, MP; 5. Garbage Beauty
Queen; 6. Manatees; 7. Wayanad, Kerala; 8. Cherisa Chanda, Gurugram; 9. Palakkad Tuskar-7; 10.
Volcanic Ash; 11. Made from recycled PET Bottles; 12. Titli Trust; 13. Lithium reserves; 14. Coracoid
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I was literally
shivered, because |
did not know swim-
ming and | was
certain, that we
would drown in the
waters and become
food for the crocs.
Simultaneously
several negative
thoughts started
swarming into my
mind, picturising
ghastly attacks of
crocs on humans,
heard and seen from
the documentaries
and read from the
literature created
‘thanatopho-

bia’ within.
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My Journey with Crocodiles

Dr. K. Thulsi Rao

The sky was glowing with the vigour of the setting sun and the slanting rays of it
gave a warm orange tinge to the sky. The evening sun casted long shadows on
the ground. It was the second fortnight of the month of ‘Karthika-masam. It was
already six in the evening, impatiently waiting for my assistant Sriramulu, who went
to buy and bring the fish, to feed the newly arrived monster ‘croc’, which was on long
fasting, perhaps due to the capture-shock and strenuous strain in transit.

By the time he arrived the newly built large open enclosure, it was bleak, cold and
completely fell dark of that night of ‘Krishna-paksham’-the period of the fading or
the waning moon. As the day progresses after the full moon, the moon decreases.
That is, the light of the moon starts getting weaker. With the decrease in the size
and light of the moon, the nights start getting dark. It was quiet and sombre in
there and | felt chill as the darkness engulfed my attendant and me. It was the most
piercing darkness ever-it was, not merely the darkness that came out of absence
of light, it was much more a kind of sinister feeling that crept in to my mind and felt
that something bad or evil might happen. Nevertheless, my sense of duty ignored
my cognitive consciousness for a while. Meanwhile my assistant howled for the help
from the night watchman to release the fish into the breeding pool. Upon knowing
that he was on leave, | had volunteered to help him. | had slowly got down in to the
enclosure with the help of a ladder held by him. I did not have a torch with me and |
quite literally could not see anything in front. Fortunately, | knew where | was, and
felt my way along by shuffling cautiously. When | encountered either grass or a kerb,
| knew | was straying off track. It was not a fun experience at all. The sky was no
help because it was a cloudy night. Not even any stars, never mind a moon. It was
definitely a taste of what it must be like to be blind. With little difficult, reached the
shore of the pool carefully, as this animal was very ferocious and shy being directly
brought from the wilderness of Krishna estuary and lodged for a brief period at Nehru
Zoological Park, Hyderabad before it was transported to Indira Gandhi Zoological
park at Visakapatnam. Most of the time it was found under water only and rarely
used to come out when there were no visitors. Since no one was close by, | had to
assist Sreeramulu to bring it down a big tin of live fish container, nearer to the water
body and when | was retreating, suddenly, he saw a trailing object behind me about
to be pounced. Suspecting the imminent danger, he dragged me off swiftly by hand.
No sooner did he pulled me off the edge, than fallen down this monster robust male
crocodile on the ledge where | was a second back. Though | was very conscious
all through the operation, | could not assess the danger under the veil of darkness,
obscured my ability to see the croc stealthily creeping under water. | owed lot to my
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ever-beloved associate Sreeramulu, for his timely and
spontaneous action of saving me from being predated
upon by the mighty saltie-the Krishna.

Since | had few of such experiences in the past, while
handling, | was not perturbed nor felt nervousness. This
had added to the list of my experiences and further
strengthened my courage to face them as such in
future, too. As narrated earlier and from my ‘Excerpts
of Autobiography,” explained how | was nominated for
India’'s prestigious and highly successful Crocodile
conservation programme in late seventies. As part of
our training, handled and captured even much bigger
and ferocious crocs.

Nevertheless, my entry into wildlife conservation
appears to be accidental but | always feel that my career
was designed so meticulously by the almighty, with many
turning points, destined to fulfil my desire to become a
scientist. Each turning point offered me a window of
desired choices. Inspired and highly motivated by my
mentors, while | was in the school and the college, to
become a scientist, but accidentally landed in the forestry
for survival. However, my love for the science fashioned
me to pursue my career within the gamut of forestry and
allied branches. As if, ‘Fortuna’- the goddess of destiny,
heard it, | was nominated for a professional training
in ‘Wildlife Sciences and Management under a team
consisting of globally renowned Scientists, Managers
and practitioners. It was the Institute- ‘Central Crocodile
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Late Sri B. Varaprasad
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Breeding and Sanctuary Management (CCB &SM)
jointly established by the Govt. of India and the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) at Hyderabad, India.

The proverb “As You Think, So Shall You Become” had
come true in my life. My dream to become a scientist had
been recognized, when | first received the “Best Young
Scientist Award” with the Gold medal in the year 1991 from
the prestigious National Environmental Science Academy;,
New Delhi, for my consecrated works on Conservation of
Crocodiles.

Crocodile breeding and Management Project UNDP/
FAO, was launched in 1975 in co-operation with the
Government of India and various State Governments. Dr
H. R. Bustard was asked to make a survey of the status
of Indian crocodiles. We had the opportunity to work and
learn from Dr Bob Bustard —a famous herpetologist of the
world then. He was shrewd, meticulous and hardworking
practical scientist. The training under him, every moment,
was a great learning, be it in the field or at the institute.
We were part of the scientific team, of major Indian River
Surveys, to assess the population status of all the three
Indian Crocodiles viz 1. Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus),
2. Estuarine’ Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus) and 3. the
Mugger (Crocodylus palustris).

The objectives of the UNDP/FAO project were: (I) To
collect and transport crocodile eggs to rehabilitation
centres for incubation and rearing of young until they
were of a size suitable for release in the wild (2) To locate,

M b e e B &
Collection and transportation of Crocodile eggs from the nest site
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establish and manage a network of crocodile rehabilitation
centres and sanctuaries in suitable habitats for the three
crocodilian species.

In one of our Surveys, on the river Mahanadhi we had a
bitter but an adventurous experience on board. Typically, all
Crocodile Surveys are organised during the winter nights
when the crocodiles prefer to afloat in the waters, as the
temperatures are warmer than on the land. Our cruising
from the estuary, towards upstream of the river flagged off
on a preceding day of the full moon day. The Mahanadi
estuarine system, the largest in Orissa and one of the
most important estuaries in India, lies in the Cuttack and
Puri districts. The tide in the estuary stretches its influence
up to 32 km from the mouth of the river. We were told to
get ready to sail on the river during the nights, for the next
couple of days and make search of potential nesting sites
during daytime. We were given headlamps and powerful

searchlights to flash on the waters. Two drivers of the

VANA PREMI

land rovers lead by the driver Gopal and the and dietary
team would be following us along the banks of the river
as far as possible and in contact through wireless. All our
equipment was imported from USA under the project and
had the hands on practice prior to start our sailing on the
waters.

Our Journey on the river was pleasant. The wind was not
that chill. This was one of my favourite memories of my
chronicles of explorations. Seeing the sunset over the
horizon and watching the sky turn all different colours is
something | will remember forever. Dr Bustard was on
steering of the launch. The rhythm of waves lapping at
the shore, and fishing boats anchored rocking to and fro,
recaps me the topic of ‘wave theory’ of physics, still ringing
cozily inmy ears even after alapse of half a decade. | was
still in dreams of my fantasy; suddenly there was a big jerk
with a loud noise and not known what happened. It took
a fraction of a minute to come back to the conscious world

s
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Dr Thulsi Rao holding crocodile before releasing

Restockin, : ofrivers W/'th'crococ‘v’/les unz}e U?VZ?P/FA O/Gol
Project, Dr Thulsi Rao seen with Bob Bustard
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and trying to understand what had happened. By that time
all of us were in the waters and could not comprehend in
the darkness. | was literally shivered, because | did not
know swimming and | was certain, that we would drown in
the waters and become food for the crocs. Simultaneously
several negative thoughts started swarming into my mind,
picturising ghastly attacks of crocs on humans, heard and
seen from the documentaries and read from the literature
created ‘thanatophobia’ within.

Crocodiles do attack on humans and common in
places where large crocodilians are native and human
populations live. It has been estimated that about 1,000
people are killed by crocodiles world over every year.

The two species with the most well-known and
documented reputation for preying on humans are
the Nile crocodile and saltwater crocodile, and these
are the perpetrators of the vast majority of both fatal
and non-fatal crocodilian attacks. Each year, hundreds
of deadly attacks are attributed to the Nile crocodile
in Sub-Saharan Africa. Attacks by saltwater crocodiles
often occur in Southeast Asia, Australia, New Guinea,
and the Solomon Islands. Reviews indicate that at least
half of all attacks by the Nile and saltwater crocodiles are
fatal. In Australia, however, only about 25% of saltwater
crocodile attacks are fatal. The mugger crocodile is also
very dangerous to humans, killing several people
India every year. Unlike the predatory attacks by
Nile and saltwater crocodiles, victims of mugger
crocodiles are often not eaten, indicating that many
attacks by this species are territorial or defensive rather
than predatory. Crocodilians will defend not only
themselves, but also their nest and young from
anything they perceive as a threat.

We were told in one of the lectures by Dr Bustard, When
you are out on the water, it is important to note that
Crocodiles like to lurk among the shallow, weedy patches
of a swamp. This is because it obscures them from view
and puts them in a position of power to protect their
territory. We were also cautioned, while on the water and
keep an eye out for any sudden ripples near the surface.
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It is a well-known fact that all reptiles are stealthy, and the
crocodile is no exception. It gradually approaches its prey
underwater while they stop by the river for a drink. When
the prey least expects it, the crocodile pounces on them
and drags them into the river where a fight ensues. The
reptile rarely leaves with an empty stomach.

Larger crocodiles actively hunt and are attracted to any
movement that may represent a potential meal. When
prey is detected the crocodile makes a stealthy approach
under water, keeping any exposure to a minimum. Once in
range, the crocodile lunges rapidly and slams its jaws shut
on the victim — the force of this alone may be enough to kill
it. Small prey is simply crushed and swallowed, however
larger prey may be dragged to deeper water before being
dismembered and eaten. If the meal is too big to be
swallowed whole, the crocodile will grab hold with its jaws
and shake violently or roll to tear off a manageable piece.
Because the tongue and skull bones of a crocodile are
not very movable, food is tossed around in the mouth to
manipulate it into a position for swallowing.

While these things are reeling in mind at the speed of light,
heard a high pitch of voice of Dr Bustard announcing us
not to be panic and were not in danger as the boat had
been stuck to a rock under water. It was a big and wide
rocky out crop as seen all of us were standing knee-deep
waters under the glow of headlamps. Our boat was firmly
entangled to the ledge of the rocky out- crop. On knowing
that we were all safe, started to think to reach the nearest
bank. Meanwhile some of the fishermen in the area came
to our rescue. Luckily our signals to the mobile ground
team were in reach and both the vehicles were brought
and got back to the camp site.

We spent the whole night discussing the incident, sharing
the feelings and finally culminated with the topic of positive
and beneficial impacts of crocodiles and their role in the
aquatic ecosystems in promoting healthy growth of non-
scaly fisheries. Alas! Humans are the greatest threat
to crocodilian populations through activities that include

Contd.. on page No.36
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Ravaging Forest Fires

B.M.T. RajeeV, IFs (Retd)

Forest fires were natural in forests even before man
invented the fire. The forests used to recoup well by
taking advantage of fires after ridding off deadwoods,
weeds, have treatment for seeds and get potash for
growth etc. Now, forest fires are neither natural nor
accidental but incendiary. The increased pressure of
humans on forests for forest products and forest lands
influences man to set fire to forests causing havoc on
forest ecosystems threatening wildlife and the climate.

The Karnataka is under pressure of forest fires during
this season and has lost a front line staff-forest guard
Sundaresha (37 yr) on 18" Feb, who sustained %A+
burns while fighting wildfire in the Western Ghats
at Sakleshpur on 1" Feb, Y+ YY along with a Dy
RFO- Manjunatha who is battling for life with 60%
burns. The GoK has granted Rs 50 Lakh ex-gratia and
a job to his dependents. This incident has had an effect
on the zeal of front line staff in fire fighting as it is the
19" such fatal incidence in a decade.

Forest fires are ravaging due to ever increasing dead-
wood-fuel loads in the forests and escalating tempera-
ture of the atmosphere due to Global warming. Once fire
occurs and takes momentum in whirl winds means... It
is very difficult to checkmate by men in the inaccessible
forests and many times takes toll on vast forest areas,
fauna and even men on duty. The toll of lives of small
animals, reptiles, birds and scores of invertebrates and
young flora, underground microorganisms and emis-
sion of CO2/ fly ash to the atmosphere and ash load to
rivers polluting drinking water are unfathomable.

| wish to unfold my experience in wild fire fighting in the
past in Bandipur Tiger Reserve.
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1. An Accidental Fire in February 1978:

The jeep of the ACF & RO meant for fire emergency
was taken over for election duty in Feb, 1978 by the
DC. On the day of election for State Assembly, some
miscreants set fire at Thirthadakadu in the Gopalas-
wamy Hills in the evening. With the available facilities
we rushed to the spot and were able to beat out the
fire by midnight. But the fire was rekindled by wind in
the morning by 10 am and the wind was terrible from
the East. By taking help of a van from Bandipur safari,
we tried our best to block the fire along the Hebhalla
stream & Iron Bridge-Chammanahall Road but could
not...fire jumped over the double fire line along the road
with whirlwind by ‘lifting the fire lit dry teak leaves over
the road & the fire lines where the fire fighting squad
was blocking the fire.....it spread like a blast, in spite of
beating by the squad and started to sweep the forest
floor like an inferno defeating all our attempts to check
mate it and engulfed the forest by sweeping with whirl-
wind and reached the Moolehole Nugu River-by eve-
ning in a straight line. We continued to beat the fire,
preventing it from spreading to south and north and
could not stand against it in the front and stop. In the
course of firefighting, a young fawn-chital came to me
and took shelter under my shade. | took it home and
nursed it for a month...but, it suddenly died at night
after a month. (Later learnt that it is a very sensitive
animal and needs all antibacterial-prophylactic care to
nurse it with extra care-which | was unaware of in the
beginning of my Service in TR). We continued our ef-
forts to prevent the fires wherever they occurred and
breathed free on the arrival of pre-monsoon showers in
May, 1978 for the joy of all the staff and officers to be
free from the tension.
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2. Fire at HG Hills in March, 1979:

We noticed a fire in the western foothills of the Himavad
Gopalaswamy Hills near Aidasanahatti at 4pm. | and
my colleague CA Devaraj, rushed there with staff in a
vehicle....started beating the fire with green brush
wood from the starting points of fires in two groups ...
the fire was in the leeward side of the Hills and it was
climbing the hills to east; it was feasible to beat from
the west since fire was creeping slowly uphill side to
east. We believed it to come under control by the Sun-
set. But it went on creeping up in spite of us fighting
it on either side of the fire but not from the front as it
was strong in the front-climbing up hills......it defied
us and in the course of beating, fire climbed the top of
the hill range and it became robust by 10 PM as it got
wind force... The staff were tired and we both youths
were fighting it.....later we too got tired and when we
checked the staff....., we were left with 2 men close
by usand looked exhaust.....as it was not easy to
climb and beat fire ..... We decided that it is impossi-
ble to beat it out without force and to return....as the
fire was raging with vigour on the hill range with tall
dried elephant grass growth.... When | looked back it
was looking like gorge in the dark —the burnt area with
fire of burnt twigs looked like twinkling stars in the in-
finite dark ...... we started climbing down individually...
my heart was in the mouth with fear of slipping down as
there was no visibility to gauge the slope of the way to
walk down and to hold any tree or stone..... with pray
to fate-God, | managed to sit, push my legs forward
to have grip for legs and slip down with hands on the
ground-like an anti-4 legged one—forward —then sit and
repeat the process.... ..And finally reached the base of
HG Hills with great difficulty. Both of us took the vehicle
with the staff to Moolehole and back home... The next
day we saw that fire was extinguished on its own in the
night due to the fall of heavy night dew on the hills as it
was eastward fire in an inaccessible hills top...if it were
to be westward...it would have rekindled.
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3. Accidental Huge Fire in Kalkere-1996

The fire season of 1996 was under control as we were
in command with execution of all the preliminary work
of fire lines, deployment of fire watchers under the strict
supervision of the field staff/officers in all the Ranges.
We had executed two new “Fire Breaks” of 50 m width-
North South-straight lines-from south border to the
north border in AM Gudi RF and in Berambadi RFs of
the Bandipur TR to cross at Natarajan Kolachi and at
Mutigethodu points respectively. These two FBs were
done in advance.

We had a system with the experience in the BTR that
no senior Officers or Ministers should pay a visit to the
BTR during the fire season- the miscreants wait for vis-
it of the VIPs and set fires to the forests to score some
vengeance against staff or officers of the BTR. | got a
program of the CCF-Western Ghats-AS Sadashivaiah’s
visits to BTR in April end... | suggested to the FD-BU
Chengappa to get it postponed.... but they visited.
When we were in the BTR, some miscreants set fires at
3-4 points in the Rampur zone of AM Gudi RF by 4.30
pm. The fires started spreading by gaining momentum
with the wind ( When fires set in forests, the Oxy-
gen in air is burnt and the CO2 produced escapes
up into the atmosphere by creating low pressure/
vacuum in the density of air. Air generally from the
prevailing wind-NE rushes to fill the low pressure
and escalates the fire to spread..... If the air rushes
from all directions it will result in the whirlwind and
lifts the fire aerially in all directions).

We entered into the scene of the fire by 6.30 Pm at
Waranchi in AM Gudi RF and the fire was sweeping
westward and the staff and firefighting squads were on
fighting from wherever fires were started and we could
come across a few watchers in the milieu who were
guarding the fire to see that it should not cross the Ti-
ger road to southern side. It was a helpless situation
since the line of sweeping fire was in kms to the north
of the Tiger Road. We gauged the severity of the fires
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as an inferno sweeping the dried debris of the forests
rather burning...... We reached the Kalkere FRH in
the midst of the smoke......and found no staff except
the caretaker. The CCF was upset and he refused to
take tea and declared..... that he will not take anything
until fire is put out...... We started contacting the ACF,
RFOs on wireless...none to avail for and were in worry
that it may reach even close to FRH....By 8.00 pm, the
ACF arrived and happily said that they could be able to
checkmate the big fire when it reached the Fire Break
of Natarajan Kolachi ... ...... as it could not cross or
jump the 50 m wide fire break...and the staff could be
able to stand in the front of it along the FB and beat it
oult.

The CCF & the FD were relieved of the tension and ap-
preciated the mechanism of fire controlling measures in
the BTR with FBs. We went till Natarajan Kolachi and
saw the fire was put out and by giving instructions to
recheck the line of fire-putout-in the morning to ensure
that no fire rekindled in the morning...... The Kalkere
zone of the BTR was the one which had never seen
fires since 1973... without fire break it would have seen
the fire in 1996.

(NB: Later, the continued accumulation of the dead-
woods fuel loads, congestion of Lantana and old teak
plantations caused fires..... it was burnt in the 2000s
and even a FG was caught in a devastating fire and
burnt in 2017 fires-a tragedy.)

Later Bandipur TR suffered with severe fires in 2010,
2013 and 2017 and 2019. Even the Military helicopter
sorties were pressed in to douse the fires going uncon-
trolled even after 5 days in 2019 for which the Hon'ble
Chief Minister of the State came down to see the fire
ravaged area of extent. Karnataka faced severe fire
ravages in the past in 2004 fires in Bhadra TR; 1992,
2012 fires in Nagarahole TR, and other worst fires in
Western Ghats in 2017. Most of the above fires were
due to accumulation of deadwood fuel load debris due
to gregariously flowered and dead bamboo in vast
tracts of the PAs and the Western Ghats.
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The fire damages can be reduced, if fire is managed
scientifically. To have advantages of forest fires and
to better manage wildfires “advance control burn-
ing- (ACB) has to be planned during winter in the
fire hazardous forests. To practice ACB, the pres-
ent ‘Total Fire Controlling Policy-(TFCP) practiced
since 1973 has to be relooked in favour of ‘Fire
Management Policy’ by borrowing tips from Fire
Management Policy,1992 of the US adopted after
1988 worst forest fires in Yellowstone NP.

The TFCP of India is not effective in the present con-
ditions of the Indian forests especially Protected Areas
(PAs) where the working of forests i.e. removal of forest
produce including grass have been banned since 1973.
This has created accumulation of deadwood fuel loads
in the deciduous forests inviting fires. The miscreants
take advantage of the situations and cause incendiary
fires for many anthropogenic reasons.

Feasible fire management policy would be...
*First-Fire Lines (FLs) should be minimum 10 m wide
and designed to run in straight lines (a) East -West to
prevent fires spreading south & north wards; (b) North-
South FLs to checkmate the sweeping fires from east to
west by beating or dousing or giving counter fires. The
snake route fire lines have no role in controlling fires-
they should be discarded. (c) Fire breaks of 50 m wide
running North-South at 10 Km or more intervals will be
another way to put out big fires for which roads and riv-
ers running N-S across PAs to be availed. (d) Fire lines
running E-W and N-S have to be planned strategically
by taking advantage of the D lines and forest roads as
they have to be maintained as FLs and marked on the
map and executed in time during winter.

*Second step is identification of fire hazardous areas in
advance and plan for removal of the deadwood debris
before fire season annually; and marking of annual fire
risky areas which are said to be about 600 in Karnataka
to take up ACB in the winter ....if they are- teak planta-
tions- ACB in every year; if grassy blanks- ACB once in
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2-3 years; if deciduous forest blocks-ACB in 4-5 years
rotational blocks. These ACB areasin winter cause
negligible damage to flora/fauna in small blocks but for-
est sprouts early and give shelter/food to wild animals
during summer, and in case of accidental big fires they
will act as fire breaks against sweeping fires.

*Third step is assured execution of FLs and deploy-
ment of the fire watchers to assist the field staff, provi-
sion of vehicles, camping sites, watch towers, wireless
communication, firefighting equipment/ protective gear
etc. as safety measures to upkeep the morale of the
field staff/men high to accomplish the job.
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*Fourth step- the Government should assure the regu-
lar funds. The punishment for fire setters to the forests
has to be enhanced to a minimum 3 years imprison-
ment as a cognizable offence with fine of Rs 25,000/-
as in Tiger Reserves since all forests are wildlife habi-
tats and hosts schedule-l animals. All forest fires should
be treated as forest offence, FIR filed and entrusted to
CID-forest cell for prosecution. It should be given wide
publicity and arrangements made to record the men en-
tering/coming out of the forests/PAs daily during the fire
season to nab the perpetrator of incendiary wild fires.

(' ewriter is former Wildlife Warden, Bandipur TR and a freelance writer on Wildlife, Forestry & Environment.
He can be contacted over mobile: +919632781811 and email: bmt.rajeev.ifs@gmail.com)

Education must inspire the faith that each of us has both the power and the
responsibility to effect positive change on a global scale.

- Daisaku lkeda

Continuation from page No.32

hunting, poaching, and habitat destruction, but farming of
crocodilians has greatly reduced unlawful trading in wild
skins.

Next day we hired two fishing boats to continue further
survey on the river. Local fishermen have full knowledge of
bathymetry of the river and not faced any problem rest of
the days. We conducted night surveys successfully under
the flash of searchlights on the surface of water.

After this, surveyed the river Sarada that shares the
border of India and Nepal and collected eggs of Gharial
and deposited at Kukrail field station for artificial hatching.
Also surveyed Krishna Godavari estuaries and nest
mappings were done. Eggs collected were deposited at
Nehru Zoological Park Hatching Centre monitored by Prof
B. C. Choudhury and Sri K. Varaprasad from Forest Dept.

While in Bitarkanika, in Orissa, surveyed the habitat of
the estuarine crocodile. Since | was, then, light weighted

Homo sapiens sapiens of around 53 kgs , volunteered to
step on the slushy and permeable bog soils that partially
decayed plant material. Peat bog is a mix of water and
land. Stepping and walking on peat, one would feel spongy
and squishy but risk getting stuck beyond the knees. Of
course, | was escorted by my batch mate Surajit Dutta and
couple of boats covering us in circle to protect from the
giant estuarine croc. No sooner had | started getting into
the bog, than it slipped into the receding waters, leaving
full length of abdominal trail on the nicely plastered bright
soil. Waited a while, until we were ensured safety from
the giant, slowly got down to walk step after step and
measured to our astonishment, it was measured about
22 feet long and Dr Bustard described it, as the biggest
crocodile of the world.

Thus, my journey of conservation began as early as
late seventies and continuing even after a decade of my
retirement on superannuation.

(The writer is Retd. DyCF, A.P, and presently working as a Wildlife and Biodiversity Consultant with many
organizations. He can be reached over mobile: 8500782528; and Email: drkthulsirao@gmail.com)
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A total of 10,013
BMCs were taken up
in the 1% phase for
sanction of CAAPs
and release of 1
instalments to all of
them to kick start the
activities approved.
An amount of
Rs.9,55,19,500 was
released to BMCs for
implementation of
CAAPs as of March
2022.

|
Biodiversity Conservation initiatives
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in Andhra Pradesh-Part 3.
Core activities Action Plan

D. Nalini Mohan, IFs (Retd.)

Mahatma Gandhiji wrote in his autobiography that “My dream is to have a forest in
every Village of the country and each village has to be self-sufficient in all respects.”
The biodiversity conservation strategy in Andhra Pradesh is framed on this concept
of Gandhiji which is nothing but sustainability in its best form. The formation
of Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) and Preparation of Peoples’
Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) as per the provisions of the Biological Diversity Act,
2002 and the Rules made thereunder (Act) was accomplished in the 14,157 local
bodies in the year 2021. The major challenge faced then was to operationalize
the BMCs which are statutory bodies, make them understand their powers and
responsibilities, and undertake programmes and projects to conserve biodiversity in
their jurisdiction. Andhra Pradesh State Biodiversity Board (APSBB) therefore has
taken up an innovative programme christened as Core Activities Action Plan (CAAP)
in order to operationalize the BMCs and to achieve the goals and objectives of the
Act.

The mandate of Act as well as APSBB was to conserve biodiversity, sustainable
utilization of bioresources and fair and equitable sharing of benefits accrued on
account of commercial utilization of bioresources in each and every local body/BMC.
Core Activities Action Plan consisting of 15 major activities has been designed by
me in such a manner to cover almost all the important aspects of the conservation
biodiversity in the BMCs. The APSBB has approved it to be implemented in all
the BMCs. The CAAP includes: 1) conducting monthly meetings of the BMC and
discussing the activities to be taken up. 2) Review, understanding and revision
of the PBR prepared for the BMC at regular intervals. 3) conducting awareness
programmes / General body meetings of the local body/BMC members every quarter
and involving in conservation of biodiversity actively. 4) dentification of persons
with Traditional Knowledge, Local Vaidyas/Hakims, documentation and validation
of Traditional Knowledge. 5) Conservation of Biological Heritage Sites (BHS) and
Sacred Groves and their registration. 6) “Intintikiee oushadha mokkala thota” (Home
Herbal Gardens) and roof top gardens to households. 7) Nagara vanam (Urban
Forestry) and Grama vanam (Village Forest) and Tree planting programme with
Shade, ornamental trees and Medicinal & fruit bearing trees plants and dovetailing
with “Jagananna Pachhatoranam” Programme. 8) Restoration of water bodies,
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Plastic waste removal & recycling and conservation of
wildlife. 9) Cultivation of Medicinal plants and aromatic
plantations by farmers. 10) Preservation of land races
and wild varieties of cultivated crops and establishing
seed bank etc. 11) Promotion of Organic farming and
natural farming. 12) Conservation of unique flora, fauna
and endemic species. 13) Establishing District, Mandal,
Municipality and Grama nurseries, School nurseries &
college nurseries 13). Protection of local animal breeds,
Ongole bull, Punganur cow, Jodipe & palla Breeds of
sheep and Tenualosa ilisha in Godavari estuary etc. 14)
Establishing District, Mandal, Municipality and Grama
nurseries, School nurseries & college nurseries. 15)
Establishment of Biodiversity Park, Gardens, Nakshatra
vanam, rasi vanam, smruthi vanam, Kartheeka Vanam,
Butterfly Garden and Honey Garden, pollinator garden
etc. The activities listed from 1-8 are mandatory for
every BMC and those from 9-15 are optional.

The core activities listed are magnanimous in nature
but their implementation requires concerted efforts,
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financial and human resources. Firstly, the statutory
frame work has been put in place in the form of BMCs
and each local body with a seven-member committee
to steer the activities. APSBB has issued instructions
to open Joint accounts have been opened in banks by
all the local bodes in the name of “Local Biodiversity
Fund (LBF) accounts of BMCs” with chairperson
(Sarpanch of the Grama Panchayat), Secretary of
Grama panchayat (Government Servant) and another
active member of the BMC preferably a woman and
belonging to SC/ST if any of the other two members.
The table shown below contains the activities and the
responsible agency/department for implementation of
the activities specified.

Funding is major constraint for Biodiversity Conservation
in the entire country including Andhra Pradesh. But the
position of Andhra Pradesh is slightly better because
APSBB have received certain amounts in the form of
Access Benefit Sharing (ABS) on commercial utilization

APSBB-Table showing the Core Activities Action Plan (CAAP) of BMCs

Activity

Responsible Department/Agency

Conducting monthly meeting of Biodiversity
Management Committee. (Mandatory)

To be integrated with PR& RD and MAUD
Departments

Updating of peoples Biodiversity Registers.
(Mandatory)

To be integrated with PR & RD and MAUD
Departments

Conducting awareness programme for
3 stakeholders, BMC Members, Students.
(Mandatory)

To be integrated with National Green Corps (NGC)
and NSS Programmes and APSBB

Identification of persons with Traditional
Knowledge, Local Vaidyas/Hakims,
documentation and validation of Traditional
Knowledge. (Mandatory)

To be integrated with AYUSH department and
APSBB

5 and Sacred Groves and their registration.
(Mandatory)

Conservation of Biological Heritage Sites (BHS)

To be integrated with AYUSH department and
APSBB
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“Intintikiee oushadha mokkala thota” (Home

To be Integrated with PR&RD, MAUD and APSBB

6 Herbal Gardens) and roof top gardens to (OarAMMES
households. (Mandatory) prog
Nagara vanam (Urban Forestry) and Grama o
vanam (Village Forest) and Tree planting a) BMCs at Mandal / Municipality, Gram
;| programme with Shade, ornamental trees Panchayat level & APSBB
and Mg@cmgl & fruit bearing trees plants and b) To be Integrated with Social Forestry &
dovetailing with Jagananna Pachhatoranam Horticulture Departmental programmes & APSBB
Programme. (Mandatory)
g zen::)c\’ztzr:e(: Vgﬁ;er::sf;:;é;:;ovﬁ?\fm| diffe Outside RFs/ Sanctuary areas. Integrated with
yeling '| NGOs, BMCs and APSBB
(Mandatory)
9 Cultivation of Medicinal plants and aromatic To be Integrated with MGNREGS & APMAPB
plantations by farmers. (Optional) programmes & APSBB
Preservation of land races and wild varieties
10 of cultivated crops and establishing seed bank To be Integrated with Agriculture Department
etc... (Optional)
1 Promotion of Organic farming and natural To be Integrated with Agriculture Department
farming. (Optional) Programme & RYSS
19 Conservation of unique flora, fauna and Outside RFs/ Sanctuary areas. Integrated with
endemic species. (Optional) NGOs, BMCs and APSBB
Protection of local animal breeds, Ongole bull,
13 Punganur cow, Jodipe & palla Breeds of sheep | Integrated with Animal Husbandry & Fisheries
and Tenualosa ilisha in Godavari estuary etc... Department & APSBB Programmes
(Optional)
a) Dovetailing with MGNREGS programmes &
i L T NGC programme
Establishing District, Mandal, Municipality and C L
g inicipally b) BMCs at District’Mandal / Municipality level &
14 Grama nurseries, School nurseries & college
. . APSBB
nurseries (Optional). , .
C) To be Integrated with Social Forestry &
Horticulture Department programmes & APSBB
a) Dovetailing with MGNREGS programmes &
Establishment of Biodiversity Park, Gardens, NGC programme
15 Nakshatra vanam, rasi vanam, smruthi vanam, | b) BMCs at District/Mandal / Municipality level &

Kartheeka Vanam, Butterfly Garden and Honey
Garden, pollinator garden etc... (Optional).

APSBB
C) To be Integrated with Social Forestry &
Horticulture Department programmes & APSBB
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of bioresources in the State. Andhra Pradesh is unique
in having the valuable Red sanders trees in southern
part of the State in combined Chittoor, Kadapa,
Kurnool, Nellore and Prakasam Districts covering parts
of Nallamalais and entire Seshachalam hill ranges. It
is an endangered and endemic species and smugglers
fell the trees illegally and try to smuggle the timber.
Forest department and the Red Sanders task force
specially formed seize the illicitly cut red sanders wood.
The forest department auctions the seized wood as per
the permission obtained from the Government of India
and CITES and the sale value is credited to the State
Treasury.

Whereas ABS @ 5% of sale value is as per the Act is
accrued to APSBB by the domestic traders and to NBA
by the export-oriented firms. NBA has received ABS
amount pertaining to Andhra Pradesh State to a tune
of over 100 crores as on date. APSBB has received
about Rs. 13.05 crores approximately since 2015-16
onwards in different instalments as and when Red
sanders wood was sold. Other ABS amounts of about
Rs 2 crores were also received by APSBB from AYUSH
manufacturers and traders since its inception. Apart
from this, based on a project proposal submitted by
me, NBA have released an amount of Rs. 11.25 Crores
during 2000-21 for formation of BMCs and preparation
of PBRs and LBF to be released to BMCs. Since then,
NBA started putting pressure on APSBB to utilize the
ABS amount released by them. It was my firm stand
that that the ABS will be released to the BMCs only
for a specific purpose only. Distribution of ABS funds
on an ad hoc basis to the BMCs without any specific
plan of action was not agreed to by APSBB. This is
essential for having transparency and accountability
in utilization of funds by the BMCs concerned and to
obtain utilization certificates from the concerned BMCs
subsequently. APSBB has obtained permission from
NBAand released the RS ABS to BMCs in all 13 districts
and utilization certificate was submitted to NBA.
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Further, APSBB has submitted a detailed project
proposal for operationalization of BMCs in 10,000
Grama Panchayats in phase -1 for an amount of Rs.
75 Crores. NBA have agreed in Principle to release
the ABS funds and the matter was under active
consideration of NBA as of July 2022. | have formulated
the Core Activities action plan programme covering all
the BMCs in a phased manner as explained for utilizing
ABS funds.

Another challenge faced by me was to get the action
plans from 14,157 BMCs in a short span of time,
scrutinize them and sanction them and release funds
with meagre staff. | have utilized the information
Technology once again to achieve this major task of
capturing CAAPs from over 14,000 BMCs in a short
span of time. | have designed the software platform in
partnership with e-pragati authority of Andhra Pradesh
and utilizing the login ids and passwords allotted to
each Grama Panchayat (BMC). A series of zoom
conferences were conducted District wise to train the
Gram panchayat secretaries and the Sarpanches to
understand the software programme and enter the data
online and submit the same in systematic manner. The
NGOs appointed as Mandal Biodiversity Coordinators
(MBC) played an important role in the process were
also given training. The help of Panchayati raj and
Rural development department staff and officers was
taken to coordinate the training programmes and
capturing the data. District wise direct workshops were
conducted in all the erstwhile 13 District headquarters
and accomplished the task.

CAAPs proposals were entered by the grama
panchayat secretaries in the web application prepared
by APSBB and submitted to Mandal level computer
systems and the MPDOs have verified the CAAPs,
either approved or modified or returned them to GPs as
per need. Once approved by MPDOs the CAAPSs will be
viewed by the DPOs/CEOs of Zilla Parishads and make
changes in it if they so wish. Thus, the CAAPSs reach
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the software platform of APSBB and e- pragati have
verified and scrutinized them for any aberrations and
rectified. Those plans which met all the requirements
were approved electronically by me personally for an
average amount of Rs.75000/- for each BMC and a total
of 75 Crores for about 10,000 BMCs as per the project
proposals submitted and under active consideration of
NBA.

Then, CAAP sanction orders were approved by me
through e-office system operationalized for the first
time in any SBB in the country. Approved CAAPs
were communicated online to DPOs/CEOs of Zill
Parishads and they were made available to the Mandal
Parishads and Grama Panchayats directly which can
be downloaded. The validity of the LBF accounts was
tested through test transfer of Re.1/- to each of them
initially and they were referred back to the BMCs for
rectification if any issues were found. Once action
plans approved, proceedings were issued for release
of 1%t installment of funds ranging from Rs. 8900/- to
Rs. 22500/- depending on the activities proposed by
the BMCs. Funds were released from APSBB bank
account directly to the ten thousand LBF accounts
of BMCs concerned in different parts of the State
electronically. This method is unique for a small
organization like APSBB as even PR & RD department
is not following this type of direct fund transfer system.
It took strenuous efforts and series of deliberations that
have gone into designing and standardizing this system.
This is an excellent example of interdepartmental
coordination and cooperation in governance. APSBB is
proud that with its meagre staff and resources it could
achieve this advancement in e-governance in a very
short span of less than 6 months. Security audit as per
e-governance guidelines /mandates was also carried
out for the software platform developed by the APSBB
in partnership with e- pragati authority.

Thus, a total of 10,013 BMCs were taken up in the
1% phase for sanction of CAAPs and release of 1%
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instalments to all of them to kick start the activities
approved. An amount of Rs.9,55,19,500 was released
to BMCs forimplementation of CAAPs as of March 2022.
The BMCs have to submit signed acknowledgements
upon receipt of funds in their accounts after due
verification of credits. The following table shows the
District wise/ No.of Grama Panchayats and the amount
released to the BMCs:

State Level Abstract of Utilization of NBA - ABS (RS)
[SL.No. | | No.of 'Nn.of"i'.{p}BQEEToul Released Tots
District Name | mandals | BMCs | (InRs.) n Rs.
1| Anantapur 64 1001 61566000
| 2[Chiteor | 66 | 127(}’* 80004000 | 12190000
3| EastGoduvari | 57 | 676  40613000|
T e A 03|}’ 56988000 8499500 |
5 | Krishna 36 ‘{”'471 [ i@lmeﬂ
6| Kumool | 47 | 601 36206000 | 5484500
7| Prakesam | 54 | 66L] 41179000 623500
8| SPSR Nellore 47”?*9’0’1' 57606000 3%6500\
' OfSokakuam | 35 | 601|, 37343000 5878500
10| Visakhapatanam | 40 | 951 59576500 'Tﬂ'
11| Vizianagaram | 34 | 601 37566000 5797500
12| West Godavani | 47 ] 1 mJ 39286000 m‘
13| Y.SR Kadapa | 51 701 | 42192000 6789000

The balance of About Rs. 13 Crores were proposed for
common activities like trainings, capacity building of
stakeholders, publicity and awareness creation, field
visits, monitoring and evaluation, and administrative
cost for implementing the project at APSBB and
different levels of BMCs etc.,

In addition to implementation of CAAPs, APSBB
have also initiated another innovative method of
implementation of the biodiversity conservation
activities in an intensive manner in select few mandals
in a cluster approach. It is christened as Intensified
Core Activities Action Plan (ICAAP) programme and
taken up in 78 Mandals out of 661 Mandals covering
all the newly formed 26 districts of the state @ three
Mandals per district. 26 reputed NGOs from among the
MBCs have been selected based on their expertise and
past experience of working as a partner with APSBB in
past since its inception. They were entrusted with the

Contd.. on page No.43
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Every year large number of Mulberry growing farmers
went into financial distress due unpredictable market
fluctuation for mulberry cocoons. An innovative
approach led to a scenario whereby the end of the year
1994, over 20,000 acres of Mulberry area was replaced
by Marigold providing steady incomes to the farmers
in the southern part of Ananthapur district. Gone were
the days of unpredictable highs and lows of the cocoon
market.

Introduction:

Ananthapur district, especially the Southern parts-
Hindupur, Madakasira- are ideally suited for growing
Mulberry. These areas have deeper soils, better
rainfall (compared to the northern parts) and better
groundwater as well. This area accounted for about 90
per cent of Mulberry cultivation in the undivided Andhra
Pradesh state. Being a commercial crop-cocoons are
traded in the market-it had been subject to huge market
swings, very often in the negative.

Farmers had been looking for an alternative crop for
Mulberry for a long time. The other parts of the district
grew Groundnut-again largest producer in the state. But
groundnut was not an option here because of the soil
and rainfall conditions being favourable for something
more than groundnut.

The Wise men in search of the land:

Alfred Vedam Thomas (AVT) started a tea plantation
in Tamil Nadu way back in 1925 and became the first
Indian to own a tea plantation. And thus, was born the
AVT, a family- owned company. A group of members of
AVT came to Ananthapur looking for land and farmers
willing to cultivate a flower crop ‘Marigold'. In Andhra
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@ “GoGo..Mulberry”-“Comein..Marigold”
Innovation to Enhance Entrepreneurship and Incomes of Farmers

Dr. K. Tirupataiah, IFs (Retd.)

Pradesh Marigold had traditionally been a side crop
that has seasonal (festival) market. But Marigold as a
main crop? That looked strange.

Discussions followed. The Men from AVT explained
their project. “We have high yielding variety seeds of
Marigold. We will supply the seed which farmers have
to grow. We will also train trainers to guide farmers on
cultivation practices and we will have first chare on the
crop”. The next query was “what would you do with so
much of Marigold?” The men explained that Hindupur
area is very close to Bangalore (as it was called then)
airport from where they will transport to a colour
extraction plant and then export the colour to the USA.

Curiosity grew further. “What would people in USA do
with Marigold flower extraction?”. “The extract would
be mixed with chicken/pig feed and that would give
the chicken/pig a golden yellow colour. Meat from such
animals get higher rate than normal meat”, they said.
That was real surprising news for all of us.

The MOU:

Perhaps for the first time in government sector, a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed
between the District Administration (I signed as ED SC
Corporation, Ananthapur), AVT and Syndicate Farmers
Credit Society (a society supported by Syndicate Bank,
Hindupur). While the SC Society mobilized farmers
and assured them of better returns than Mulberry, the
Syndicate Farmers Credit Society ensured required
financial support. AVT provided seed, technical
guidance and training. Large number of motivational
camps were organized to mobilize farmers to take up
Marigold.
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The Impact:

The Marigold comes to crop once in three months and
multiple harvests were possible in a year. A dynamic
rate was fixed based on the calyx (Green base)- petal
(vellow florets) ratio i.e. higher petal ratio, better rate.
This introduced competition among farmers to manage
their cultivation practices well and get higher rates.
Within a year, Marigold replaced more than 10,000
acres of Mulberry area and by the second year, it
touched around 20,000 acres.

Sustainability:

AVT, as per the MoU, had a monopoly on the Marigold
crop. After the cultivation and yields stabilized,
flexibility was brought in. Farmers were permitted to
sell about 10 per cent of the crop in open market, if
they get better rates. This provision also put the onus
back on AVT to offer competitive rates. It was a great
“entrepreneurial success” for all partners, especially to
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the District Administration.

After a few years, AVT set up an extraction plant
near Hindupur itself thus cutting down their costs
on transport to Bangalore and further and offering
better prices to farmers. This innovative project ran
successfully for over two decades. Critical part in any
initiative by the government/agency is its continuity.
Understanding the background to an initiative, over all
benefit to farmers/citizen and continued support are
generally rare commodities in government sector. This
innovation had, in time, lead to more such initiatives with
crops like Papaya (Guntakal area) and Pomegranate
(Kalyandurg-Rayadurg area). Leadership provided by
the District Collector (new one) and the coordination
among SC Society, Horticulture Department, Syndicate
Bank, Syndicate Farmers Credit Society, ownership by
the farmers and technical support from AVT all made it
possible to run the project successfully.

(e writer is retired PCCF, Telangana and currently working as Chief Consultant (Training) at Dr Marri
Channa Reddy HRD Institute of Telangana, Hyderabad. Feedback-Mobile:8885532021 Email:kota_86@

redi mail.com)

“I am fully aware that there are many people out there in the world who don’t like me. Who say mean things
about me every day. But I’d rather not know. If you came up to me and you told me that there was a man that
I’d never met before who was saying horrible things about me, and then you then listed all the awful things
he’d said about me to my face: You're the bad guy. That person has a right to say whatever he wants about me.
I’ve never met him before, but he can say whatever he wants; that is his right. It wasn’t until you told me that
I knew what was going on. You’ve turned it into a personal attack.”

-Daniel Sloss

Continuation from page No.41

responsibility of handholding services to BMCs and
implementing the CAAPs in all the Grama Panchayats
of these three Mandals. An amount of Rs. 1 lakh per
Mandal was the budget allotted to the ICAAP Mandals
in addition to the CAAPs for operationalizing the BMCs
and developing them as Model Mandals. A major
activity of the ICAAP among others is to raise one Lakh
plants of economic/ecological importance and species
belonging to Rare, endangered, and threatened
categories and planting them. All the nurseries were

established as of July 2022 and the plants were planned
for planting and distribution during 2022-23.

Thus, the BMCs play a crucial role in implementation of
the Act. And the challenge was to raise awareness and
sensitize the BMC members and motivate them to own
the responsibility and take up activities sanctioned in a
timely and effective manner. Therefore, APSBB have
taken up another initiative and designed a massive
awareness campaign with several components.

(To be continued)

(The author is former Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Member Secretary Andhra Pradesh State Biodiversity

Board, Guntur)
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Some of the words and phrases used in official
correspondence and legal documents are mentioned
below for information:

1. Act of God: Means an overwhelming,
unpreventable event caused exclusively by forces
of nature, such as an earthquake, flood, or
tornado. The definition has been statutorily
broadened to include all natural phenomena that
are exceptional, inevitable, and irresistible, the
effects of which could not be prevented or avoided
by the exercise of due care of foresight.

2. ad-hoc appointment: Normally, a stop-gap
arrangement pending regular appointment to the
post. Such appointment may become necessary
where the recruitment rules have not been framed
or the actual process of recruitment is likely to

take some time. 6.

3. Alias: Otherwise called as.

4. Alibi: (Latin word meaning ‘elsewhere’) Plea of
defence that at the time when offence or

misdemeanor was committed, he was somewhere 7.

else. In Dudh Nath Pandey v. State of U.P., AIR
1981 SC 911, the Supreme Court observed - “The
plea of alibi postulates the physical impossibility of
the presence of the accused at the scene of
offence by reason of his presence at another
place. The plea can therefore succeed only if it is
shown that the accused was so far away at the
relevant time that he could not be present at the

place where the crime was committed....” 9.

5. All India services: The services created by and
under Art. 312 of the Constitution. Two services

Some Words and Phrases in Legal
Parlance

Dr. Akula Kishan, IFs. (retd.)

been created by the parliament and it was further
provided that more All-India services may be
created by the Parliament on a resolution passed
by the Council of States with two-third majority of
its members, present and voting, declaring that it
is necessary or expedient in the national interest
to create such a service. Under these provisions,
on 7" December 1951, the Council of States
passed a resolution recommending the creation of
three more all India services, viz., the India
Engineering Service, the Indian Forest Service
and the Indian Medical and Health Service. These
three services were mentioned in S.2(a) of the All-
India Service Act, 1951 vide. An amendment
dated 6™ December 1963. However, only Indian
Forest Service has so far been created.

amicus curiae: A friend of the court. A person,
generally a lawyer who is permitted or requested
by the Court to address the court in a case in
which he is not representing any party.

audi alteram partem: Literally meaning “hear the
other side”, i.e., no adverse action to be taken
against an employee without having his point of
view. It is called “rule of fairness” in the Principles
of Natural Justice.

autrefois acquit: A French term meaning
previously acquitted of an offence. Therefore, he
cannot be tried again for the same offence.

autrefois convict: A French term meaning
previously convicted. Thus, he cannot be tried
again for the same offence.

viz., the lLA.S. and the I.P.S. were deemed to have 10. Bona fide: In good faith.
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11.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

burden of proof: The onus to prove existence of
a fact. The burden of proof to establish a charge
against an employee is on the employer
[Sulhendra Chandra v. Union Territory, AIR 1962
Tripura 15]

cadre: In service jurisprudence the expression
means the unit of strength of a service or a part of
its as determined by the employer. The service
rendered by an employee in one cadre cannot be
taken into account for determining his seniority in
another cadre unless specifically allowed by any
rule [State of Maharashtra v. Purushottam, 1996
AIR SCW 2729]. F.R. 9(4) defines the term as —
“the strength of a service or a part of a service
sanctioned as a separate unit”.

caveat. An intimation to the court that the caveator
intends to have notice of appearance in the
hearing of an application which has been made or
is expected to be made in suit or proceeding
instituted or about to be instituted in a court. The
purpose of caveat is to safeguard against no-
impleadment or an adverse interim order. The
caveator shall also serve a notice of the caveat by
registered post A.D. on the person or the authority
by whom the application to the Court has been
made or is expected to be made.

Where, after a caveat has been lodged, any
application is filed in any suit or proceeding, the
Court shall serve a notice of application on the
caveator.

de facto: Actually
de jure: According to law.

dies non: In service terms, dies non means a day
which cannot be treated as duty for any purpose.
However, it does not amount to break in service.
The Supreme Court has held that Dies non is
punitive in nature [Ex Hav Satbir Singh v. Chief of
Army Staff, C.A. Nos. 7939-40 of 2012 d. 09-11-
2012].

17.

18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
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fundamental rules: Service Rules framed by the
Secretary of State for India. These rules laid down
the basic principles to regulate conditions of
service of the Crown employees in India and
came into effect from 18January, 1922. The rules
have been continued, mutatis mutandis, after
independence. Some of the provisions have been
replaced by separates set of rules e.g., Leave
rules.

ipso facto: By the fact itself.

mala fide: Want of good faith. An act is said to be
done mala fide when the authority has acted for
an improper motive or ulterior purposes or country
to the requirements of the statue, or the basis of
the circumstances contemplated by law, or
improperly exercised  discretion to achieve some
ulterior purpose. The determination of the plea of
mala fide involves two questions, namely, (i)
whether there is a personal bias or an oblique
motive; and (i) whether the administrative action
is contrary to the objects, requirements and
conditions of a valid exercise of administrative
power [State of Bihat v. P.P. Sharma, 1991 AIR
SCW 1034].

per se: By itself.
quid pro quo: Consideration for the deal.

special leave petition: A petition field in the
Supreme Court under Art.136 of the Constitution
in a matter where no appeal lies otherwise.

In service matters, since no appeal lies to the
Supreme Court, an S.L.P. may be field to seek
special permission. The period of limitation to file
an S.L.P. is ninety days from the date of the
judgment or order sought to be appealed from
[Order XVI, Rule 1, The Supreme Court Rules,
1996]. It is well-settled that mere summary
disposal of a special leave petition does conclude
the issue on merits [State of J & K v. Farid Ahmad
Tak, (2019)7 SCC 278].
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23.

24.

speaking order: An order containing reasons for
the conclusions reached. It is necessary to make
speaking orders while dealing with cases of quasi-
judicial nature such as disciplinary matters. A
speaking order should also be made while
disposing of an appeal or deciding an issue raising
civil consequences.

stare decisis: The principle the judicial precedents
are binding. The doctrine of stare decisis is
expressed in the maxim stare decisis et non
quieta movere., It means that a judgment which
has held the field for a long time should not
unsettled.

25. status quo: “According to the ordinary legal

connotation, the term ‘status quo’ implies the
existing state of things at any given point of time.”
[Bharat Coking Coal Ltd, v. State of Bihar, (1987)
Supp. SCC 394 (398)]

.
26.
27.

28.
29.
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sub judice: Under consideration of a court of law.

supernumerary post: A post created in addition
to the sanctioned number of posts to meet an
emergent or unavoidable requirement. The post is
normally created to accommodate the lien of an
officer who is entitled to hold a lien against a
regular permanent post but cannot have his lien
due to non-availability of such a post. A
supernumerary post may also be created to meet
the requirement of compliance with a judicial
pronouncement. Sometimes, such a post may
have to be created to make a compassionate
appointment.

ultra vires: Beyond the power or authority of.

vicarious liability: The principle that employer is
also liable for acts of employee done by him within
the scope of his duties and authority.

* THE WARRIOR”

-D. Nagabhushanam, IFS (Retd.)
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Bio-piracy - A Perspective

V.V. Hariprasad, m.s(is), M.A, M.Phil., LLM.

Bio-piracy results because of a situation where
indigenous knowledge of nature, originating with
indigenous people is used by others for profit
without permission from and with a little or no
compensation or recognition to the indigenous
people themselves. So, Bio-piracy is defined as
the practice of commercially exploiting naturally
occurring biochemical or genetic material, especially
by obtaining patents that restrict its future use, while
failing to pay fair compensation to the community
from which it originates. Developed countries are
exploiting developing countries’ genetic resources and
indigenous communities’ traditional knowledge in the
name of patents on the inventions derived from those
genetic resources. This leads to bio-piracy.

Bio-piracy operates through unfair application of
patents to genetic resources and traditional knowledge

Bio piracy is recognized as the theft or usurpation of
genetic materials especially plants and other biological
materials by the patent process whereas a patent is a
set of exclusive rights granted by a sovereign state to
an inventor or assignee for a limited period in exchange
for detailed public disclosure of an invention. (Not a
discovery) Patents are a form of intellectual property.

Intellectual property:

¢ Intellectual property is the creation of human mind,
human intellect, and hence called ‘“intellectual
property”

¢ Intellectual property is an intangible (Incapable of
being perceived by touch) right exercisable and
asserted in respect of a material or tangible work.
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Traditional knowledge

Traditional knowledge, indigenous knowledge and
local knowledge generally refer to knowledge systems
embedded in the cultural traditions of regional,
indigenous, or local communities. Ex: using a plant for
a snake bite by forest dwellers.

Patent: A patent is a type of intellectual property that
gives its owner the legal right to exclude others from
making, using, or selling an invention for a limited
period of time in exchange for publishing an enabling
disclosure of the invention.

Bio- piracy of wheat
v" Wheat the golden grain is called KANAK in
northwestern India

v" In December 1909 the book titled “Wheat in India”
was published

v During 1916-1920 Indian wheat varieties won
prizes at international grain exhibitions

v" On May 371994 U.S gave patent to MONSANTO
for low elasticity of flour blends of wheat (exclusive
ownership over use of Nap Hal a strain of wheat)

v/ On 21 May 2003 European patent office in
Munich granted patent on wheat to Monsanto
titled “plants”(use of Nap Hal a strain of wheat in
making chapatis)

v India has challenged wheat bio piracy of Monsanto
in European patent office on 17th February 2004

v' The patent is a blatant example of bio piracy
as it is tantamount to the theft of the results of
endeavors in cultivation made by Indian farmers
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v" Monday 15th November 2004 activists and
farmers opposing patents on Indian agricultural
products by the West have achieved rare victory.
A patent on Indian wheat, held by multinational
corporation Monsanto, has been revoked by the
Munich-based European Patent Office (EPO).

Bio-piracy of Basmati rice:

The most famous case of bio-piracy was
regarding basmati rice. Basmati rice is an indigenous
crop of India. RiceTec Inc, had been trying to enter
the international Basmati market with brands like
‘Kasmati’ and ‘Texmati’ described as Basmati-type rice
with minimal success. It was patented in 1997 by the
American company Rice Tech Inc. Basmati rice means
the “queen of fragrance or the perfumed one.” This type
of rice has been grown in the foothills of the Himalayas
for thousands of years.

Basmati is a bio-resource of India. There are 27
documented varieties of Basmati being grown in India.
If the patent is granted to an American company for
Basmati, then it will be a case of bio-piracy. Thus
Basmati being our bio resource, the patent should not
have gone to an American company. Another reason
would be that India will not be able to use its own bio
resource and have to seek permission from the patent
owner.

The Indian Government appealed 3 claims out of
20 which were challenged for certain characteristics
of the rice. Therefore, these claims were taken out
of the original patent. As a result, Rice tec. agreed
to withdraw 15 out of 20 patented claims and also
agreed to change the title of invention, i.e.. no longer
using the term, Basmati. Unlike regular white rice
with a glycaemic index (Gl) of 89, the Gl of both white
and brown basmati rice ranges from 45-58, which is
deemed suitable for diabetics. Basmati rice is a food
recommended by the Canadian Diabetes Association.

The Economic Implications of the Patent
Patents and geographically indicated rights help to
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ensure a monopoly over a product. By taking out
intellectual property rights on its invention, RiceTec
sought to gain exclusive control on the basmati name
and on any future breeding of basmati germplasm in the
Western Hemisphere. It was already selling basmati
type aromatic rice in the U.S. for the preceding number
of years earlier. Previously, it attempted to make
headway into the lucrative basmati market by selling its
rice under similar-sounding brand names. This is legally
known as “passing off”, where a company passes off
one’s own product as that of another better established
company. One such brand name was ‘Texmati’ which
RiceTec marketed as “American basmati” in the U.S.
and in some European countries.

RiceTec's usage of the name basmati for rice which
was derived from Indian rice but not grown in India,
and hence not of the same quality as “Basmati”, would
have led to the violation of the concept of Geographical
indications and would have been a deception to the
consumers. However, all the patent rights that were
granted were rejected.

Bio-piracy of turmeric

In 1995, two expatriate Indians at the University of
Mississippi Medical Centre were granted U.S. Patent
5,401,504 on Use of turmeric in wound Healing. The
claim covered “a method of promoting healing of a
wound by administering turmeric to a patient afflicted
with wound”. This patent also granted them the
exclusive right to sell and distribute turmeric. Initially,
this news was a disbelief and surprise by many people
in India.

In 1996, The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research
(CSIR), India, New Delhi requested the US Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO) to revoke the patent on
the grounds of existing prior art. CSIR did not succeed
in providing that many Indians already use turmeric
for wound healing although turmeric was known to
every Indian household for ages. Fortunately, it could
provide documentary evidence of traditional knowledge
including ancient Sanskrit text and a paper published in
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1953 in the Journal of the Indian Medical Association.
The patent was revoked in 1997, after ascertaining that
there was no novelty.

Bio-piracy of neem:

Neem is mentioned in many ancient texts and traditional
Indian medical authorities place it at the pinnacle
of their pharmacopeia. The bark, leaves, flowers,
seeds and fruit pulp are used to treat a wide range
of diseases and complaints ranging from leprosy and
diabetes to ulcers, skin disorders and constipation. The
“neem tree” is a shrub grown in dry zones in around
fifty countries. It has many uses thanks to its chemical
constituents. The neem tree provides contraceptives,
laxatives, toothpaste and pesticides and has been
used by indigenous populations for thousands of years

Toiletries: Neem twigs are used by millions of Indians
as an antiseptic tooth brush. Its oil is used in the
preparation of toothpaste and soap.

Contraception: Neem oil is known to be a potent sper-
micide and is considered to be 100% effective when
applied intra-vaginally before intercourse. Intriguingly,
it is also taken internally by ascetics who wish to abate
their sexual desire.

Timber: Besides being hard and fast growing, its
chemical resistance to termites makes neem a useful
construction material.

Fuel: Neem oil is used as lamp oil, while the fruit pulp
is useful in the manufacture of methane.

Agriculture :The Upavanavinod, an ancient Sanskrit
treatise dealing with forestry and agriculture, cites
neem as a cure for ailing soils, plants and livestock.
Neem cake, the residue from the seeds after oil ex-
traction, is fed to livestock and poultry, while its leaves
increase soil fertility. Most importantly, neem is a potent
insecticide, effective against about 200 insects, includ-
ing locusts, brown plant-hoppers, nematodes, mosqui-
to larvae, Colorado beetles and boll weevils the insects.
These properties, and others, known to Indians for mil-
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lennia, have led to the tree’s being called in Sanskrit
Sarva Roga Nivarini, the curer of all ailments’, or in the
Muslim tradition, Shajar-e-Mubarak, the blessed tree’.
Access to its various products has been free or cheap.
There were some 14 million neem trees in India and
the age-old village techniques for extracting the seed
oil and pesticidal emulsions do not require expensive
equipment. A large number of different medicinal com-
pounds based upon neem are commonly available.

The patent for neem was granted by the European
Patent Office to the United States Department of
Agriculture and the chemical multinational, W.R. Grace,
in 1995

In 2000, the European Patent Office revoked the patent
but the victory was short-lived as the revocation was
followed by an appeal. At the hearing , this appeal
was dismissed, Dr Shiva the then Director, Research
Foundation for Science, Technology and Ecology Govt.
of India said. “We gave them evidence of farmers using
this knowledge for a long time and also gave them
information about the two scientists who had conducted
research on neem before the patent had been granted.
During the hearing , they dismissed the appeal and
upheld the earlier revocation of the patent.”

Bio-piracy of Catharanthus roseus:

«+  For centuries, Catharanthus roseus - also known
as Madagascar periwinkle - had been used as
medicine in Africa and beyond. In the Philippines,
indigenous groups use the plant as an appetite
suppressant. Because Madagascar periwinkle
causes a sharp drop in white blood cells, it can

help against leukemia

« USA usurped the plant material from Madagascar
extracted the alkaloids Vincristine and vinblastine,
prepared drugs for cancer patients and got
benefited with millions of dollars through the
patented drugs used all over the world for cancer.

Bio-piracy of Ongole bull: These animals known for
their resistance to diseases like mad cow disease and
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extreme hot climate due to their protective and reflective
coat, were exported for more than four decades and
were bred in Brazil, especially for meat. For long the
animals and their semen were exported from India and
used for breeding in Brazil. But this was happening
indiscriminately in violation of bio piracy laws

The  National Biodiversity — Authority — (NBA),
Government of India, launched an investigation into
the “unauthorized” sale of Ongole bull and the breeds’
semen to Brazil.

Following this development an investigation was
launched to find out whether the sale was done illegally.
It was also found that embryos (Pindamu) of another
indigenous cattle breed ‘Gir’ native of Gujarat were also
being sold likewise (May 2011)

It came to light when a Brazilian entity bought an
Ongole bull for Rs.35 lakh, an exorbitant sum, and the
same was reported in the media. Further investigations
brought to light the export of the embryos too. One can
find thousands of Ongole Bulls in Brazil which resorted
to bio piracy whereas in Ongole Of Andhra Pradesh
of India where from the species was said to have
originated, we hardly find a few hundreds of Ongole
bulls.

Threats of Bio-piracy: The knowledge and /or genetic
resources belonging to a region, community or country
is stolen or claimed as one ‘s own. The use of this
knowledge or genetic resource in the area of its origin
or traditional usage may be hampered that the patent
holder will unfairly profit from the patent.

The following enactments made by Govt. of India have
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been instrumental in curbing the activities of bio piracy
there by exploitation of genetic resources and biological
wealth of India

The Patents Act 1970

The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration &
Protection Act) 1999

The Biological Diversity Act 2002

Conclusion:

Bio piracy has been a menace that has been
unscrupulously put into practice by the developed
countries against the genuine and judicious interests
of developing countries by taking advantage of the
patent regime that came into existence with the
evolving of the concept of intellectual property rights.
The convention on biological diversity known as “ The
United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity”,
informally known as the “Biodiversity Convention”, is a
multilateral treaty opened for signature at the Earth
Summit in Rio De Janeiro in 1992. It is a key document
regarding sustainable development. It comes under
the United Nations Environment Programme and
was instrumental in curbing the Bio piracy having 1)
Conservation of biological Diversity, 2)Sustainable use
of the components of the biodiversity and 3) Fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the genetic
resources. The idea of CBD is to develop national
strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity. “Biodiversity convention” of 1992
paved the way in putting restrictions on the exploitation
of the genetic resources and biological wealth of
developing countries by the developed ones.

( eauthor is a retired Dy CF, former consultant, A.P State Biodiversity Board and a practicing advocate in the
High court of Telangana. He is working as a guest faculty in the Central university of Hyderabad. He can be

accessed at vvhp53@gmail.com and 7893673767)

“There’s zero correlation between being the best talker and
having the best ideas.” - Susan Cain
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The Vedas- Repositories of Indian

Medicine

C. Muralidhara Rao, IFs (Retd.)

VEDAS AND INDIAN CULTURE

Vedas are considered to be the essence of nature and
the backbone of Indian culture and development through
millennia. They constitute the first literature that dawned
on us. People consider them as the revealed knowledge.
Man, with his highly intellectual mental calibre, is said to
be a pinnacle of divine creation. For his comprehensive
achievement, codes of conduct are incorporated in
Vedas. Vedic texts are the most precious gifts to
humanity from our benign creator.

Vedas inspired the earliest man thus drawing inspiration
from God. They, by and large, lift us up a little beyond
physical or metaphysical reality, thus raising us from
creation to the creator. They take us to beauty and
pleasure behind the so-called beauty and pleasure in our
daily lives. Hence Vedas become the source books of
para vidya (Mundane knowledge) and apara vaidya (the
science of ultimate reality).

,The Vedic verses enable us to enjoy the glory of God in
His creation. In Vedic terminology, by creation, we mean
a purposeful, well-ordained transformation of the
unmanifest to the manifest form, from ‘Asat’ to ‘Sat’. The
Vedic verses are the earliest source of knowledge. They
are in a language prior to which there was no language of
such a rich stock of literature. The Vedic language is the
mother of Sanskrit which is regarded as “the first daughter
of the earliest mother tongue”.

The Vedic concept is that God is the truth personified,
activity personified, purity personified, love personified,
and bliss personified. Vedic theory enunciates that all
complexity came out of simplicity, heterogeneity out of
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homogeneity, and perfection out of imperfection.
Variety out of uniformity. Behold nature’s splendour
and Lord’s divine poetry. Both are beyond decay and
death as Adharva Veda proclaims.

This immeasurable beauty of nature is God's creation.
A gentle sway of His hand sends us a breeze that
mesmerizes us with its fragrance. It carries the
melodious notes of a variety of birds with the
brightness of colour of their plumages. Rivers flow as
ordained by Him ( Rigveda).

Yajurveda advises us to live a life of a hundred years,
a life of self-respect without being a burden to anyone.
Let Almighty bless us to be trees and not creepers.
The Vedas also teach us to live in complete harmony
with nature and experience the Grace of God in the
splendour of the Universe. Adharvaveda says that
man’s paradise is on earth which has the blessings of
nature’s bounties.

VEDAS AND INDIAN MEDICINE

According to Yajurveda, the longevity of humans is up
to 100 years or even more. For attaining this longevity,
ways are given in Ayurveda- the science of life. The
therapeutical hints and prescriptions are given in
Adharvaveda. In Adharvaveda, mention is made
about the animals and birds from which the use of
healing herbs and drugs could be learnt. “The boar
knows the plant; the mongoose knows the remedial
herb”. Let many herbs be brought and extend
protection to you. The remedies considered to protect
our lives include drugs of Angirasas (juice of plants
and herbs). Ashvini Kumars are considered to be the
physicians of Gods.
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In Atharvaveda there is a number of references to water
therapy as well as references to the treatment of
diseases of the heart, kidney, liver etc., by means of
sun’s rays. It is mentioned that the sun absorbs the
toxic elements of the body. Adharvaveda says that the
man who takes regular care of his bowels will protect
himself. According to Vedic injunction, with no
constipation, there will be no fever. It goes on to say
that vegetarianism and moderation in eating are a
protection against

fever. Adharvaveda says that fever, phlegm and burns
are controlled by a herb known as ‘Anjana’ (Memecylon
umbellatum). Inthis veda it is stated the most efficacious
remedy in veterinary diseases is a herb known as
“Arundhathi”. The falling of hair and premature grey
hair is treated in Adharvaveda. The herbs used in such
treatment are ‘Kesavardhini’ and ‘Nithanthini’.

Asvatha ( Ficus religiosa) in the Shami ( Prosopis
spicigera) is used as herbal medicine for pregnancy.
Blackened teeth and patients whose nails are deformed
are treated with Apamarga ( Achyranthes aspera) to
wipe off this malady.

Atharvaveda prescribes “DasaVriksha” for treating
patients with problems of sciatica, pains etc. It also
prescribes “DasaVriksha” for relief from gas troubles.
‘Prasham’ for general debility. ‘Pippali’ for fevers,
‘Prushina parni’ for killing vaginal germs, ‘Rohini’ (Ficus
bengalensis) for treating fractured bones, ‘Laakaha’ for
skin troubles and as antiseptic. ‘Tourilika’ for treating
ear ailments and ‘Sahasra Chakshi’ and ‘Sahasra
Parni’ as a general tonic.

In Rigveda, it is mentioned that a unique herbal extract
of somalatha (Ruta graverience) and is described as
nectar to guarantee immortality and a panacea of all
ills.

Adharvaveda has many references to curing diseases
by the exercise of willpower as it is the very essence of
the mind. It is called that a peaceful mind generates
power, and the mind has to be enriched with vital
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thoughts to ensure a rich and strong body.

In Adhavaveda, various medicinal herbs for curing
different ailments are mentioned. Some of them are
Munja (Saccharum sona) for Fever and dysentery;
Seeds of snake tree for Controlling of jaundice; Rajni
for curing leprosy; Shyama tubers for treating leprosy
and imparts beauty; Vriksha for invigorating juice lends
strength to the body; Apaskambh leaves as antidote to
poison; Rohini as healer of broken bones; Arundhati for
healing the wounds; Apamarga as foremost among all
the plants which wipe away many diseases; Gulgulu,
pila, Naladi, Aukshyagandhi, Pramandani - all these
help in dislodging and washing off the disease-causing
germs in water; Ashvattha, Khadira, Dhava, Nyggrodha,
Parna - in healing wounds, Darbha grass, Ashvaivara,
Parushavara as antidotes against serpent poison;
‘Jangida’ herb which drives away the cancer of
backbone asthma etc.

The medicinal herbs of nature transform the ailing
patient into a healthy and strong man. They conquer
diseases and make the sick healthy and happy. These
life-giving herbs are harmless, vital and invigorating.
They cure and purify the ailing man (Rigveda).

Live in complete harmony with nature and experience
the grace of God in the splendour of the universe
(Yajurveda). The Veda is a symbol of Divine light and
Divine Happiness. May all have divine blessings.
Nature's beauty is an art of God. Let us feel the touch
the God's invisible hands in everything beautiful
(Rigveda).

O -Lord of peace- may there be peace in heaven and
earth. May the waters, plants and herbs give us health
and life to us (Yajurveda). The herbs and forest trees
provide us with happiness. ‘O’ Lord, Your glory is
manifested in the firmament, waters, rocks, forests and
plants of the earth. In the eyes of the Lord, no one is
big, no one is small- all are alike, and all are recipients
of Godly love and blessings and prosperity (Rigveda).

“ Sarve Jana Sukhinobhavanthu”

(' eauthoris aformer CCF, AP and can be contacted over mobile number: 9848390004)
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Snippets from around the world

Cows don’t give milk: A father used to say to his children when they were young: —When you all reach the
age of 12, 1 will tell you the secret of life. One day when the oldest turned 12, he anxiously asked his father what
the secret of life was. The father replied that he was going to tell him, but that he should not reveal it to his brothers.

—The secret of life is this: The cow does not give milk. “What are you saying?” Asked the boy incredulously.
—As you hear it, son: The cow does not give milk, you have to milk it. You have to get up at 4 in the morning, go
to the field, walk through the corral full of manure, tie the tail, hobble the legs of the cow, sit on the stool, place the
bucket and do the work yourself.

That is the secret of life, the cow does not give milk. You milk her or you don't get milk. There is this generation
that thinks that cows GIVE milk. That things are automatic and free: their mentality is that if “l wish, | ask..... | obtain.”

“They have been accustomed to get whatever they want the easy way...But no, life is not a matter of wishing,
asking and obtaining. The things that one receives are the effort of what one does. Happiness is the result of effort.
Lack of effort creates frustration.”

So, share with your children from a young age the secret of life, so they don’t grow up with the mentality that
the government, their parents, or their cute little faces is going to give them everything they need in life.

Remember — “Cows don't give milk; you have to work for it.”

How does culture influence human behavior? During a 10-hour
flight, she was heading from Seoul, Korea, to San Francisco, USA. This
mother distributed more than 200 passengers on the plane a plastic bag
for each one. The bag contains candy, chewing gum and earplugs as a kind
of advance apology for using them in the event that her 4-month-old baby
screamed during the flight.

The bag also contained a message containing (hello, I am Jan Woo. | am 4
months old and today I'm traveling America with my mom and grandmother
for It's normal for me to cry or cause some disturbance. I'll try to stay calm,
but | can't promise you. Please use it if my voice gets too loud. Enjoy your trip. Thank you)  -From Vinod Kumar

“Hair ice”, or “bearded frost” :

“Hair ice”, or “bearded frost” is a rare phenomenon occurring only in a
small percentage of the world. Hair Ice grows specifically on the decaying
wood of an Alder tree branch.

Hair Ice is caused by a fungus living within decaying wood, and this
fungus “breathes” or releases its spores through the night pushing the
moisture harnessed within the wood out of the wood’s pores, causing it to
immediately freeze. So beautiful.

(Photo credit: Matt Nichols)
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}@@3 . Binthday Greetings

A h the following born on the dates mentioned

b “& VERY HAPPY BIRTH DAY”

VANA PREMI

S.No. Name of the Member D.0.B. S.No. Name of the Serving Officers D.0.B.
Sarva Sri Sarva Sri
1. S. Mahadev 10-04-1951 1. Ms. Nandani Saleria 06-04-1988
5 S Krishnaiah 15-04-1952 2. Dr. Shanthi Priya Pandey 08-04-1972
3. G. Kista Goud 08-04-1974
3. JVKT. Prabhakar Rao  15-04-1953 4. RM. Dobriyal 10-04-1965
4. S. Veerabhadram 17-04-1950 5. Md. Khader Moinuddin ~ 12-04-1962
5 S.\VKumar 21-04-1953 6. Bora Raja Rao 12-04-1965
6. M.J. Akbar 96-04-1962 7. Leli Bheemaiah 17-04-1963
8. R.Jagannath Singh 18-04-1985
7. P Bhushanam 01-05-1949 9. B.N.N. Murthy 19-04-1979
8. C. Sammi Reddy 01-05-1951 10. M. Siva Prasad 20-04-1981
9. K. Prabhu Prasad 02-05-1946 11. B. Sunil Kumar Reddy  22-04-1989
12. K. Rajasekhara Rao 20-04-1968
10. G. Prabhakar Reddy 02-05-1952 .
13. C. Sridhara Rao 24-04-1965
11. P Kanaka Ratnam 05-05-1949 | 14, Bolleddu Vijay Kumar ~ 24-04-1968
12. G. Satya Narayana 05-05-1950 15. C. Selvam 24-04-1986
16. N. Sangeetha 28-04-1977
17. B. Nagaraju 01-05-1963
18. Padal Sagar 03-05-1964
19. Kallol Biswas 04-05-1964
20. Maddela Joji 04-05-1967
21. Tadepalli Sreenivasa Rao 04-05-1969
- Secretary

Any Omissions and Commissions in the Names / Dates may kindly be informed to the

Editor over WhatsApp or Email.
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LEGAL NOTES (on Gift Deed)

MOOL RAJ Vs. JAMNA DEVI AND OTHERS
(Himachal Pradesh High Court ,10th August 1994)

V.V. Hariprasad, Advocate, M.S(IS), LLM, PGDCL&IPR

1. Smt. Jamna Devi respondent executed a gift deed in favour of the defendants of the property owned by her.
The gift deed was pleaded to be conditional one and the condition was that the defendants would render
services to her. As the defendants did not comply with the condition of the gift deed, Smt. Jamna Devi filed a
suit for possession of the gifted land as, according to her, by non-compliance with the mandatory provisions
of the gift deed the same should be revoked. She also pleaded that the parties, being Rajput by caste and
agriculturists by occupation, were governed by custom, which amongst them was that a conditional gift in lieu
of services was liable to be revoked, if the condition was not fulfilled.

2. The defendants contested the suit and pleaded that the gift was irrevocable, being unconditional one. On
merit, they pleaded that they have been rendering the services to the plaintiff. The suit was also resisted on the
ground of locus standi, limitation, res judicata and maintainability..

3. The judgment and decree of the trial Court were assailed before the lower appellate Court which, after hearing
the parties, maintained the same.

4.  The aforesaid judgment and decree have been assailed in the present appeal on various grounds..

5. This court admitted the present appeal on the following question of law:

“Whether the gift deed could be revoked due to the failure of the donee to render services?”

6. Ithas been contended on behalf of the appellant that as there was no specific condition incorporated in the gift
deed for revocation of the same for not rendering the services, therefore, under the provisions of the Transfer
of Property Act such a gift could not be revoked but, on the other hand, in the event of failure of
the defendants to render services, the donor could ask for maintenance or some amount in lieu of
Services.

7. It has been contended on behalf of the plaintiff-respondent that the parties were governed by agricultural
custom of Kangra in the matter of gift and in a case of present nature the gift, executed for services, could be
revoked in case the services were not being rendered. It has come in evidence and also held by the two Courts
below that the parties were governed by agricultural custom in the matter of gift.

8. It has been pleaded by the plaintiff in the plaint that the said deed of gift dated 26-5-1973 was a conditional
and the defendants were burdened with the obligation to render future services towards maintenance of
the plaintiff. The plaintiff also pleaded that the parties were Rajput by caste and were governed by Kangra
Agricultural Custom in the matter of gift pertaining to rendering of future services and revocation thereof on
ground of breach of condition. These pleadings, no doubt, made averments that, on the basis of custom, the
gift made of future services, could be revoked in case services were not rendered. However, there is no specific
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10.

11.

12.

plea raised by the plaintiff in this regard that under custom the gift, without there being any specific condition
for revocation on account of non-rendering of services, even otherwise could be revocable.. It is not so simple
a matter, as has been contended on behalf of the plaintiff.

P.W 1 is the plaintiff Jamna Devi. She nowhere stated that in such like cases where no specific condition for
revocation of the gift deed was there, it could be so revoked for the non-performance of the services at the
option of the donor. She only stated that the defendants had agreed to serve her at the time when the gift was
made in their favour but they have stopped to render services and had started beating her.

A gift may also be revoked in any of the cases (save want or failure of consideration) in which if it were a
contract, it might be rescinded. Section 27 of the Specific Relief Act, 1963 (corresponding to Section 35 of
the old Act of 1887) deals with rescission of contracts. The other Sections in Chapter IV of the Specific Relief
Act deal with particular cases of rescission or consequences of rescission with which we are not concerned.
Under Section 1)27), a person interested in a contract may sue to have it rescinded in any of the following
cases, viz.

(a) where the contract is voidable or terminable by the plaintiff; and

(b) where the contract is unlawful for causes not apparent on its face and the defendant is more to blame than
the plaintiff.

The appellant's counsel has cited some law on the basis of various provisions of the Transfer of Property
Act, dealing with the gift, in order to find support to the assertions made by him.

It was further held that Section 126 of the T.P Act did not apply to the case because there was no agreement
between the parties that the gift should be either suspended or revoked on the donee’s failure to maintain the
donor.”

Both the Courts below acted illegally in considering the gift deed to be a conditional and revocable one under
the custom by which the parties were governed. The question of law formed at the time of the admission of
the appeal, accordingly, stands answered in the negative and as a consequence thereof it is held that, as per
recitals made in the gift deed, it could not be revoked on account of the failure of the donees to render services
but on the other hand in that eventuality the donor has a legal right to ask for the maintenance from the donees.

In view of the foregoing reasons, the present appeal succeeds and the suit of the plaintiff for possession of
the suit land by revocation of the gift deed under reference stands dismissed and the judgment and decree
appealed against are set aside. In the peculiar circumstances of the case the parties are left to bear their own
costs.

Appeal allowed.

If you hire people just because they can do a job, they [l work for your
money. But if you hire people who believe what you believe, they’ll
work for you with blood and sweat and tears. — Simon Sinek.
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ANDHRA PRADESH FOREST DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.

Plant a Sapling and Protect the Environment

A fully owned, financially well managed State Government Company. Raising and
maintenance massive plantations to cater to the needs of the wood based industries.

e Watershed approach adopted for raising plantations, to make them ecologically
sustainable, socially acceptable and commercially viable, with the long-term goal to
improve the site quality of plantation areas.

Largest grower of about 32,000 ha. of Eucalyptus Clonal plantations in the country and
is harvesting about 2.50 Lakh mt. of Pulpwood every year. Besidesthis,ithas
Bamboo, Cashew, Co ee and Teak Plantations over 12,000 ha.

The Corporation has bagged awards “Flavour of India - Fine Cup Awards” for
producing quality co ee during the years 2003, 2005, 2007 to 2016.

The Corporation has bagged “CAPEXIL Excellence in Export Awards (Top)” for
export of Red Sanders wood during the years 2015-16 and 2016-17 and by earning a
total foreign exchange of Rs.388.00 crore during 2015-16 & 2016-17.

Diversifying its activities through promotion of Eco-Tourism.

Vice Chairman & Managing Director,
A.P. Forest Development Corporation Ltd.,
Sri Venkateswara Arcade, 6/1 Annapurna Nagar
Gorantla, Guntur — 522 034.Ph: 0863 — 2223800, 2230600
Website: https://apfdcl.com e-mail: vemd_apfdc@yahoo.co.in
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Busts of Buddha - by Kondapalli artisans Photo: Ramana V. Bhusala

Tellapoliki (Givotia rottleriformis) wood. FSO, Visakhapatnam Division

Registered with RNI R.No. Teleng/2000/2185
Postal Regn. No. HD/1154/2021-2023
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