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From the Editor’s Desk...
ai.“'\;

Dear All, Namasthe...

We, in the editorial board hope that all of you had a chance to participate in the World Environment Day on
5th June. We also hope that you had a chance to read the articles in the June issue of Vanapremi. There
was an overwhelming response to the article on “Death Denied: Destiny Rewritten” by Dr.K.ThulsiRao. It
is heartening to the author as well as to the editorial board for receiving such a positive response. | hope
the readers will have a great time reading the second and concluding part of that article in this issue.

Two articles, one dealing with ancient Indian wisdom on animals and birds and the other connecting
the Philosopher Plato with Vedanta and Quantam Physics, would real connect our past (Ateet) to the
present and the Future. Another article on learning from the past and looking to the future relating to
natural resources management follows these two articles. Connected to these is the article on how our
urban infrastructure inadequacies are getting exposed in each rainy season with lack of forethought and
conservation approaches.

On the other side, efforts are on at increasing the urban green space for improving quality of life. Urban
parks/eco-parks are coming up across the nation in large numbers. The Mangalagiri eco-park is one such
effort that is quickly turning into a favoured place for urban population around it. Then the series on the
need for protection of wildlife continues. An interesting story on the ghost of Saranda captures reality and
folklore at the same time.

Climate justice is an evolving subject and looks to be very important not only at national and international
levels, but also at the local levels. It has deep connections to economy, ecology and sustainability issues.
Vata foundation has been exploring and documenting trees of historic importance and an article covering
some such trees in Telangana are detailed.

The Telangana State Forest Academy conducts Induction Training Program for newly recruited FROs
under the sponsorship of the Directorate of Forestry Education. The 10th batch of FROs passed out on
the 27th June. Also the academy undertook a cleaning program as part of the World Environment Day on
June 5th.

ValmikThapar was a well-known naturalist, wildlife expert, ace photographer and a mentor to many
foresters and non-foresters. His loss is irreplaceable and the editorial board pays homage to the departed
soul through a Shraddhanjali. Then the regular features like Legal Note, Green Quiz, Cartoon, birthday
wishes etc, will, | am sure, be of interest to the readers.

Dr.K.Tirupataiah

Editor
. - .
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Feedback on the article by Dr.ThulsiRao titled “Death
Denied-Destiny Rewritten published in the June
2025 issue of Vanapremi

1.*Very well crafted and a useful account of your personal experience, Hard situations- crisis, great
dilemma, etc are part of life. Rising up to the situation and facing it squarely and with clarity needs an
enlightened and determined character; More than the Apparent Success or failure , the intent and sincere
efforts are more important.

Thanks for sharing lived experience in a very well prepared document using lucid language and virtuous
human emotions.”

A comment from Bharat J. Pathak, IFS, Prl. CCFGujarath(Rtd)

2. "I was emotionally movedon multiple-fronts: on the humane approach to the animal in distress; on the
determination and steadfastness in going beyond the call of duty; in the way the story is woven (it would
make a superb novel/documentary); leading from the front. | hope such experiences get published in
Journals of International repute.”

Comment by Dr.K.Tirupataiah, IFS (retired PCCF & Editor, Vanapremi)

3. “Extremely well drafted and you have shown your utmost patience and perseverance on taking care of
the Lion despite many obstacles; With this case study we can make a Full length 2 hours Movie . Actually
Movies should come with similar content to create a social awareness on Animal protection and on taking
care of the Wildlife

Comment made by Dr.Jaganmohan Rao, naturalist

4. "I have gone through the article written by you. You have gone the whole hog in describing the plight of
the poor animal. In our day to day lives, we normally come across human animal conflict. But there was a
scenario here in where we could find an attachment between a homosapien and an animal which we rarely
find. When you were destined to take a decision in the context of Euthanasia to be thrust upon the animal
the animal lover in you dominated the veterinarian in you and could over power the group of doctors to
avert it at the cost if incurring the wrath of veterinarian in you. As a matter of fact mercy killing is meant for
taking a life inlieu of allowing it to be subjected to long suffering. If the animal could express its views in a
candid way, it would thank you profusely.”

Comment made by Harprasad DFO (Rtd) and advocate and critical analyst
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Deciphering Epistemology w.r.t. Exploring Nature of Reality &Matter and Energy:
An attempt to connect the philosopher of ideals

with Vedanta & Quantum Physics
Dr. B Raghotham Rao Desai

Exordium:

Plato (b.& d. in Athens - 4284348 B.C., who had
Aristotle as his student, and who was mainly
interested in Epistemology, Metaphysics & Political
philosophy—-a philosopher of ideals), viewed the
physical world as the ‘shadow of a higher perfect
realm of Forms’----everything we encounter(such
as trees, animals, human actions).In his view,
being an ‘imperfect reflection of an idealForm’ that
exists beyond thematerial plane(suchasa ‘Form
of Beauty”: Inwhichall beautifulthings participate;
and a ‘Formofustice’: behindeveryjust action).
Attheheart of thismetaphysical vision is the ‘Form
of the Good'the ultimate source of all truth,
existence, and intelligibility.

Whereas Vedant is—to describe shortly—a
choreschool of Hindu philosophy, exploring the
nature of reality / the self / and the relationship
between them—-emphasizing the unity of
existence and theultimategoal of realizingwithin
oneself, overplaying distinctionsuponit through
name,form&transactional experience (i.e.,nama,
rupa, vyavahara): naming, shaping and engaging
with this undivided reality as if it were many, the
world appearing broken into parts because our
perceptionhavingbeenconditionedby duality.
Vedantateachesthat thisillusion(called  maya)
isborn of ignorance, resulting from our reliance
on limited senses and ego-mind—-the goal being
not to escape the world but to see through it and
recognize unity in diversity.

And,being a Physics-student (at University level) |

may venture to briefly state that Quantum Physics
isthestudyofmatterandenergyatthemostfundament
allevel—aimingto uncover the properties of every
building block of nature—whilemany quantum
experiments examine very small objects (such
as electrons and photons) quantum phenomena
are all around us, acting on every scale: modern
science, through quantum physics, now revealing
similar truths in its language.At the subatomic
level, particles do not to have alike solid objects
but exist as ‘waves of probability fields of potential
that remain undefined until observed! What we
experience as a fixed / concrete world arises
from something fluid, indefinite, and unseen.
Andthewaythesethreesome getconnected:

Plato,Vedanta,andquantumphysicsexplorethenat
ureofrealityfrom differentperspectives—-yet share
some intriguing common ground. Plato’'s Theory
of Forms posits a higher, ideal reality from which
our physical world is a reflection, while Vedanta,
particularly Advaita Vedanta, suggests a unified
reality that underlies the apparent diversity of
experience.

For millennia—-across cultures and civilizations—
sages and philosophers have sensed that the
world we perceive through our senses, is not the
whole truth: beneath the ‘visible’ lies the ‘invisible’,
and behind the ‘transient’ lies the ‘eternal’, while
there is an unchanging essence beyond form and
change. From philosophical insights of Plato to
the spiritual revelations of Vedantic Sages, and
now discoveries of quantum physics, a striking
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convergence emerges—what appears as reality
being only a projection, not the ultimate truth!

Just as Vedanta teaches that nama(name)and
roopa(form) are superimposed on the

Now, the Summary:

Quantum physics, with its concepts like
entanglement and the observer- effect, has led
some to see parallels with these philosophical
ideas, suggesting a potential for a deeper, unified
understanding of reality.

While Plato’s and Vedanta’s philosophical
frameworks and quantum physics operate in
distinct domains, their explorations of the natureof
reality and the rol eof the observer offer intriguing
points of comparison. By exploring these parallels,
we can gain a deeper understanding of the
interconnectedness of reality and the nature of
human consciousness.

I VANA PREMI

In both quantum theory and Vedanta, ‘the
observer’ plays a crucial role—-in Physics, the act
of observation collapsing a wave into particles:
until then, existing in superposition, and a state
of multiple possibilities. Vedanta too,insiststhat
perception issubjective—-what we see, hear, or
touch, depending on the observer. Liberation lies
in shifting the observation from conditioned / ego-
bound self, to witness awareness—-encapsulating
the idea that the entirety of existence is intertwined
with the divine essence: Plato also calling for
this inward shift. In his allegory of the cave, he
describes prisoners mistaking shadows on the wall
for reality----only by turning inward and, moving
beyond appearances, can one see the truth of
Forms and ultimately: Form of the Good, the
reality being that everything appears fragmented
and separate, if it is one, & made of energy, though
each of us perceive differently.

The Author is a former PCCF, Karnataka, M-9886157158

“FHE TIGER DIDN'T ATTACK
THE DOG EVENTHOUGH THEY
REMAINED IN THEPIT ‘ e
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Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra : Ancient
Classification of Animals and Birds

Dr. D. Nalini Mohan

The Practice of classifying and distinguishing living
beings is very old in India. Hamsadeva’s finer
distinction of the various Animals and birds has to
be traced back such earlier classifications."Mriga-
Pakshi-Shastra"is a fascinating blend of ancient
zoology, ethology, and omenology in Sanskrit
literature. It offers insights into the context of
Indian ecological and cultural wisdom.

Introduction to Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra:

Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra literally translates to "The
Science of Animals and Birds." Composed by
Hamsadeva in the 13th century, this Sanskrit
treatise is a vivid account of animal and bird
behaviour, and their interpretations as ‘omens or
portents’. It forms part of the broader Indic tradition
of ‘shakuna shastra’'—divination and prophecy
through natural signs. It should be understood as
a treatise on early explorations of animal kingdom
as envisaged at that time in history, but cannot be
equated to a purely scientific work of the modern
times.

Hamsadeva was believed to be associated with
the court of King Hammiradeva of the Chahamana
dynasty, and this text reflects a syncretic blend of
‘folk knowledge’, ‘Vedic concepts’, and ‘empirical
observation’ of animal behaviour. His work sits at
the junction of natural sciences, environmental
observation, and astrology.

Structure and Content of the Text:

The "Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra" is broadly organized
into various chapters dedicated to specific
categories of wildlife:

Pakshi Shastra (Bird Section):It covers a wide
variety of birds predominantly which can fly in air
or iVayavad such as crows (kUka), owls (ulTka),
peacocks (mayTra), pigeons (kapota), and parrots
(Suka). Each birdis flight direction, sound, time of
appearance, and place of perching are interpreted
as auspicious (shubha) or inauspicious (ashubha).
Even now some tribesmen are there who can
predict the onset of monsoons and occurrence
of dry spells by observing and interpreting the
behavioural patterns of certain animals, birds etc.
In the ancient times many traditions and customs
followed by people were linked to something
beyond natural probably to create moral fear and
bring in some sort of order in the society.

Mriga Shastra (Animal Section): Includes mammals
and reptiles like cows, elephants, snakes, jackals,
mongooses, and dogs predominantly found
in forest or ‘Aranya. Those resides in villages
or human habitats are called ‘Gramya.’ The
behavioural traits, movement, and even dreams
involving these creatures are analyzed. According
to modern analysts also the impressions made on
the minds of the people in waking state and some
of their fears and apprehensions do find place in
their dreams.

Samanya Lakshana (General Omens): This
portion describes composite events—like multiple
birds flying together, animal-human interactions,
or animal appearances in public spaces—and how
these should be interpreted by the observer.

Each entry is usually structured as:Observation
(e.g., "A crow caws on the right side before
a journey"). Interpretation (e.g., "Signifies a
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favourableoutcome"). Exceptions or Enhance
ments (e.g., "More so if it caws from a tree with
white flowers").

Philosophical and Cosmological Themes:

At its core, the Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra embodies
a ‘holistic cosmology’, where human fate is
intertwined with the behaviour of non-human
beings. Animals are not mere subjects of the
forest; they are ‘agents of cosmic communication’.
According to some experts, this view is
aligned with:Samkhya and Vedantic ideas of
interconnectedness (tat tvamasi). The notion of
‘microcosm and macrocosm’, where every flutter
of wings mirrors a celestial message as analysed
by the quantum physics also.

The emphasis on directionality—east, west, north,
south—and ‘time’ also mirrors Vastu and Jyotisha
systems, highlighting the cultural unity between
environmental observation and spiritual practice.

Scientific Observation or Superstition?

While modern scientific communities may dismiss
parts of it as superstition, many behaviours
described in the text reflect ‘keen ethological
observations’:eg:- Birds flying lower before storms,
owls hooting more frequently near death events,
snakes appearing during seasonal transitions.

Thus, the text can also be read as ‘proto-ecological
knowledge’, encoding environmental awareness
into cultural habits.

Relevance in Indian Knowledge Systems:

"Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra" is an important component
of Indic environmental history. It showcases:

Empirical naturalism: observing creatures in their

I VANA PREMI

environment.

Eco-symbology: attaching cultural and ritualistic
meanings to wildlife.

Pedagogical utility: training students, travellers,
and temple priests to read nature like a script.

In many tribal and rural communities, similar
knowledge survives orally. Hamsadeva's text thus
acts as a bridge between ‘folk knowledge and
scriptural authority.’

Influence and Legacy

The influence of Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra is visible
in classical Sanskrit dramas (like Mrcchakatika),
where omens shape the plot. Ayurveda and farming
manuals, which sometimes cite animal behaviour
before ploughing or harvesting.  Traditional
Indian calendars (panchangams), where omens
guide daily activities. Even contemporary Indian
households retain echoes of these ideas—crow
calls, dog howls, or snake sightings still evoke
certain emotions or reactions.

Conclusion

Hamsadeva's Mriga-Pakshi-Shastra is  not
merely an esoteric document; it is a window into
how ancient India ‘read the pulse of nature to
understand destiny and time’. It blends zoology,
metaphysics, and cultural semiotics in a way that
reflects profound environmental sensitivity.

Integrating ecology and cultural narratives—this
text might offer an inspiring template. Its fusion of
“natural observation, symbolism, and indigenous
knowledge systems” aligns beautifully with our
work on biodiversity, regional eco-literacy, and
dance traditions that encode symbolic fauna too.

(The author is a former Princiapal Chief Conservator of Forests, Andhra Pradesh and can be reached
at dnmohanifs87@gmail.com and mobile: 9440810003)
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That night, we watched as she ignored the frail
cub. It crawled toward her, blindly searching for
warmth and nourishment, but she turned away,
tending only to its healthier siblings. If left there, it
would not see the sunrise.

| had no choice.

By dawn, the decision was made—I separated the
mother into another chamber and carefully lited
the cub from the den. Its tiny body fit snugly into
my palms, barely resisting as | carried it away.

A Fragile Life in My Hands

The same cub, now struggling for survival,
remained under my personal care. | kept it with me
in my room, attending to its every need, knowing
that if it were left to the animal attendants, it might
not survive. Their responsibilities were vast—
caring for multiple animals, handling daily tasks,
and managing the overall upkeep of the facility.
A fragile, gasping newborn would not receive the
constant, intensive attention it required.

For four relentless days, the cub teetered on
the edge of life and death. It gasped for breath, its
tiny body convulsing under the weight of its own
weakness. Each day, it seemed to die a hundred
times—only to revive momentarily, as if clinging to
a faint hope of survival.

Despite our continuous efforts, its symptoms
persisted in a vicious cycle: respiratory distress,
momentary stabilization, followed by another
episode of gasping and collapse. Traditional
veterinary interventions yielded little improvement.
| knew we had to explore unconventional options if
this cub was to have any chance at life.

I VANA PREMI

Death Denied - Destiny Rewritten-11l
A real Story of a Courageous, Resilient Lion Challenging its Fate
Dr. Thulsi Rao

Seeking Medical Expertise Beyond Veterinary
Science:

Desperate, | decided to seek medical expertise
from paediatric specialists, reasoning that the
physiology of a neonatal lion cub bore striking
similarities to that of a human newborn in terms of
respiratory distress and immune immaturity.

My first stop was King George Hospital (KGH),
where | approached a government paediatrician
for assistance. However, he was firm—almost
dismissive."l am not a veterinarian. This is not
my domain,” he insisted, his tone sharp with
disapproval. His resistance was understandable;
after all, human and veterinary medicine are
distinct fields, governed by different principles and
ethical considerations.

But | was not ready to give up. | turned to a private
paediatrician, hoping for a different perspective.
Though he was not as rigid as the government
doctor, he too hesitated. He acknowledged the
limitations of his expertise but refrained from
outright rejection.

This was my moment to challenge convention.

"Doctor, if a human child of the same age,
exhibiting the same symptoms, were brought
to you, how would you treat it? Wouldn't you
prescribe appropriate medication to stabilize its
condition?" | asked.

The doctor paused, considering my words.
There was no difference; | argued, in the
fundamental physiological mechanisms at play—
oxygen deprivation, underdeveloped lungs,
metabolic distress. If the treatment worked for a
human neonate, there was a chance it could work
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for the cub too.

After much deliberation, he finally
agreed and prescribed PERT (Pancreatic Enzyme
Replacement Therapy) granules—a treatment
typically used in infants suffering from pancreatic
enzyme deficiency and malabsorption disorders.
Though untested in neonatal lions, it was the only
course of action available to us.

A Leap of Faith in Science and Survival™:

Armed with the prescription, | returned, determined
to see if this intervention could offer a lifeline. The
battle was not just medical—it was a race against
time, against conventional thinking, against nature
itself.

Would this decision defy the odds and rewrite the
cub's destiny? Or was it merely prolonging an
inevitable fate? Only time would tell.

A Fight against Fate: Back in my room, the
battle for life began. There was no manual, no
precedent. Hand-rearing a lion cub in such a fragile
state was an experiment riddled with uncertainty.
The veterinary officer was not hopeful—he had
seen too many like this slip away.

Milk alone would not be enough. Neonatal
carnivores depend on the mother’s colostrum to
develop their immune defences, something no
substitute could perfectly replicate. But we had to
improvise.

The cub was too weak to suckle properly. So |
fed itwith a nipple bottle with a carefully prepared
balance of milk and PERT granules—a pancreatic
enzyme supplement used for infants with digestion
issues. If this were a human child, struggling
with malabsorption, this is what a doctor would
prescribe. | hoped that the same principle would
apply here.

The results were nothing short of miraculous.

Within ten days of intensive care, the cub—once
on the brink of death—was transformed. Its body,
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once skeletal and frail, now had visible muscle
tone. It put on weight faster than its siblings who
remained with their mother. Energy surged through
its limbs, and soon it was jumping, playing, and
asserting itself like a normal lion cub.

The Power of Intention and Action

With every feeding of milk and PERT granules, |
visualized the cub growing stronger. | imagined
its tiny body absorbing every ounce of nutrition,
its cells multiplying, its lungs expanding with
renewed vigour. This was no longer just a medical
treatment—it was an act of faith and science
working together.

And nature responded.

The cub, once too weak to lift its head, began
to suckle with more energy.The breath, once
laboured and shallow, grew steadier.The body,
once frail and bony, started to gain weight.

It was as if life itself had decided to fight alongside
me.

Carl Jung once said, "Until you make the
unconscious conscious, it will direct your life and
you will call it fate."

But this was not fate—it was will. It was action. It
was the unshakable belief that life, when nurtured
with sincerity, will always try to find a way.

And that night, as | sat in the train staring into the
darkness, | knew—I had already rewritten destiny
once. Could | do it again?

Science had rewritten fate:

Had | not acted that night, this cub would never
have lived.

But now, faced with another life-and-death
decision, | wondered—was fate calling for me to
intervene once again?

Asudden jolt from the train brought me back to
reality, breaking my chain of thoughts. It felt like life
was giving me a push, reminding me that no matter
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how much we think about the past, time keeps
moving forward. My mind, lost in old memories,
was now forced to focus on the present—the same
problem still waiting for a solution.

Life often works this way. We get caught up in
memories, trying to find meaning in them, but time
doesn't stop for us. It keeps going, pushing us to
make decisions whether we are ready or not. The
moving train felt like a symbol of life itself—always
moving forward, never waiting.

| took a deep breath. The problem was still there,
just as heavy as before. But now, with a clearer
mind, | knew | had to deal with it—not as someone
lost in memories, but as someone who had to take
action.

When Conviction Aligns with the Universe

As the train rumbled through the darkness,
my mind was unwavering. | had taken a firm
decision—the lion must survive. There was no
room for doubt, no space for hesitation. | kept
searching my thoughts for solutions, believing
that somewhere, within the depths of knowledge,
philosophy, and science, an answer awaited.

| have always believed in the essence of Indian
philosophy, which teaches us that if one is truly
determined to solve a problem, especially in the
most critical moments, and if one approaches it
with sincerity, truthfulness, and unwavering intent,
then the universe aligns itself in their favour. It is
said in the Bhagavad Gita:

"Yathbhaavam tat bhavati"—As you think, so shall
it be.

This was not just blind faith but a principle rooted
in human willpower and the laws of science.
The brain, when intensely focused on a singular
goal, begins to attune itself to finding solutions.
Neuroscientists call this "neuroplasticity"—the
ability of the brain to rewire itself, to filter out
distractions, and to heighten perception toward
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achieving a goal.

At that moment, | made a silent prayer—not
to any deity but to the forces of nature, to the
interconnected web of life. | prayed for strength, for
wisdom, for the ability to see beyond the obvious
and find a way where none seemed to exist.

It was a heavy burden. | returned to the
committee and conveyed the CWLW's stance.
His concurrence was not just a rubber stamp; it
was a guiding principle. It meant that whatever we
chose to do—whether to persist with treatment
or proceed with euthanasia—had to be ethically
sound, legally justified, and backed by collective
expertise.

A Dialogue between Philosophy and Science:

As | sat there, lost in thought, a conversation
played out in my mind—a dialogue between
my philosophical convictions and the scientific
reasoning that had always guided me.

Philosophy: "If you believe, the universe will
conspire to make it happen.”

Science: "Belief alone is not enough. Action must
follow."

Philosophy: "But belief shapes perception. The
more you believe in a possibility, the more your
brain becomes attuned to finding solutions."

Science: "That is true. The Reticular Activating
System (RAS) in the brain filters information based
on what the mind focuses on. When the mind is
consumed by a purpose, it finds patterns and
opportunities that were previously invisible."

Philosophy: "Then let me believe that this cub will
live. Let me align my thoughts with survival, not
death."

Science: "Then let us think. What does it need? It
lacks proper nutrition, it needs enzyme support, it
needs constant care. The body follows biochemical
logic—if you supplement what is missing, it will try
to heal itself."
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With every passing second, my mind became
clearer. | felt a shift within me—from helplessness
to action, from doubt to determination.

A Battle for Survival: The Adult Lion's Struggle

The cub that once fought against the odds had
now grown into a magnificent adult lion. But fate
had dealt it another cruel blow—it had broken both
its hind limbs. My mind raced with worry. How
could I get this animal treated? How could | give it
another chance at life?

Every time it heard human voices or sensed the
familiar scent of a caretaker, it struggled to rise,
despite its injuries. This reaction, | realized, was a
result of its deep connection with humans—a bond
formed from the days of its hand-rearing.

Then, an idea struck me—an experiment in total
isolation.

The lion had grown accustomed to human
presence, touch, love, and care. But now, that
very attachment was working against it. Every
movement and every attempt to stand only
worsened its condition. | needed to break this
cycle.

The plan was simple yet radical: to completely
isolate the lion from all human interaction—no
voices, no scents, no presence that could trigger
its instinct to move. It was a gamble, but it was the
only way to give its fractured limbs the time they
needed to heal.

Would the lion understand? Would it endure the
loneliness? Or would this experiment backfire? |
had no answers, only hope.

And so, the battle for its survival began once
again—this time, in silence.

The Silent Battle: ALion’s Resilience and Science’s
Triumph

With no time to lose, | took a decisive step—the lion
was carefully transferred to an isolated enclosure,
one that would shield it from all disturbances. Thick
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gunny bags were draped all around the cage,
cutting off every possible external stimulus. The
objective was clear: minimize movement, reduce
stress, and allow the fractured bones to heal.

A medium-sized iron gamala (saucer pan) was
placed close to the animal. To ensure zero human
contact during feeding, an innovative method was
employed—a long, new garden hose, nearly a
hundred meters in length, was securely tied up
to a Nagamalli tree (Couroupitaguianensis), with
the other end placed inside the iron pan within the
enclosure.

The veterinary team did one final round of medical
intervention—the lion’s wounds were dressed,
fractures bandaged, and antiseptic ointments
applied. Then, we withdrew entirely. The place
was abandoned for ten days at a stretch.

The Science behind Isolation and Healing

The decision to isolate the lion, was not just an
emotional one—it had strong scientific reasoning.

1. Bone Healing in Large Carnivores: Fracture
recovery depends on immobilization and reduced
stress. Any unnecessary movement could worsen
the damage or prevent proper bone remodelling.

2. Hormonal Response to Isolation: Animals in
distress release high levels of cortisol, the stress
hormone, which can delay healing. By ensuring a
calm, undisturbed environment, we aimed to lower
cortisol levels and promote recovery.

3. Nutritional Support via Gravity Feeding: The
lion needed a precise mix of nutrients for bone
regeneration and tissue repair.

0  Calcium and Vitamin D for bone strength.
0 Antibiotics to prevent infections.

0 Protein-rich milk supplements to rebuild lost
muscle mass.

Every day was a test of patience and willpower. No
cleaning, no disturbances, no voices, and above
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all, no presence of any caretaker. The veterinary
team’s sole task was to feed the animal through
the hose by gravity, ensuring a seamless, stress-
free intake of its diet and medication.

The Tension and the Breakthrough

The ten-day wait felt like an eternity. Each day
brought unbearable tension. Could the lion
handle the isolation? Was it responding well to
the treatment? Resisting curiosity was the hardest
part, but | held my ground.

Finally, on the eleventh day, unable to wait any
longer, me and the vet stealthily and slowly
approached the enclosure. Even before | could
see the lion, it sensed our presence beyond the
thick curtains. In an astonishing moment, it stood
up—on all four legs!

| was stunned. Dishelief turned into exhilaration.
My hands trembled, my eyes welled up. This was
the moment of truth.

The Final Transformation

Throwing away the need for secrecy, | went
straight to the enclosure. The lion, once helpless
and broken, now stretched its front limbs through
the iron vertical grills—embracing us in its own
way. It was alive, strong, and full of spirit.

The experiment had worked. The lion had survived.

As we continued observing, the lion’s peeled
skin began regenerating, turning a healthy shade
of red—a sign of revived blood circulation and
tissue repair. The animal was regaining its vigour,
its lost weight, and above all, its confidence.

This was more than just a story of survival.
It was a testimony to resilience, science, and the
unwavering determination to defy the odds and
restore life against all expectations.
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The entire incident stemmed from the
impatience of an animal attendant who was eager
to leave early for the evening. His leave request
had been denied due to a shortage of available
staff to cover his duties. This situation highlighted
a fundamental issue in such institutions—human
resource management often takes precedence
over animal welfare.

In his haste, the attendant resorted to pelting
stones to drive the animal into its night enclosure.
For the past seven days, the animal had been
staying in the open moated enclosure, but as
per routine, it needed to be secured indoors at
night. As it reached for a piece of meat near
the iron shutter, the attendant, rushing through
the process, forcefully pushed the door. In that
moment of carelessness, the lion's hind limbs
became trapped, resulting in multiple fractures.

This incident underscores the critical need
for proper training, patience, and skill in human
resource  management within  wildlife care
institutions. Handling animals—especially those
with a history of human dependency—requires
not just procedural knowledge but also empathy,
caution, and respect for their instincts. Institutional
protocols should emphasize the importance
of animal welfare, ensuring that staff is well-
equipped, both mentally and logistically, to handle
such responsibilities.

A well-trained and well-managed workforce
IS just as vital as veterinary expertise in ensuring
the well-being of captive animals. Strengthening
staff discipline, instilling patience, and enforcing
structured, humane handling methods are
necessary steps to prevent such tragic mishaps in
the future.

The author is a forest scientist, presently Director and Consultant at Forestry, Biodiversity,
Environment & Climate Change , Kundhi Global Biodiversity Solutions, Visakhapatnam, Andhra

Pradesh, M-85007 82528
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Adapted from Smith(1904):Mervyn Smith was
a British hunter, civil engineer, and gold-mine
manager who spent decades in India, and his vivid
hunting accounts—including those from Saranda—
first appeared in the Calcutta Statesman before
being compiled into book form.

Prologue: Forgotten Footprints

In the moonlit groves of Saranda, where Sal trees
crowd the sky and iron bleeds through stone, a
ghost once ran. Not a phantom of myth, but a lithe,
spotted predator whose tale still rustles in colonial
hunting memoirs.

It was 1901 when a British hunter wrote in ‘Sport
and Adventure in the Indian Jungle’, of a “hunting
leopard’—a cheetah—prowling the dense forests
of what is now Jharkhand.

His account was not just extraordinary; it was an
anomaly. For the cheetah, now extinct in India, was
thought to be a denizen of open scrublands. What
was it doing in the tangled shadows of Saranda?

(i e s e R Gy
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. THE GHOST oFr SARANDA =
=S A Jungue Tale from 125 Years Ago » f

Jn the late 1800s, in the Bengal-Nagpur Railway’s tribal
heartland, a pet deer was stolen one moonlit night—from
‘under its owner’s bed.

. Dogs proved easier prey, Hooseear<e, the ‘wary one, met
his end when a cheetah conspired with a pheeall —a jackal- |
like creature locals belleved lured dogs to their doom. L
- The next time the pet was collared, the spiked protection &
- failed; the cheetah struck in broad daylight. L

reyhound build. Claws that
ound. i
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The Ghost of Saranda: A Lost Cheetah in the
Heart of India

Dr. Hari Shankar Gupta

The Story Retold: “Hooseearee” and the Midnight
How!

At Jeraikela, near the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, a
villager had a beloved spotted deer. It followed
him like a dog, refusing even the generous offers
of British sahibs. One warm moonlit night, as the
man slept on his charpoy, a predator crept beneath
it, seized the deer in silence, and vanished into the
forest. In the morning, drag marks and dog-like
paw prints told the story: the “hunting leopard” had
struck.

In the village of Bendee, it returned. Tearing
through a mud-walled hut, it killed a calf and tried
to pull the carcass through the hole. When that
failed, it calmly re-entered through the front door
and left dragging its prey toward the nullah. There,
it ate methodically—the stomach and rump first.

But its preferred quarry was dogs. Over eighteen
months, seven vanished from the hunter's
bungalow. The most tragic was Hooseearee, a
black pariah known for his uncanny caution. He
never stepped into the open after dusk.

A howl. A shadow. A vanished species.
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Then came the howl.

A “pheeall,” described as a jackal-likede coy,
cried out near the servants’ quarters. Hooseearee
barked but stay edput. Asecondcry came—closer,
near at imberpile. Tempted, hebolted. From behind
the logs, the cheetah pounced—swift aslight, silent
asdeath. The hunter fired his Winchester twice.He
Missed. The cheetah melted into the night, the
lifeless Hoosee aree clenched in its jaws.

“It looked as if it were all planned out, "he later
wrote,” the pheeall as decoy, the cheetah in
ambush.”

The attacks continued .Oneday ,the cheetah
hambus he dalarge collared dog during a morning
walk with the horses—showing no fear of daylight.

The Puzzle of Names and Mis identification
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The hunter wasleft in awe: this was no ordinary
jungle cat.

Did a Cheetah Haunt Saranda?

The predatorin question was described as:

«  Having non-retractile claws (unlike leopards)
«  Showing apreferenc efor dogs

« Lacking rosette patterns, but bearing solid
black spots

« Dragging preyover long distances despite
light build

«  Collaborating with a jackal-like creature

These behaviors created confusion. Could it have
been a cheetah?

Colonial hunters used ambiguous terms like “hunting leopard,” “panther,” and“cheetah” interchangeably. Here's a

snapshot of how animals were described:

Animal ColonialTerm
Leopard(Pantherapardus) Panther,
Leopard
Cheetah(Acinonyxjubatus) Hunting
Leopard
Jackal(Canisaureus) Jackal,
Pheeall?

Chita, Dhulbagh

Siyal, Sial

LocalName(s) Notes
Bagh,Chitabagh,Baghar,  Strong, tree climber,
DantaBagha stealthy killer

Sprinthunter,solidspots,
poor climber

May have inspired the decoy
myth

"Pheeall" appears to be amythical constructor atribal name for jackal behavior mythologized into collaboration with

predators.
Cheetah vs Leopard: What Science Says

Characteristic

Claws Non-retractile
Speed 110km/h

Build Slender,long-limbed
HabitatPreference Grassland,scrub
Climbing Ability Poor

Asiatic Cheetah

Indian Leopard
Retractile

~60km/h
Muscular,stocky
Denseforest,rockyareas
Excellent
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Behavior Day time hunter, Stealthy,cachespreyintrees
nocaching

Prey Antelopes,hares Livestock,dogs,monkeys

IndiaDistribution Extinct(lastseen1947,Koriya), Presentacrossindia,includingSaranda

The Saranda predator's habitat, caching behavior, and proximity to humans match leopards, not cheetahs.
Extinction and Reintroduction: A Modern Twist

India’s native cheetah went extinct by 1952, with thelast confirmedsighting in Koriya, Chhattisgarh—not
far from Saranda. Habitat loss, over-hunting, and capture for sport doomed the species. But in 2022,the
government began reintroducing African cheetahs into Kuno National Park, Madhya Pradesh.

This historic reintroduction seeks to fill an ecological vacuum—abut it cannot undo the loss of the Asiatic
subspecies.Nor can it erase stories like the one from Saranda, which suggest the cheetah’s final flickers
may have reached deeper than we once thought.

Could the Saranda cheetah havebeen a rogue survivor? Amis-read leopard? A ghost built from truth and
tale?

We may never know—but we remember.
Epilogue : Where the Ghost Still Runs

Saranda does not forget.The sal leaves still tremble when the wind cuts through.Somewhere beneath their
canopy,the legend of the cheetah that should not have been lingers.

Whether it was real or mistaken, the story of Hooseearee's last chase,of the midnighth owl and the shadow
that moved like smoke, deserves its place in India’s ecological memory.Because sometimes, ghosts are
the last thing left of a species.

And sometimes, they run.
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Why is protecting, preserving and
conserving wildlife needed?

Part-2. Role played by CZA in preserving India's

wildlife

Dr.R.Hemanth Kumar

India is the seventh-largest country in the world
and Asia’s second-largest nation, with an area of
3,287,263 km2, a national border of 15,200 km,

desert); and
« the tropical rainforest region.

These regions and India’'s wetlands and marine
areas have a rich biological diversity. The richness
of wildlife in India can be seen by the number of
various species represented and their proportion
of the world's total. The information on it is given

and a coastline of 7516 km.

Ecologically, India can be divided into three
regions:

« the Himalayan Mountain system.

« the peninsular India subregion (woodlands and below.
Group The number of Number of % Representation
species in the Species in India in India
world
Mammals 4629 350 7.6
Birds 9702 1224 12.6
Reptiles 6550 408 6.2
Amphibians 4522 197 4.4
Fishes 21730 2546 11.7

Wildlife resources constitute a vital link in the
survival of the human species and have been a
subject of much fascination, interest, and research
worldwide. Wildlife habitats are now under severe
pressure, and many species of wild fauna have
become endangered and are drifting very fast
towards extinction.

Success in evolution is measured in terms of
survival. Most recent extinctions can be attributed
directly or indirectly to human demographic
and technological expansion, commercialized
exploitation of species, and human-caused
environmental change. These factors, in turn, have
affected the reproductive rate of many species
and their adaptability to changing environmental
conditions.

Even though extinction is a biological reality, with
no species that has existed for more than a few
million years without evolving into something
different or dying out completely, extinction
threatens all species, but smaller animals, like
insects, bats and rodents, face this threat more
than any other animals.

Concern about wildlife is, in fact, a concern for us.
The Central Zoo Authority (CZA) came up with the
idea of protecting the dwindling wildlife that had
made India their home for centuries.

As part of this initiative, CZA emphasised the need
to start a novel Conservation breeding concept,
which Gerald Durrell had conceived. Having
closely studied the worldwide success stories
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in successfully breeding and reintroduction of
species like African Penguins, Draft Cuttle Fishes,
Lake Oku Clawed Frogs, Red Wolves, Golden
Lion Tamarins, Black-footed ferrets, Californian
Condors, Long-Nosed Bandicoots, Brush-Tailed
Rock Wallabies, Tasmanian Devils, Regent
Honey-Eaters, Mallee fowls, Arabian Oryx, efc.,
CZA has come up with its program of Conservation
Breeding.

India had its share of success in breeding the
once highly endangered species like Crocodilians
(Gharials) from the brink of extinction. Due to
their impact, gharials, a conservation flagship
species, scored the highest marks in the ECODGE
(Ecologically Distinct and Globally Endangered)
metric. This metric allocates points based on
traits influencing ecosystem functioning and the
species’ evolutionary uniqueness.

Unfortunately, their populations were either
depleted or extirpated due to trophy hunting and
fishing in the 1950s and 1960s. By the 1970s, the
total gharial population in India was estimated at
less than 200, with the species having shown a
decline of almost 95 per cent in half a century.

The government decided to save these crocodilians
from the brink of extinction, and a pilot project was
initiated. As part of it, the eggs of these animals
were carefully collected and hatched under the
close observation of experts. Hatching eggs is
a delicate process requiring precise mimicking
of natural nesting conditions. After being reared
for two to four years, the juvenile gharials are
released back into the wild with their tail scutes
marked for later identification. The release of
these individuals strictly follows the current [UCN
re-introduction protocols. Vital to this programme
is close monitoring of the released ones. Such
success stories have given the confidence to
the authorities to achieve something that was an
enigma earlier.

With a strong desire to achieve more such
successes, the CZA decided to work hard to save
some of the country’s highly endangered Indian
species from extinction and go more scientifically.

In this endeavour, the following initiatives were
rolled out of its sleeves.

Initiatives by CZA:
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It came up with the following:

1. “Concept paper on In-situ ex-situ linkage -
Conservation Breeding of Endangered Wild
Animal Species in India”,

2. ldentified 71 animals that are critically
endangered and are on the brink of Extinction,

3. Identified the Zoos that have strong credentials
in successfully breeding wild animals in captivity
and assigned them the role of coordinating and
participating Zoos,

4. The zoos are meticulously chosen so that they
geographically represent the animals that they
are going to breed under Conservation Breeding
Programs,

As a part of the sound breeding strategy, the CZA
had emphasised on

Importance of Genetics (genomic approach)
so that offspring can be obtained from the
genetically superior parents

The importance of having more naturalistic
and spacious enclosures and breeding the
individuals with minimal human imprinting

The importance of animal enrichment so that
the animals, while in captivity, get rid of physical,
physiological and psychological stresses and can
go to the wild as better adapted ones.

The importance of animal nutrition, sound
veterinary care, animal hushandry care, and plans
to deal with contingencies.

The role played by record-keeping
goes without saying in the planned breeding
programmes. So, an emphasis was given to
keeping the records up to date,

Realised the importance of Stud books in the
planned breeding programmes, and CZA came out
with Stud books on different species in association
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with the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun,

An attempt was made to archive the
knowledge gained through the process, and CZA
came out with a series of Books on this complicated
but well-needed effort.

CZA provided the necessary money to
revamp existing enclosures to suit the housed
animals' requirements for conservation breeding. It
emphasised imparting training to the officers, Vets,
Keepers, etc., so that well-trained and motivated
officers and staff would work better in conservation
breeding initiatives. CZA has developed a system
of regular inspections of CB Facilities, with the
inspecting experts giving feedback on a prescribed
proforma

Linkages:

The success of such scientific initiativesdepends
on solid linkages with institutions of excellence
working on this initiative. So, CZA had developed
linkages with institutions like

1. Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, to guide
and collaborate in the Scientific matters,

2. Collaborating with BNHS

3. The National Wildlife Genetic Resource
Bank (NWGRB), housed at the Laboratory for the
Conservation of Endangered Species (LaCONES),
in the conduct of Genomic studies,

4. CZAhas functional relations with organizations
working worldwide in the field of conservation
breeding, like the Association of Zoos & Aquariums
(AZA), the European Association of Zoos &
Aguaria (EAZA), the Japanese Association of Zoos
and Aquariums (JAZA), the World Association of
Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA), the Pan-African
Association of Zoos and Aquaria (PAAZA), etc.,
for the exchange of information, knowledge, and
genetic materials etc..
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5. CZA has a functional tie-up with premier
institutions like the Indian Veterinary Institute
(IVRI), Bareilly, to help it and the Zoos in matters
related to Health, Husbandry and Nutrition

6. CZA emphasizes that zoos should have
functional tie-ups with the best animal health
facilities, such as hospitals, vet universities, and
laboratories.

Outcomes:

Till now, the following have come out due to the
efforts of CZA:

1. Stud books on- Asiatic Lion, Royal Bengal
Tiger, Clouded Leopard, Himalayan Wolf, Grey
Wolf, Red Panda, Indian Pangolin, Lion Tailed
Macaque, Pig Tailed Macaque, Stump Tailed
Macaque, Phayre's leaf monkey, Nilgiri Langur,
Gee’s Golden Langur, Hoolock gibbon, Indian
Bison, Indian Wild Ass, Rhinoceros, Elk's Deer
(Thamin), Mouse Deer, Chinkara, Chowsingha,
Grey Peacock pheasant, Western tragopan,
Vultures ( Long-billed, Slender Billed, and White
Backed), and Nicobar Pigeon. The studbooks of
the 25 species are as recent as 2018.

2. We have Studbooks for animal species, like
Blue Sheep (prepared in 2015), Himalayan Monal,
Cheer Pheasant (prepared in 2016), and Snow
Leopard (prepared in 2022). prepared by WII,
Dehradun.

3. CZA has come out with a publication titled:
Planned breeding programs in Indian zoos
ASSESSMENT & STRATEGIC ACTION, recently,
and | am fortunate to co-author this publication

4, CZA, in association with its collaborative
organizations and on its own, has come out with
publications, to name a few:

Book on- Reproduction and Welfare of
Endangered Animals in Conservation Breeding,
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from the symposium organized by LaCONES and
CZA

Publications on animal nutrition
Publication on animal health

Introduction to Wildlife Genetic Resource
Banks

Enrichment Manual for Selected Species in
Indian Zoos, by CZA and W

Action Plan for Vulture Conservation in India
2020-2025

Husbandry  Guidelines for iin range
Conservation Breeding Programmes of Gyps
bengalensis, Gyps indicus and Gyps tenuirostris
by Vibhu Prakash, Chris Bowden, Richard
Cuthbert, Nick Lindsay, Nikita Prakash, Andrew
Routh, Jemima Parry-Jones

Action plan for the Reintroduction of Indian
Mouse deer by CZA, CCMB, Nehru Zoological
Park,

Conservation breeding of Western Tragopan
in Himachal Pradesh: Reproductive Biology,
Behaviour, and Habitat Suitability by WII,

Many publications on the Red Panda

Model Disaster Management Plan for
Zoological Parks of India, authored by me, which
is a CZA Publication.

The list is extensive; the above publications are
indicative only.

Spectacular results:

In the conversations related to the
Conservation Breeding of endangered species
in India, many species take centre stage in the
discussion; a few of them are Tigers, Lions,
Rhinos, Swamp Deer, Hangul, Black Buck, Bison,
and The Great Indian Bustards (all examples from
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in-situ conservation). In contrast, the Gangetic
Gharial, Red Panda, Mouse deer, Pygmy Hog,
Vultures, Pheasants, etc., represent Zoological
Parks' efforts (ex-situ conservation).  Lately,
the Zoological Parks have been co-opting as
Conservation Agents in India.

The knowledge gained in zoological parks
on aspects like behaviour, reproductive biology,
health management, etc., is helping field managers
better manage animals in the wild. Zoo vets are
always at the forefront of dealing with diseases.
They help capture troubled animals and deal
with and contain deadly diseases. For example,
the Zoo vets helped to contain deadly diseases
like Canine Distemper and babesiosis, which
killed many wild Lions in Gujarat. The vets also
effectively contained the COVID-19 virus.

Effective coordination between the in-situ
and ex-situ organisations/ institutions has always
helped successfully breed animals to be released
back into the wild. Without the help of the Telangana
Government (in the successful reintroduction of
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Mouse Deer), the State of Assam (in the successful
reintroduction of Pygmy Hog), and the State of
West Bengal (in the successful reintroduction of
Red Panda), to name a few, it could not have been
possible for the Zoological parks to achieve the
coveted results in Conservation Breeding.

The Zoological Parks and the field managers
supply genetic materials to help LaCONES realize
its dream of establishing a Biobank in India.
Enthused by the concept of a biobank, progressive
zoos like Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological
Park, Darjeeling, started their efforts to develop a
biobank on their campus. A note on Biobanks will
be discussed in the subsequent article.

Thus, the conservation successes led by the
Central Zoo Authority (CZA) have a ripple effect on
local wildlife and habitats. By bolstering populations
of endangered species through captive breeding
programs, these efforts help maintain biodiversity,
which is crucial for ecosystem stability. For
example, reintroducing species into the wild can
restore ecological balance, as each species plays
a unique role in its habitat.

The author is a former PCCF of Uttar Pradesh cadre, M-9415786586

Unread secret

Some worship stones and on their head they bear them. Some wear the
fallus as an emblem, strung on necklaces. Some behold their God in the
South; some bow their head to the west. The world is thus bound in
false ritual and God’s secret is still unread.

R N R AR A AR R A X AN KRN AKX AR AR

- Guru Gobind Singh
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Mangalagiri Eco-Park: A Beacon of Conservation and
Community Engagement

Vishweswar Rao

Nestled between the bustling cities of Guntur and
Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh, Mangalagiri Eco-
Park stands as a testament to sustainable tourism
and environmental stewardship. Established in 2015
under the Nagaravanam programme, this 20-hectare
hill eco-park, carved from the MangalagiriTadepalli
reserved forest, has transformed from a neglected
site into a vibrant hub for biodiversity conservation,
a green lung for the region, and an educational
platform for locals and visitors alike. With recent
developments, including Rs 1.2 croreinvestment
from the state government, the park now attracts
tourists, students, and nature enthusiasts, offering
modern facilities and fostering a deeper connection
with nature. This article explores the park’s significant
contributions and the amenities that make it a must-
visit destination.

A Sanctuary for Biodiversity Conservation

Mangalagiri Eco-Park plays a pivotal role in
preserving the region’s biodiversity. Located in
the lush MangalagiriTadepalli reserved forest,
the park’s 20 hectares of protected land supports
a variety of flora and fauna, contributing to the
ecological balance of the area. The park’s creation

under the Nagaravanam programme, a national
initiative to develop urban forests, aimed to restore
and protect native vegetation, providing a habitat
for local wildlife. Plantations developed during the
park’s establishment have helped stabilize the soil,
prevent erosion, and create a thriving ecosystem
on Mangalagiri Hill.

The park serves as a refuge for species that
might otherwise be displaced by development
by maintaining a forested area amidst urbanizing
Guntur and Vijayawada. While specific species
lists are not detailed in available sources, eco-
parks like Mangalagiri typically support birds,
small mammals, and diverse plant life, enhancing
regional biodiversity. The park’s trekking routes and
walking tracks allow visitors to observe this natural
diversity, fostering appreciation for conservation
efforts. AMoU with Outrival Adventures to organize
trekking events with students, NGOs, and eco-
clubs further promotes hands-on engagement with
the park’s ecosystem, encouraging participants to
become stewards of nature.
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A Green Lung for Mangalagiri

In an era of rapid urbanization, Mangalagiri Eco-
Park acts as a vital green lung, providing clean
air and a respite from pollution for residents of
Mangalagiri and nearby cities. The park’s dense
forest cover absorbs carbon dioxide, releases
oxygen, and mitigates urban heat, improving
air quality and public health. Its location near
the iconic Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy temple,
a major pilgrimage site, makes it an accessible
retreat for devotees and locals seeking fresh air
and tranquillity.

The 2.8-kilometer walking track encircling the hill
offers a serene space for morning walks, jogging,
or leisurely strolls, attracting adults and elders
who value the “breath of fresh air” the hills provide.
The park’s role as a green lung extends beyond
physical health, offering mental rejuvenation
through its scenic views and peaceful ambiance.
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Education and Awareness for the
Public and Students

One of the park’s primary objectives is to
educate and raise awareness about forests and
environmental conservation, particularly among
pilgrims visiting the nearby temple and students
from local schools. Mangalagiri Eco-Park serves as
an outdoor classroom, where visitors learn about
the importance of preserving natural ecosystems.
Schools in Guntur and Mangalagiri frequently
organize field trips to the park, exposing students
to concepts like biodiversity, forest management,
and sustainable living.

The park’s trekking events, facilitated through
partnerships with Outrival Adventures, engage
college students, NGOs, and eco-clubs in hands-
on learning. These activities teach participants
about the local flora and fauna, the ecological role
of forests, and the impact of human activities on
nature. By combining recreation with education,
the park inspires younger generations to adopt
eco-conscious behaviors. For the broader public,
the park’s signage, facilities, and guided activities
(though not explicitly detailed, typical of eco-parks)
provide informal learning opportunities, aligning
with your interest in explaining complex ideas
simply. The park’s accessibility ensures that even
casual visitors leave with a greater appreciation for
environmental stewardship.
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Modern Facilities for
Experience

an Enhanced Visitor

Mangalagiri Eco-Park has evolved into a well-
equipped destination, with facilities designed to
cater to diverse visitors, from families to fitness
enthusiasts. Recent developments, funded by the
state government, have transformed the park into
a popular picnic spot and tourist attraction. Key
amenities include:

«  2.8-Kilometer Walking Track: A scenic path
around the hill, ideal for walking, jogging, or
enjoying panoramic views.

«  Two Trekking Routes: One from the base to
the summit and another from the top to the bottom,
offering adventure for trekkers of all levels.

«  Children’s PlayArea and Park: Safe, engaging
spaces for young visitors to play and explore.

«  Open Gym and Yoga Centre: Outdoor fitness
facilities to promote health and wellness, with
the yoga centre providing a serene space for
mindfulness.

«  Washrooms and Resting Points: Essential
amenities to ensure visitor comfort, especially as
footfall has increased.

«  Basic Infrastructure: Well-maintained paths,
signage, and seating areas enhance accessibility
and safety.

The park’s entrance and facilities were inspected
by forest officials, including Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests Y Madhusudhan Reddy,
ensuring high standards. A nominal ticket price
is planned to support maintenance, reflecting the
park's commitment to sustainability. With a 4.6/5
rating on Justdial based on visitor reviews, the
park's trekking path alone boasts a 4.5/5 rating,
indicating high satisfaction with its offerings.
Nearby hotels like Sree Fortune Grand and
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KyriadVajram Guntur provide convenient lodging
for tourists, enhancing the park’s appeal as a full-
day destination.

Challenges and Future Potential

Despite its progress, Mangalagiri Eco-Park faced
challenges, including years of neglect post-2015
due to inadequate maintenance. The recent Rs
1.2 crore investment has revitalized the park, but
sustained funding and community involvement
are crucial for its long-term success. Future plans,
such as expanding the yoga centre or adding
educational exhibits, could further enhance its role
as conservation and learning hub.

The park’s proximity to the Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy temple and AIIMS hospital positions it
as a strategic tourism asset, drawing diverse
visitors. By integrating more interactive elements,
like biodiversity workshops or digital guides, the
park could amplify its educational impact, aligning
with global eco-tourism trends. Community-led
initiatives, similar to those at Kambalakonda
Eco-Tourism Park in Visakhapatnam, could also
strengthen local engagement and conservation
efforts.

Contd.. on page No.32
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Is “Climate justice” a conceptual myth?

Climate justice is a concept that recognizes
the disproportionate impact of climate change
on wulnerable populations, advocating for
equitable solutions and a just transition towards
a sustainable future. It emphasizes that climate
change is not just an environmental issue but also
a matter of social, economic, and political justice,
with low-income and marginalized communities
often bearing the brunt of its effects.

Important aspects of climate justice:
Unequal impacts:

Climate change disproportionately — affects
vulnerable communities, including those in the
Global South, low-income populations, and
Indigenous communities.

Historical responsibility:

Recognizing that wealthy nations and industries
have historically contributed more to greenhouse
gas emissions, and therefore, have a greater
responsibility to address climate change.

Equity and human rights:

Climate justice calls for solutions that prioritize
human rights, equity, and social justice in the face
of climate change.

Systemic change:

It requires addressing the root causes of climate
change, including economic and social inequalities,
and advocating for policies that promote a just
transition to a low-carbon economy.

Community-led solutions:
Empowering local communities and prioritizing

V.V.Hariprasad

their needs and knowledge in climate action is a
key aspect of climate justice.

Climate mitigation and adaptation:

Climate justice encompasses both efforts to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions (mitigation)
and to help communities adapt to the impacts of
climate change (adaptation).

Fair sharing of burdens and benefits:

Ensuring that the costs and benefits of climate
action are distributed equitably, especially between
developed and developing countries.

Global solidarity:

Recognizing that climate change is a global
challenge that requires international cooperation
and solidarity to address it.

Examples of climate justice in action:

Advocating for climate-resilient infrastructure
in vulnerable communities:

Ensuring that infrastructure projects are designed
with climate resilience in mind, particularly in areas
that are most at risk, from extreme weather events.

Supporting  community-led  adaptation
projects:
Providing resources and support for local

communities to develop and implement their own
adaptation strategies.

Demanding just transition policies:

Supporting policies that ensure a just transition
to a low-carbon economy, including worker
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retraining, and support for communities that are
heavily reliant on fossil fuels.

Promoting sustainable development goals:

Integrating climate justice principles into the
Sustainable Development Goals, ensuring that
climate action is aligned with social and economic
development.

Supporting environmental justice movements:

Working with environmental justice movements
to address the root causes of environmental
inequalities and advocate for policies that protect
marginalized communities from pollution and other
environmental hazards.

Objectives

Use and popularity of climate justice language
has increased dramatically in recent years, yet
climate justice is understood in many ways, and
the different meanings are sometimes contested.
At its simplest, conceptions of climate justice can
be grouped along the following two lines:

procedural justice, which emphasizes farr,
transparent and inclusive decision making, and

distributive justice, which places the emphasis
on who bears the costs of both climate change and
the actions taken to address it.

The objectives of climate justice can be
described as:

"To encompass a set of rights and obligations,
which corporations, individuals and governments
have towards those vulnerable people who will
be in a way significantly and disproportionately
affected by climate change.”

Climate justice examines concepts such
as equality, human rights, collective rights, and
the historical responsibilities for climate change.
There are procedural dimensions of climate
change mitigation, as well as distributive ethical
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ones. Recognition and respect are the underlying
basis for distributive and procedural justice.

Disproportionality between causality and burden

The responsibility for climate change differs
substantially among individuals and groups. Many
of the people and nations most affected by climate
change are among the least responsible for it. The
most affluent citizens of the world are responsible
for most environmental impacts. Robust action
by them and their governments is necessary
to reduce these impacts.According to a 2020
report by Oxfam and the Stockholm Environment
Institute, the richest 1% of the global population
have caused twice as much carbon emissions as
the poorest 50% over the 25 years from 1990 to
2015. This was, respectively, during that period,
15% of cumulative emissions compared to 7%. A
second 2023 report found the richest 1% of humans
produce more carbon emissions than poorest
66%, while the top 10% richest people account for
more than half of global carbon emissions.

The bottom half of the population is directly
responsible for less than 20% of energy footprints
and consume less than the top 5% in terms of
trade-connected energy. High-income people
usually have higher energy footprints as they use
more energy-intensive goods. In particular, the
largest disproportionality was identified to be in the
domain of transport, where the top 10% consume
56% of vehicle fuel and conduct 70% of vehicle
purchases.A 2023 review article found that if there
were a 20C temperature rise by 2100, roughly 1
billion primarily poor people would die as a result
of primarily wealthy people's greenhouse gas
emissions.

Court cases andlitigation: By December 2022,
the number of climate change-related lawsuits
had grown to 2,180, more than half in the U.S.
(1,522 lawsuits). Based on existing laws, some
relevant parties can already be forced into action
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by means of courts.Climate change litigation, also
known as climate litigation, is an emerging body
of environmental law using legal practice to set
case law precedent to further climate change
mitigation efforts from public institutions, such as
governments and companies. In the face of slow
climate change politics delaying climate change
mitigation, activists and lawyers have increased
efforts to use national and international judiciary
systems to advance the effort. Climate litigation
typically engages in one of the existing types of
legal claims: Constitutional law , administrativelaw
, private law, or consumer protection , or human
rights . .

Net income of the global oil and gas industry
reached a record US$4 trillion in 2022.

Different interpretations and perspectives, arising
from different interests, needs, circumstances,
expectations, considerations and histories, can
lead to highly varying ideas of what is fair. This
may make it more difficult for countries to reach an
agreement. Developing effective, legitimate and
enforceable agreements could be complicated.
This is especially the case if traditional methods
or tools of policy-making are used.Fundamental
fairness principles could include: Responsibility,
capability and rights (needs). For these principles,
country characteristics can predict relative support.

Support of USA and China to climate justice
Initially, TheUnited States and China have pledged
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to support climate justice and are signatories to the
Paris Agreement, aiming to limit global warming
to well below 2°C and pursue efforts to limit it to
1.5°C. While they have both made commitments
to carbon neutrality, China has set a goal for 2060,
while the US aims for 2050. Both countries have
been actively working to implement measures to
reduce emissions, with the US pledging to reduce
emissions by 26-28% from 2005 levels by 2025,
and China committing to peaking emissions
around 2030.

Elaboration in a nutshell:
Paris Agreement:

Both the US and China have pledged to the Paris
Agreement, which is a global accord aimed at
limiting global warming and achieving climate
neutrality.

Carbon Neutrality Goals:

The US aims to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050,
while China has set a target of 2060.

Emission Reduction Targets:

The US has committed to reducing its greenhouse
gas emissions by 26-28% from 2005 levels by
2025, while China is aiming to peak its emissions
before 2030.

Renewable Energy:

China is a major producer and consumer of
renewable energy, and the US is also increasing
its investments in renewable energy sources.

Climate Cooperation:

The two countries have agreed to enhance their
cooperation on climate change and have released
joint statements reaffirming their commitment to
working together with other nations to address the
climate crisis.

In February of 2021, The United States
announced that it rejoined the Paris Agreement
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Conclusion:

On the first day in office of his second term,
US President Donald Trump signed a number
of executive orders (EOs), including EOs
withdrawing the US from the Paris Agreement on
climate change and the World Health Organization
(WHO).Trump also issued orders to pull out of the
Paris Agreement on climate change mitigation and
declared an “energy emergency.” The latter cites
“high demand for energy and natural resources to
power the next generation of technology” as part
of the justification for the emergencydeclaration.
January 20,2025 Executive Order titled
“Unleashing American Energy” dishands the
Interagency Working Group on the Social Cost
of Greenhouse Gases, and re- evaluates the
federal government's use of social cost of carbon
calculations.

Itis not clear how a US Paris Agreement withdrawal
may impact participation by other nations and local
governments in international climate change law
negotiation and implementation. In 2017, during
the first Trump Administration, President Trump
attempted to withdraw from the Paris Agreement.
This attempt was unsuccessful because the Paris
Agreement required that withdrawal at that time to
take effect four years from a country's invocation
of the agreement's withdrawal mechanism. This is
different from the current situation, which allows
for withdrawal to take effect within one year
after invocation. However, when the first Trump
Administration attempted withdrawal in 2017,
other Parties to the Paris Agreement, and many
US state and municipal governments, disapproved
of the measure. As a result, US state governments
that placed an emphasis on climate change
mitigation and adaptation, such as California,
continued to implement regulatory programs to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In 2017, thirty
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US states and many US cities committed to uphold
the Paris Agreement objectives, despite the
federal government's then attempted withdrawal.
In reaction to the United States' unsuccessful
withdrawal in 2017, some Parties to the Paris
Agreement—such as France, Germany and
|taly—indicated that they will increase their efforts
to address climate change

India is committed to achieving net-zero emissions
by 2070 and has pledged to reduce its carbon
intensity by 45% by 2030. The country is also
working to generate 50% of its energy from
renewable sources and increase non-fossil energy
capacity to 500 GW by 2030. Furthermore, India
is advocating for equitable climate action and
financial assistance for developing nations.

China's attitude towards the climate justice
movement is a complex mix of recognizing the
need for global cooperation and advocating for a
fair distribution of responsibilities, particularly in
the context of developing nations. China actively
participates in international climate agreements
and has made significant commitments to reduce
emissions, aiming to peak carbon emissions
before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality by
2060. However, China also emphasizes the
importance of historical responsibility and the
need for developed nations to provide financial
and technological support to developing countries
in their climate action efforts.

In the context of changed stand of USA as
announced by Donald Trump the president of
USA and the attitude of China both the countries
being those responsible for the higher emissions
of greenhouse gases time will decide whether
climate justice remains as a conceptual myth or
results in substantial positive outcomes in the long
run not later than 2070.

(The Author is a retired Deputy Conservator of Forests, and a practising Advocate (LL.M,
P.G.Diploma in Environmental Management), M-78936 73767
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Learning from the Past: Next Generation "Source to Sea,
Ridge to Reef, and Catchment to Coast" Approaches in Andhra
Pradesh and Beyond

B. Vijaya Kumar

INTRODUCTION

Andhra Pradesh, with its diverse geography
and rich natural resources, is poised to benefit
from integrated approaches that consider the
interconnectedness of ecosystems. Building on
lessons learned from ridge-to-valley watershed
management, the state can adopt next-generation
source-to-sea  (S2S), ridge-to-reef  (R2R),
and catchment-to-coast (C2C) approaches to
achieve holistic, sustainable, and climate-resilient
development.

Ridge-to-Valley Watershed Approach: Lessons
Learned

Theridge-to-valley approach has beeninstrumental
in  managing watersheds, conserving water,
and promoting sustainable land use practices in
Andhra Pradesh. Key lessons learned include:

Integrated ~ Management:  Watershed
management requires a holistic approach,
considering the interconnectedness of ecosystems
and stakeholders.

Community Participation: Engaging local
communities in decision-making processes is
crucial for sustainable management and equitable
benefits.

- Adaptive Management: Watershed management
must be flexible and adaptive to respond to
changing environmental and social conditions.

Next-Generation Approaches: S2S, R2R, and C2C

These approaches build on the lessons learned
from watershed management and expand the

scope to consider broader ecosystems and
stakeholders. Key features include:

- Holistic and Integrated: Managing ecosystems
from source to sea, ridge to reef, or catchment to
coast requires a comprehensive understanding
of the interconnectedness of ecosystems and
stakeholders.

Sustainable and Climate-Resilient: These
approaches prioritize sustainable development,
climate resilience, and environmental conservation.

- Green Economy: By promoting sustainable
practices and ecosystem services, these
approaches can contribute to a green economy
and improve public well-being.

Benefits and Opportunities

Adopting S2S, R2R, and C2C approaches in
Andhra Pradesh can bring numerous benefits,
including:

- Improved Water Security: Managing watersheds
and coastal areas holistically can ensure
sustainable water resources and reduce the risk
of water scarcity.

- Enhanced Biodiversity: Conserving ecosystems
from ridge to reef can protect biodiversity, promote
ecosystem services, and support sustainable
livelihoods.

Climate Resilience: Integrated approaches
can help communities adapt to climate change,
reducing vulnerability and promoting resilience.

- Green Economy: By promoting sustainable
practices and ecosystem services, Andhra
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Pradesh can transition towards a green economy,
creating new opportunities for economic growth
and job creation.

Conclusion

Andhra Pradesh has a unique opportunity to
leverage lessons learned from ridge-to-valley
watershed management to adopt next-generation
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S2S, R2R, and C2C approaches. By prioritizing
holistic, integrated, and sustainable management
practices, the state can promote environmental
conservation, public well-being, and a green
economy. As the state looks beyond its current
challenges, embracing these approaches can
pave the path for a more resilient, sustainable, and
prosperous future.

Author is the Director, A.P State Forest Academy, Rajamahendravaram, M-91-62810 72815

Continuation from page No. 25

Conclusion

Mangalagiri Eco-Park is more than a recreational
space—it's a vital contributor to biodiversity
conservation, a green lung for Mangalagiri, and
an educational platform for students and the
public. Its modern facilities, from trekking routes
to yoga centres, cater to diverse interests, making
it a cherished destination in Andhra Pradesh. As
visitor numbers grow, the park’s role in fostering
environmental awareness and community health
becomes ever more significant. Whether you're a

nature lover, a student, or a pilgrim seeking solace,
Mangalagiri Eco-Park invites you to explore its
hills, breathe its fresh air, and join the movement
to protect our planet.

For those inspired to visit, plan your trip via
platforms like Trip.com for ticket details and
nearby accommodations. Mangalagiri Eco-Park
stands as a shining example of how conservation
and community can coexistoffering a model for
eco-parks across India.

Author is a Forest Range Officer, GIS Mangalagiri, Andhra Pradesh
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The Passing out Parade , Piping ceremony & Convocation of
10th Batch Forest Range Officer trainees of Maharastra State
from 2023- 25 at Telangana State Forest Academy.

“The Journey of strenuous 18 months of training and transformation”

Smt. B. Praveena

The Telangana State Forest Academy,is one of
the few academies selected by the Directorate of
Forestry Education, Dehra Dun to impart Induction
Training Program (ITP) to the newly recruited
FROs from across the country. It is to the credit
of the Academy that the 10th batch of thirty five
(35) FROs passed out on June 27th, 2025. The
first batch of FROs was trained in 2010. The next
batch of thirty six (36) trainees is also currently
undergoing ITP.

The completion of the eighteen months (18) ITP
has a passing out parade, convocation and Piping
(presentation of starts) ceremony.

The Passing Out Parade:
Dr. C. Suvarna, IFS, PCCF &HoFF, Telanganawas

the Chief Guest for the passing out parade.
She was received by a guard of honour and
escorted to the dais. The trainee FROs, dressed
in smart uniforms presented themselves for the
parade. The parade was commanded by Sri.
PrathmeshSambhajiDhane. All the platoons
were inspected by the Chief guestriding on the
Inspection Vehicle. With the grant of permission
for Ceremonial parade, the parade with first
platoon of 10th Batch FROs with 34 officers
and Miss ManishaKadam as Flag bearer and
Sri. AkshayGaikwad as Platoon commander
commenced the marchpast in synchronization with
the beats of Police band followed by FRO trainees
of 11th Batch (36 trainees) and two platoons of
FBOs (37th Batch) with 79 Trainees.
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The colourful and rhythmic parade was cheered on by the officers and family
members of the trainees.

Convocation and Piping ceremony:
Welcome Address by the Director TGSFA

“One and Half Year ........... 18 Months........ 78 weeks,
pereee i 548 Days.............. Countdown has come to
an end.” The Director of TGSFA Dr. S.J. Asha, IFS,
CCF welcomed the Chief Guest, guests of honour and
family members of traineesand delivered a strong and
motivating message to the officers and congratulated
them for their successful completion of training
period.She mentioned that in addition to the syllabus
prescribed for each subject, the trainees were given
additional inputs, on the exact requirement of skills and
expertise in the field. She added, “Congratulations on
this momentous occasion! Today marks not just the
completion of your training but the beginning of a noble
journey —most importantly, the beginning of a journey
that very few are privileged to undertake—a journey to
protect, conserve, and steward the natural wealth of
our nation.”

The Course Director's Report:

Smt. B. Praveena, IFS presented the Course Director’s
report. She started,“Indeed with ebullience | am
presenting the Course Director's Report of 10th Batch
Forest Range Officers, ITP Course2023-25 conducted
at TGSFA, Dulapally on behalf of the Directorate of
Forest Education, MOEF&CC, Gol and bankrolled by
the State of Maharashtra.

The 10th Batch of FROs comprising of 35 trainees

(08 women officers and 27 Gentlemen officers) from
Maharashtra embarked on the One year 6 months
training module at TGSFA, Dulapally on 28th December
2023at the primordial state in the forestry sector and
Examinations were conducted in 2 Phases, 1st Phase
exams werecompleted in the month of August 2024
and 2nd Phase in the month of June 2025. The results
are approved by the DFE, Dehradun on 24.06.2025.
Ten (10)Officer trainees secured Honours,(21) trainees
successfully completed the course and the result of
(01) trainee was withhelddue to non-fulfillment of the
requirements of the course.

TSGFA Gold Medals:

PravinPanditPuri (05 Medals); ShubhamDasrathingale
(04 Medals); ManishaKantilalKadam (03 Medals) ;
Prachi Anil Randive ( 03 Medals); Anirudha Sunil Mane
(02 Medals); AniketVinayakraoChavan (02 Medals);
AtulVinayakParkhe (01); Ganesh GorakhNarsale

(01); AvinashShivrajPatil (01); Mangesh Ramesh
Pawal (01); BhagyashreeBhausahebsangle(01);
PranitaprakashPatil (01); RohiniBhuyangGaikwad(01);
NavnathVishwanathChate (01);
PrathmeshSambhajidhane(01); SeemaAjijShaik(01).

DFE Gold and Silver Medals:

Gold Medals: Over all topper Gold medal - Prachi Anil
Randive

Silver Medals: Manisha Kantilal Kadam (02 Medals);
Pranita Prakash Patil (01 Medal); Pravin Pandit Puri
(01 Medal).
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Chief Guest's Message: and guiding message of PCCF &HoFF imbibed the zeal
The Chief Guest. Dr. C. Suvama, IFS, PCCF &HoFF. of honesty, sincerety and committedness towards their

Telangana congratulated all the officer trainees for future endevaours.
successful completion of their training period and wished The convocation came to an end with national anthem
them all the best for their future endevours. Amotivating followed by aa group photograph.

Miss Prachi Anil Randive and Mr. Shubham Dasrath Ingale Toppers of the Batch

Contd.. on page No.41
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
"BEAT PLASTIC POLLUTION"

Swarupa Rani

World Environment Day 2025 was celebrated on
June 5, with the theme “Beat Plastic Pollution”. The
Republic of Korea hosted the global event, aiming
to reduce plastic waste and promote sustainable
practices.

Key highlights:

Theme: Beat Plastic Pollution, focusing on the
impact of plastic waste on ecosystems: wildlife,
and human health

Host Country: Republic of Korea, specifically Jeju
Province, which aims to be plastic-free by 2040

Objective: To raise awareness about plastic
pollution and encourage collective action to reduce
plastic dependency and promote sustainable
alternatives

Global ~ Significance: Over 150 countries
participate, engaging governments, communities,
and individuals in Environmental protection

Why It Matters:

«  Plastic pollution affects every corner of the
planet, with microplastics found in oceans, remote
areas, and even human bodies

« 11 milion tons of plastic waste enter
aquatic ecosystems annually, with significant
environmental and health impacts

« Estimated annual cost of plastic pollution:
$300-600 billion

“Beat Plastic Pollution” activities taken up at
Telangana State Forest Academy on 05.06.2025.

1. Plastic collection drive helps to reduce waste
and promote a cleaner environment. It is a great
initiative for environmental conservation. Such
efforts help

a) Reduce plastic waste
b) Promote sustainability

c) Raise awareness about plastic pollutions
impact
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2. Planting program contributing to reforestation, biodiversity and a healthier
ecosystem.

a. |It's a great way to promote environmental conservation and sustainability.

b. Tree planting initiative helps enhancing biodiversity, improve air quality, support

ecosystem health and mitigate climate change.

Conclusion:

The Telangana State Forest Academy advances with vision and Action to:
«  Reduce plastic use, encourage reuse and recycle.

«  Support eco-friendly businesses and practices

Participate in local clean-up events and awareness campaigns

«  Advocate for policy changes and sustainable innovation.

Author is Assistant Conservator of Forests at TSFA, M-97042 33359
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Chronicling milestones in the wild: The story of
a Telangana forester with a steely resolve

VV SUBRAHMANYAM

Often referred to as an official with integrity and
a walking encyclopedia on Forest Law, 93-year-
old K Buchiram Reddy pens the challenges and
occupational hazards of being a forester since the
early 1950s

Hyderabad: For someone who has undertaken the
arduous task of chronicling some of the milestones,
challenges and the occupational hazards of being
a forester since the early '50s, K Buchiram Reddy,
retired IFS officer, proves that age is just a number
when it comes to this documentation, starting with
his first one — ‘Forest Martyrs’ — published in
2012.

The 93-year-old Reddy, a graduate in Science and
Law, and a member of the Indian Forest Service,
has penned down the challenges and occupational
hazards of being a forester since the early 1950s.
He was often referred to as an official with integrity
and a walking encyclopedia on Forest Law.

Only a few months ago, when his ‘Compilation of
Legal Notes for Forest Officers’ was released by
PK Jha, president, Association of Retired Forest
Officers of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, it
was a recognition and acknowledgement of his
contribution in the field.

And, Reddy's latest publication, ‘Memorable
Musings of a Nonagenarian Forester’, released
a month ago, is essentially a compilation of his
articles over the years and a generous donation
to the Telangana State Forest Academy, Dulapally,
Hyderabad.

For the record, Reddy is a founding editor of
‘VanaPremi', a retired foresters’ magazine, which
was his brainchild founded in 1994, thanks
to the help from selfless officials such as late
Narayanaswamy, JV Sharma and late Lohit Reddy.

Reddy's autobiography, ‘Journey of My
Life in The Wilderness’ (2013) and ‘Oka
VanaPremiJeevanaYanam’ in Telugu during the
pandemic (2019) were also widely appreciated by
family, friends and fellow foresters.

Continuing his steely determination, Reddy came
up with ‘SmarakaVarthaVahini in Telugu four years
later, on the ghastly murder of FRO ChSrinivasRao
who was trying to prevent forest encroachment.
“l am grateful to Sri. D.Nagabhushanam and
Dr.K.Tirupataiah, both of whom were my
collaborators and esteemed colleagues from the
Indian Forest Service,” Reddy insists.

Contd.. on page No.41
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RECORD RAINFALL EXPOSES BENGALURU
INFRASTRUCTURE GAPS

Branches of trees have fallen and in some cases
the whole tree has got uprooted. Power outage
in the city made matters worse and BESCOM
received 33,000 calls in this period for restoration
of power. More than 20 lakes in Bengaluru have
Record rainfall of 130 mm in 12 hours,from 18th
May evening till the dawn of 19th May, has led
to flooding of houses, overflowing of city lakes.
Streets and underpasses became waterways.
Flyovers remained closed for traffic for several
hours, andhalting public bus services in many
parts of the city etc. Essential travels in the city
remained disrupted for large part of 19th May.

overflown adding further misery to the citizens. It
was the second highest rainfall in a single day in
a decade and BBMP found that things went out
of hand. Agencies put in their best to mitigate the
misery of the people. The worst part of the story
was that two persons were electrocuted, while
trying to connect power to run the motors to drain
out water from the houses and another human
death also took place in the floods. State disaster
response force deployed boats to evacuate people
from flooded locations.

While Bengaluru's storm water drains have
a capacity of 70 mm of rain in 24 hours, the
rain-gauges located at Kengeri, Vaderhalli,
Chikkabanavara, =~ Chowdeshwarinagar ~ and
Kempegowda ward registered 132 mm, 131
mm, 127 mm, 104 mm, and 103 mm of rains,
respectively in 12 hours’ period. Other areas like
Kormangala, Baswangudi, Marthahalli, and HAL
Airport also recorded more than 90 mm of rain.

B.K.Singh

When the rain exceeds the capacity of storm
water drains, flooding the streets and houses is
inevitable. Flooding was not limited to low lying
areas alone but the areas at higher altitudinal
locations like Kormangala, BTM, Jayanagaretc
were also flooded.

India’s vaunted tech capital was paralyzed
as Manyata Tech Park, White field and other
Electronic city tech companies also faced the
brunt. Manyata tech park has been flooding in
routine rains too. It was flooded eight months ago,
flooded last week and experienced a very heavy
flooding following 19th May rains. Bengaluru
tech giants and real estate groups must rethink
about their urban design especially in and around
Manyata. It is located squarely in HebbalNagwara
valley, just below Nagwara and Rachenhalli lakes
and overflow from these lakes flows through the
tech park to reach downstream lakes like Kalkere.
The drains through Manyatateck park carry both
treated and untreated water, which get mixed
during flooding. Mixing of sewage water with rain
water is not only confined to the tech park area,
but is also a characteristic of all flooded lands in
urban areas.

Urban centers including Bengaluru are increasingly
paved over with concrete and built surfaces,
rainfall no longer seeps/ percolates into the soil
and rushes into overloaded drains. Increasing
the size and quantity of flow in the drains through
Manyata will not be a proper and valid solution, as
the downstream areas will face heavier flooding.
The 300 acres Manyata campus must be provided
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with natural solution to capture rain water during
heavy floods. Water must be allowed to infiltrate
the ground by minimizing the pavements and
concrete. Bioswales comprising vegetation, mulch,
biorentation soil, gravel and perforated pipes can
treat the water and can also cut the velocity of
the flow of water thereby increasing the seepage
of water in the soil and improve underground
recharge. The commercial buildings should have
green roofs and walls, which can reduce the runoff
on the ground and support underground recharge.
Manyata campus has potential to handle large
volume of flood water efficiently, if the suggestions
are kept in mind.

The main reason for the heavy downpour is the
convergence of two low pressure systems. It
also brought thunderstorms on 18th and 19th
May. As the concentration of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere is reaching a dangerous level
(nearly 425 ppm, from 350 ppm in pre-industrial
period), the planet is continuously warming. The
record of warmest year 2023 has been shattered
in 2024, and 2025 is on course to shatter even
this record. Despite Scientists cautioning against
the fossil fuel burning, the world leaders have not
shown any respect to the Science and increasing
the dependency on the consumption of fossil fuel
as energy for boosting growth. This results in
continuous warming of the planet. Sea surface
temperature is rising and lot of moisture is pumped
into the atmosphere through increased rate of
evaporation. The accumulation of relativelymore
moisture in the cloud formation is inevitable
and whenever temperature, pressure and wind
conditions are favorable, heavy downpour occurs.
Further, when there are two low pressure systems
conversing, the downpour is even more intense.

The permanent solution is to cut the consumption of
fossil fuels and transition away towards renewable
source of energy. The renewable energy in
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undeveloped and developing countries are
dependent upon the finance and technology from
US, other western countries and China. UNCCC'’s
annual climate conference at Baku, Azerbaijan
has failed to address the issue and has brought a
crack between the global north and global south.
US President Trump has repeatedly abandoned
Paris climate accord, and other developed nations
are also not prepared to finance and transfer
technology to global south. As a result, the world
is not hopeful of containing the warming of the
planet within 1.5 degree Celsius. We are left to
face the warming world and its consequences like
heavy downpours causing flooding, long dry spell
followed by drought etc. disrupting our lives and
livelihood.

In a situation when countries have to deal
with increasing floods and droughts, the civic
infrastructures would need modifications. The
storm water drains, which are designed to fully
carry the flood water from incessant rainfall of 50
to 70 mm in 24 hours, will have to be remodeled
for rains up to 200 mm in 24 hours. The natural
drainage pattern and setting of the area should
not be altered as far as possible. Urban centers,
where there is hardly any ground without concrete
and pavements, must reorient themselves and
form the layouts where more areas are open for
growing vegetation and infiltration of water in the
soil.Underground structures/ basements especially
in low lying areas can be very dangerous for living
and commercial activities. The entry and exit
in such cases are often narrow and can pose a
danger during emergency evacuation. Flood water
can gush in and can cause human casualties.
At the most,basements should be earmarked for
water storage and for the storage of serviceable
and unserviceable articles. We should not forget
the drowning of students in an IIT coaching center,
Delhi during one such flooding last year. The wet
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lands in urban areas, storm water drains and lakes
must be kept free from encroachments.

The green space in urban areas is quite important
for countering the heat generated by the concrete
structures. Choice of species for planting urban
landscape should be smart and shallow rooted
trees like Gulmohr, Peltoforum, rain trees etc.
should not be grown. In the stormy weather and
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with incessant rainfalls, trees/ branches fall off
leading to power outage and disruption of traffic.
We should also not cover all round the base of
the trees with concrete. Such trees do not get
adequate seepage water from rainfalls and are
weak and malformed and are prone for getting
uprooted in heavy winds.

B K Singh is a Retired Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force) Karnataka,

M-9449863501
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The author is member of Indian Forest Service, Joint Director TGSFA, Mobile : 94401 35506

Continuation from page No. 38

“Those were the days when forestry discipline and
fear of prosecution were there. Now, it is not the
same for different reasons,” he says. “Definitely,
the huge plus is now technological advances such
as drone surveillance for tracking criminals as well
as endangered wildlife, compared to the old days
when a lone forester as a foot-soldier covered long
distances, in off-road territories in life-threatening

and inhospitable conditions,” Reddy points out.

“But the fact that there is loss of lives of foresters
in the line of duty is a sad reflection that such
atrocities still remain unchallenged,” he concludes.

The article was published in Telangana Today,
dated: 29.05.2025. Republished with the author’s
permission

The author is a Journalist earlier with The Hindu group and presently with Telangana Today.
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Green Faridabad Campaign- A Case Study

Introduction

| joined as DFO in Faridabad in May 1989, marking
my first territorial posting. At the time, Faridabad
was a heavily industrialized city in Haryana, ranked
tenth among India's industrial hubs. The city had a
population of 1.5 million, with over 50% residing
in urban areas. Faridabad was not only a leading
contributor to pollution in Haryana but also had the
potential to become one of the most polluted cities
in the country, largely due to its proximity to Delhi.
This pollution had led to a noticeable decline in the
quality of life for its residents. Trees, when present
in adequate numbers and air pollution remains in
the regenerative capacity of nature, are among the
most effective means of combating air pollution.
However, forest areas in the region were only 3.4%
of geographical area of the district, far below the
recommended 25% for urban areas. Therefore,
increasing tree plantation was seen as a vital step
towards mitigating air pollution in the city.

Green Haryana Campaign

In July 1990, the Government of Haryana
launched the “Green Haryana Campaign” at the
initiative of the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change(MoEFCC), Government of
India. A two-pronged strategy was adopted: first,
tree plantation drives were undertaken by various
government departments such as the Faridabad
Complex Administration (FCA, now the Municipal
Corporation), HUDA (now HSVP), the Forest
Department, and others. Second, the public
was actively involved through the distribution of

R. K. Sapra

saplings by the Forest Department to encourage
private planting. Innovative measures, including
the integrated efforts of different government
agencies, led to successful plantations along the
Delhi-Mathura Road and in the green belts of
Sector 7 and Sector 37. Fencing in these areas
was provided by civic agencies such as the FCA
and the Faridabad Industrial Association (FIA),
while plantation work was carried out by the Forest
Department. Rising to the occasion, the Forest
Department also upgraded its nurseries to produce
a variety of fruit and ornamental plants, which
were distributed to the public through government
channels to further support the campaign.

Self-Sustaining Model for Raising Tall Plants

To promote urban plantations in the South Circle
of Gurgaon, the late Dr. R. D. Jakati had planned a
study tour for his DFOs to explore urban plantation
models in Bangalore. Although | was unable to join
the visit due to official commitments, | held detailed
discussions with colleagues who visited Bangalore
and reviewed relevant literature extensively.
Drawing upon these insights, | secured a project
sanctioned by the District Rural Development
Agency, Faridabad, focused on raising tall plants
(1.5 meters in height). The project included a
provision to reinvest the revenue generated from
plant sales into further nursery development.
A nursery for tall plants was established at my
divisional headquarters, managed diligently by
Satya Narayan, a dedicated gardener. Given the
high demand in this industrial city, the tall plants—
sold at reasonable prices—were well received.
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Among the major users was Vijay Kumar, IFS
(then DFO in NOIDA and now serving in the
Uttarakhand cadre). The revenue generated was
reinvested in nursery operations, thus establishing
a self-sustaining model. The PCCF, Haryana, was
highly impressed by this nursery and visited it
frequently.
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However, following state elections, a new Hon'ble
Forest Minister assumed office. This shift allowed
my counterpart in Faridabad to influence the
Minister against me regarding the nursery project.
Consequently, the “Bade Sahib” changed his
stance in favor of my counterpart. Surprised and
disappointed by this development, | decided to
defend my work independently. 1 published a
booklet titled “Technique of Raising Tall Plants”,
which documented the project's methodology
and achievements. Earlier, the “Green Haryana
Campaign” was launched by the MoEFCC,
encouraging departments to plant trees on
their own lands or through their beneficiaries. |
distributed the booklet to district officials and all
officers of the Haryana Forest Department. The
achievements of the project were as follows

During 1995-96, a total of 24,598 plants were sold
to the public at Rs 15 per plant. Due to rising cost
of labour and material, the price was increased to
Rs 20 per plant from January 1, 1996. The total
revenue collected amounted to Rs 3.70 lakh, which
was entirely reinvested in raising tall plants. Demand
was so high that even 7,718 plants transplanted in
February 1995 were sold for planting in August 1995.
The public response was overwhelmingly positive,
validating that raising tall plants was an economically
viable initiative.

Subsequently, the Minister’s office requested
nursery records for inspection. During this scrutiny,
the only support | received was from the late R.
S. Hooda, Additional PCCF, who candidly told the
Minister’'s staff: “Tum apnaa time khotikaran lag
raisai, wohaisachhorakaunasai” (You are wasting
your time—this officer has done nothing wrong).
As expected, the inspection found no irregularities.
Eventually, | was transferred to the Research and
Training Division, bringing an end to my satisfying
tenure in Faridabad. However, this transfer proved
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to be a blessing in disguise. It led to a foreign visit
to Australia, where | specialized in high-yielding
tree crops and developed a keen interest in clonal
Eucalyptus plantations. | also managed to save a
substantial amount during this visit, which further
fueled my enthusiasm.

Green Faridabad Campaign

Tree plantation efforts received a further boost in
July 1994 with the launch of the “Green Faridabad
Campaign” by the District Administration. The
campaign aimed to combat the rising levels of
air pollution by increasing tree cover through
encouraging active participation from residents. Its
primary focus was on raising public awareness about
the harmful effects of environmental degradation.
The strategy involved expanding plantations in
urban areas, carried out by various government
departments in collaboration with industrial
associations and Resident Welfare Associations
(RWA). The campaign emphasized community
involvement, making it a collective effort toward a
greener and healthier Faridabad.

Common people were educated through hoardings,
posters, banners, and slogans. Tree Marches, along
with tableaus, a Paryavaran Rally, and a Cycle
Rally, were organized across the city. Along the
routes, tree plantations were carried out in schools,
residential colonies, parks, and industrial areas with
the active participation of school children, residents,
industrial workers, and government officials. Public
figures and dignitaries such as environmentalist
Sunder Lal Bahuguna and cricketer Kapil Dev were
roped in tree plantation events to inspire the public.
Social organizations like the Rotary Club and Lions
Club also contributed to this noble cause. Special
emphasis was placed on involving school children
on a large scale by organizing competitions such as
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quizzes, fancy dress, skits, group songs, painting
and rangoli, all centered around the theme of
environmental awareness.

Urban Plantations

Tree plantations in an industrial city are comparable
to treating patients requiring major surgery—they
demand intensive care and substantial investment.
The Forest Department undertook the task of
planting tall saplings along the HUDA Bypass
and along roads in areas where offices of Central
Government were located. It also distributed
saplings to the public to encourage tree planting in
residential neighborhoods. FCA and HUDA focused
on plantations in parks, shopping complexes, and
along roads in the NIT and HUDA sectors. FIA made
a significant contribution by providing tree guards
and encouraging industries to fence the areas in
front of their premises on Delhi-Mathura road for
tree plantations which were carried out by Forest

Contd.. on page No.48
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NINE HISTORIC ANCIENT HEREDITARY
TREES IN TELANGANA STATE IN INDIA

C.Ramakrishna Reddy

1-0 :INTRODUCTION:

There exist nine historic ancient hereditary
trees in the state of Telangana in India as revealed
by “VATA FOUNDATION AGENCY” which is an
independent private organization with the main
objective ofidentifying, documenting, safeguarding
and protecting these historic ancient trees for
posterity. The organization has appealed to
the Government of Telangana state to provide
historic hereditary identity status for these
ancient trees. The acceptance or otherwise
is awaitedfrom the Govr. Of Telangana state.

SriUdaya Krishna the founder of ‘VATA
FOUNDATION  AGENCY”  organization is
contemplating to document such historic, ancient
trees in India which made him to undertake travel
covering a whopping distance of 27 thousand
kilometers covering 22 states, all 13 union
Government Administrated states in India with
Zeal and enthusiasm. He so far identified about
150 ancient, historic trees, kept, preserved and
embedded all trees in “GOOGLE EARTH PRO”
map with perseverance which is a laudable,
painstaking, phenomenal and thought provoking
achievement to be acclaimed to be written in
golden letters in the annals of history in India
as well the world. He further appealed to all the
agencies under corporate sector as well as others
to protect and preserve these 150 trees in safe
condition by adopting them for maintenance
under the*Corporate  social responsibility”.
The ideal and congenial response is awaited.

1-1: THE WONDERFUL, UNMATCHED HELP
RENDERED FOR THE NEEDY PEOPLE

FACING DISTRESS DUE TO NATURE'S FURY.
THE PROTECTION GIVEN BY THESE ANCIENT
HISTORIC TREES IS ILLUSTRATED HERE
UNDER

1-2 :BRIEF DETAILS :

() 150 persons were saved from
HYDERABAD'S floods of 1908 by one tree.

(i) A tree that gifts VISAS accepting coconut
“mudupu” wrapped in cloth hanging it to tree
branch after ardent worshipping the tree.

(i) A tree that cures incurable disease
when prostrated before the tree making
NAMASKARAM with humble prayer.

(iv) One tree is the cause for helping soldiers
to capture robbers in Golkondas Fort.

(v) The above cited illustrations are provided by
ancient, historic trees in Hyderabad, Telangana,
which gave protection for the people in distress.
These noble trees deserve historic hereditary
status recognition from the Government of
Telangana. There is imperative need to safeguard
protect and adopt all such trees by social welfare
organisations and also corporate sectors in
India under corporate social responsibility.

2-0 : NINE ANCIENT HISTORIC TRES IN
HYDERABAD, TELANGANA IN DETAIL HERE
UNDER :

2-1:“BAOBAB" trees (Tree of Life) helped soldiers
to capture marauding robbers.There exists a 600
year old ancient “BAOBAB?” tree at Hyderabad golf
club. This is located near and adjoining to the
wall of Golkonda Fort. The main trunk of the tree
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has a cave formation which can provide shelter
to about 20 persons. This cave has become a
shelter point of hiding for robbers during day time.
They go for theft and robbery during night time
around Golkonda fort and surroundings. One day
local people observed smoke emanating from the
trunk cave portion of the tree, sensed danger and
informed soldiers of Golkonda fort who captured all
robbers hiding in the cave portion/ trunk of the tree.
The people of the fort owed a debt of gratitude for
this ancient “BAOBAB" tree by prostrating before
the tree in view of relief provided by the tree.

2-2 ‘TREE LOCATED AT NAGARKURNOOL
GOVT. GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL GET “RAKHI
TIED TO ITS BRANCHES EVERY YEAR BY
THE SCHOOL AUTHORITIES AND STUDENTS :

There exists one “CHEEMA CHINTHA” tree
(INGADULSE, a plant of dry areas that gives multi-
seeded pods containing black seeds covered by
white/colouredsweety edible portion) at Nagar
Kurnool Girls High School which fell to the ground
owing to heavy rains during the year 2017. At that
time of fall of the tree, VATA foundation agency
intervened to save the tree with the help of local
people. With the help of a heavy crane they lifted
the fallen tree and trans- located it successfully
in another place in the school premises thereby
giving a fresh life to the fallen tree. This enlivened
tree is being tied with “ROCKIES” on 28the June
every year by students and teachers as a mark
of respect and homage for its healthy revival and
prolonged living which has become a happy ritual.

2-3 :TAMARIND TREE (TAMARINDUS INDICA)
PROTECTED PEOPLE FROM DEVASTATING
FLOODS AT OSMANIA HOSPITAL GROUND :

There  exists a  tamarind  tree
(Tamarindusindica) located at the Prestigious
Osmania hospital premises that saved people
from a devastating flood onMusi (Muchkunda)
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River on 28th September 1908 that inundated the
Hyderabad city causing death to about 30,000
people. Under these extraordinary precarious
conditions, about 150 people climbed the tamarind
tree and got themselves saved from the fury of
the flood. They stayed on the tree for two days.

Out of reverence for this great tree the hospital
staff conduct “HOSPITAL DAY” celebrations
under this enchanting tree every year as a day of
remembrance of the tree’s greatest help in saving
150 people from death from devastating floods
thereby paying homage to this magnificent tree.
This tradition is continued year after year sincerely
by the hospital staff as well as visiting out patients.

2-4 : BRITISH GOVERNMENT SOLDIERS
HANGED 1000 PEOPLE USING BANYAN
TREE (FICUS BENGALENSIS)COLLOQUELLY
KNOWN AS “VEYl VURULA MARRI
(BANYAN TREE WHERE HANGING OF
THOUSAND PERSONS WAS CARRIED OOUT

() VEYl VURULA MARRI (TELUGU)
Veyi - means - Thousand
Vuri - means - Hanging
Mari - means - Banyan Tree

(i)  There exists one Banyan Tree

(FicusBengalensis) — locally popular as

‘VeyiVurulaMarri’ at Nirmal town in Nirmal District.
This tree attained prominence due to the atrocious
action by British Rulers.A Girijan leader by name
RAMOJI GONDU declared independence for his
adivasi region rebelling against the British Rule
in the combined Adilabad District. ~ Britishers
controlled this rebellion, captured the leader and his
followers and hanged Sri RamojiGondualong with
his (1000) accomplices on 9th April 1860 using this
Banyan tree for hanging. That's how the tree got its
name. Subsequently, the Banyan tree was cut and
destroyed for unknown reasons. The local people
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erected a monument as a symbol of remembrance
of this tree and the gruesome hangings.

2-5:TREETHAT CURES INCURABLE DISEASES:

There  exists one  Tamarind tree
(Tamarindusindica) at Dhamaraigidda aged
about 600 years old. The tree trunk contains
wide hole (Torra in Telugu). It's believed that
children suffering from incurable diseases,
when pass through the hole, get fully cured from
diseases and become healthy as per locals belief.

2-6 :ParyatakaPillalaMarri (telugu) Banyan Tree
with many props attracting tourists :

There  exists one Banyan  Tree
(Ficushengalensis) with many props and
branches attracting tourists. It is locally named as
ParyatakaPillalaMarri (Telugu) in Mahaboob Nagar
town in Mahaboobnagar District. It is aged about
800 years and is spread over four acres area. Due
to passage of time and owing to encroachments,
the area of spread of the Banyan tree shrank
to 2.5 acres. Because of this tree, the place of
its existence attained the name as PillalaMarri.
The tree with vastly spread branches supported
by thousands of props spread over vast area
of 4 acres indicates that no one can assess the
exact main trunk (pin point) among many props.

2-6A: THE WORLD'S LARGEST BANYAN TREE

Similar large Banyan tree is existing in
SathyaSai District and Annamayya District
borders of Andhra Pradesh at a place about 15
km from Kadiri Town known as ThimmamaMarri
Manu. It got an entry into Guinness Book as the
World's largest Banyan Tree (On KadiriRayachoti
— Kadapa road) spreading over 5.2 acres. A staff
reporter of Indian Express Regret lyer and the
then DFO Sri.Janakiram Naidu were instrumental
in its identification and securing the record entry.
Conservation efforts by the forest department in
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the early 1990s, with the financial support of the
district administration and DRDA, resulted in the
growth and grounding of over 1,000 new prop
roots strengthening and stabilizing the majestic
tree. There is a small temple at the center of the
tree where a local pious woman “Thimmamma” is
worshipped. Thewholetree canopyisfencedbarring
the entry to the temple. On holidays and festival
days, hundreds of pilgims/tourists visit the place.

2-7 :BANYAN TREE THAT GIFTS VISAS
(VISALU PRASADHINCHE MARRI :

There  exists one  Banyan tree
(FicusBenglelnsis) at Mupkal in Nizamabad
District known as “Visa gifting tree” as per locals’
ardent belief. The students and labourers who
want to go to foreign countries, in order to secure
visas, tie to the branches of the tree, coconut
wrapped in white or red cloth and pray to the
tree. And they get visas. Due to heavy rain with
gales and furious wind the tree fell to the ground
with the main trunk still intact but lost many
branches. Because of hindrance caused due to
the fall, the local people cutmost of the branches
and as a result, only the main trunk with a height
of 15 feet remains with the crown having foliage
spreading to a radius of 15 feet all-around the
tree thereby giving a truncated appearance.

This tree is analogous to the ChilkurBalaji(Visa
Balaj) Temple near HimayatSagar where the
presiding deity Lord Venkateswarais believed
to grant visas to all Bhakthas who initially prey
there wish circumambulating 11 rounds around
temple and after the wish was fulfilled, do it
again the second time for another 116 rounds.

2-8&9 : ANCIENT TAMARIND AND BANYAN
TREES IN NIZAMABAD AND ZAHEERABAD

There exists ancient Tamarind tree at
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Argul village in Nizamabad district along with
three more ancient trees of Tamarind and
aged more than hundred years,on a hillock.
Another Banyan tree is existing at Gottigaripalle
in Zaheerabad by the side of a temple. Both
these trees are historic attracting many tourists.

3-0 :CONCLUSION: :

This is a brief story of nine ancient historic
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trees existing in Telangana awaiting recognition
of historic hereditary status from the Govt. of
Telangana. Al the trees are recognized by
many organisations since they are attracting
large number of tourists. The exploration and
conservation efforts of VATA FOUNDATION
deserve all praise from all tree-friendly people in
India for their incredible perseverance in identifying
and documenting them on Google Earth Pro Map

The author is a retired DFO in the undivided AP, M-8125325399, 9347593393

Continuation from page No. 44

Department. Residents also participated by planting
trees on their own homesteads.

Impact of Campaign

The creation of environmental awareness was the
most significant aspect of the campaign, leaving a
lasting impression on the minds of residents. Although
tree plantation was not a new activity in urban areas,
the campaign made it more systematic and focused.
Government departments expanded their plantation
efforts in cities, and the quality of these initiatives
improved using advanced techniques (such as tall
saplings), increased investment, better maintenance,
and active public involvement. Residents played
a crucial role by acting as watchdogs, monitoring
the plantation efforts of government agencies.
Strategically located plantations encouraged public
participation in combatting pollution. These efforts
helped reduce Suspended Particulate Matter (SPM)

levels, contributing to improved living conditions for
residents. The commitment shown by the district
administration was exemplary—not only in Haryana
but across the country—as every arm of the
administration contributed wholeheartedly. Inspired
by this success, similar campaigns were initiated
in other districts. The press also played a vital
role in promoting the message of “Environmental
Conservation through Tree Plantations.” To maintain
and build on these achievements, the campaign
continued with renewed energy, as public awareness
and participation in environmental protection is a
continuous process. Under the dynamic leadership
of the District Administration, with the professional
expertise of the Forest Department, the cooperation
of civic agencies, and the active involvement
of industries and residents, tree plantations in
Faridabad was successfully carried out.

The author is a former PCCF Haryana, M-9876200784
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An Evening Etched in Green — A Baithak
of Friendly Forest Souls from

the Classes of 1952 to 1983
Dr. Padam Parkash Bhojvaid

Last winter, | undertook what could only be
described as a quiet pilgrimage to Dehradun—
the cradle of Indian forestry. Nestled in the gentle
embrace of the Shivalik foothills, where every
breeze carries the resinous scent of sal, chir
pine, and cedar, this city does not merely live in
the present—it remembers. Time walks here with
reverence, arm in arm with memory, and stories
rustle gently like leaves in an old-growth forest.

My mission was personal and profound: to
reconnect with Dr. Jagdish Chander Nautiyal, a
towering figure in global forestry, now in his mid-
nineties but as sharp, spirited, and luminous as
a Himalayan spring morning. He is not merely
a forester or a professor—he is an institution, a
bridge between ancient wisdom and modern
science, a scholar-sage whose life story is rooted
in the forest and branches out into the realms of
economics, policy, and spirituality.

An alumnus of the first few batches of the Indian
Forest College (Class of 1952), Dr. Nautiyal served
with distinction as a Divisional Forest Officer in the

lush green hills of Kumaon during the 1950s, before
moving on to pursue a Ph.D. at the University of
British Columbia in 1965. His doctoral research,
published in Forest Science—the top international
journal in its field—marked the first application
of linear programming to forest management. It
became a landmark contribution, inaugurating a
new era of research in forest economics, and the
model is still referred to by his name.

In his long and impactful academic career, primarily
at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Forestry,
he published over 100 refereed scientific articles
and played a leading role in implementing market-
based forest tenure and stumpage systems in
Ontario. His seminal textbook Forest Economics:
Principles and Applications, published in 1994 by
Natraj Publishers, continues to guide generations
of foresters in India and abroad. His legacy isn't
just etched in research papers—it lives in policies,
institutions, and the minds of scholars across
continents.

But even that distinguished arc was not the full
story.

At 65, most people begin the descent into
comfortable retirement. Dr. Nautiyal, however,
climbed a new peak—learning Persian. He wasn't
driven by novelty, but by a seeker’s hunger,
wanting to access the original mystic verses of
Rumi. Since then, he has been lovingly translating
The Mathnawi of Jalaluddin Rumi into Hindi—line
by line, spirit by spirit. Now, in his nineties, his
mornings are stillimmersed in metaphysical poetry
and his afternoons in the timeless resonance of
the Bhagavad Gita. He is a living library—not
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bound in leather and paper, but in breath, wisdom,
and humility.

It was to meet this sage of forestry and spirit that |
made my journey to Dehradun.

| was joined by two of his former Ph.D. students—
Professor Shashi Kant, a leading light at the
University of Toronto, and Dr. J.K. Das, a
respected name in Indian management education.
Now well into their own retirements, they still
bear the unmistakable imprint of their mentor—
rigour tempered by kindness, clarity anchored in
compassion.

Our gathering that day—mentor and mentees—
was a quiet constellation of shared purpose, a
small baithak under the vast sky of Indian forestry’s
legacy.

The grand old young man, as | fondly call him,
received us with mountain warmth and scholarly
mischief, clad in crisp blue jeans and a denim
shirt that defied age and declared style eternal.
Over a traditional Pahari lunch served in his
hillside home—each morsel tasting of folklore
and hearth—we were wrapped in the comforting
embrace of old stories, gentle jokes, and rich
silences.

But the true magic unfolded that evening at the
stately Forest Research Institute Rest House—a
colonial relic that still echoes with the footsteps
of foresters past. To commemorate the occasion,
two more stalwarts joined us: Mr. M.C. Ghildiyal
(1962 batch) and Dr. J.K. Rawat (1972 batch),
both giants in their own right, whose contributions
to Indian forestry have been both profound and
enduring.

They arrived with grace stitched into every
crease—impeccable suits, ties knotted with old-
school precision, shoes shined like mirrors. But it
wasn't mere attire that made them glow—it was
a bearing shaped by decades of dignified service
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and deep forest friendships.

What truly elevated the evening into a consecrated
baithak were the rituals of affection: libations
shared not in excess, but in remembrance. The
items shared and the food served told stories:
These weren't mere dishes; they were edible
heirlooms. We—the juniors at the table—offered
our own humble share: But in truth, we were
content to simply bask in the glow of our seniors—
their glasses, their laughter, their stories spanning
from Mall Road flirtations in the 1960s to chance
encounters with elephants in remote sal forests.

The evening ripened like a summer mango—
golden, sweet, and dripping with memory. The
Rest House itself seemed to lean in, its teak-
panelled walls soaking in every word. Laughter
rose like bugle calls across a forest clearing. No
one spoke of retirement. No one lamented age.
They spoke of trees, trails, timber auctions, and
moments when conscience trumped convenience.
Their anecdotes were not just tales—they were
oral history, storytelling as stewardship.

This wasn't a simple baithak. This was a sacred
grove of fellowship. A reunion not of individuals,
but of epochs. Six men from the classes of 1952 to
1983, each shaped by the ethos of the forest—its
patience, its quiet resolve, its generosity.

As we rose reluctantly from that memory-laden
table, | realised that the forest lives on—not just in
reserves and plantations, but in shared legacies,
in living friendships, in stories that travel like pollen
from one generation to the next.

May such evenings not fade into nostalgia but
blossom into a tradition. May foresters continue to
gather—not just in policy meetings and seminars,
but over informal settings to remember, recharge,
and recommit. May the canopy of camaraderie
stretch far and wide, rooted in humility, branching
into wisdom, and flowering into service—for the
forests we protect, and the future we must nurture.

The Author is a former PCCF (HoFF) of Haryana State, M-70879 56657
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Green Quiz — JuLY 2025
Quiz Master: Dr. K. Tirupataiah

1. Logo of the Mysore Sandal Soap has a
mythological creature having body of a Lion and
the head of an Elephant. What is the name given
to it?

2. Whois the author of the book ‘The Great
Nicobar Betrayal?

3. Which country’s scientists captured bio-
electrical signals from plants on to equipment
using large language models and got reply
language?

4. Which is the only Continent not to have
native Parrots? Their minds were blown when
they encountered these talkative birds.

5. This Jackfruit tree gives coppery red flakes
as against normal Yellow or White flakes. It earns
the owner over Rs.1.0 crore/year. What is the
name given to the tree?

6. Name the first Indian Woman to win a
Ramsar award for her work on sustainable
management of wetlands.

7. Which science fiction of late Jayant Vishnu
Narlekar was adopted for a film?

8. Rafaelis a French word. What element of
the nature does it literally represent?

9. Rann of Kutchch is an important region from
the environment point of view. What does mean
in Sanskrit?

10. The African trackers are famous for their
ability to track movement of animals and people.
In the Gujarat state, a community tracks the
movements of people from across the border and
informs the army. By what name are these skillful
people called?

For Students

1. Whatis Orange Economy?

2. Each dot ball in IPL25 meant planting how
many plants?

3. Inthe recent Indo-Pak conflict, mock drills
were held for citizens as part of civil defense.
Who is considered as the Founder of Civil
Defense in India?

4. In which National Park in MP are the
Cheetahs first reintroduced?

5. Which Indian state set up a Department of
“Future™?

Answers on page no : 53



July - 2025

I VANA PREMI

LEGAL NOTES
K. Buchiram Reddy

T. N. GodavarmanThirumulpad v. Union of India,
&0rs

and

Nagarik Chetna Manch v. State of Maharashtra,”
&0rs.

This case has a long history from the year 1878,
when the Forest Act was enacted.The Honourable
Chief Justice of India ShriBhushanR. Gavai wrote
the judgment in this case.lt is observed that
the case is a classic example of how the nexus
between the politicians, bureaucrats and builders
result in the conversion of precious forest land for
commercial purposes.

An area of Ac. 32.35 gts was constituted as
Reserved Forest under the old Forest Act from
out of Survey No 21,KondhwaBurdruk village in
Pune district of Maharashtra. In the year 1934,
the government de-reserved an area of Ac. 3.20
gts; the balance area of Ac. 29-15 gtsinSy No 21
of village, KondhwaBurdrukremains as reserved
forest and is the subject land of the litigation.

In the year 1960, the government acquired
some land in survey No. 37 of KondhwaBudruk,
belonging to ‘Chavan Family’ for the purpose of
constructing a hospital. In response to the request
made by the ‘Chavan Family’, the Tahsildar,
Haveli, by an order in 1968, released subject land
to the ‘Chavan Family’ for cultivation for a period
of one year (Eksali). This lease was not renewedin
1969. Maharashtra Government took a decision

that forest land given on lease, on Eksala basis,
should be permanently re-leased on cultivation by
lease holders.

The application was made in 1988, but by then,
the Forest Conservation Act 1980 came into effect
on 25 October 1980.Under the Act, no forest land
could be de-reserved or used for any non-forest
purposes, without the permission of the Central
Government. The Government of Maharashtra
on the recommendation of the Divisional
Commissioner and upon consulting the Deputy
Secretary to Government in law department
sanctioned the allotment of the subject land to
‘Chavan Family’and an order was issued by the
government of Maharashtra in 1998 accordingly.

After the land was allotted to the ‘Chavan Family’,
the Divisional Commissioner in 1999 granted
permission to ‘Chavan Family’ to sell the land
in question to the chief promoter of Richie Rich
Cooperative Housing Society Limited (RRCHS) for
residential purposes. The District Collector,Pune
in 2005, granted permission for use of the
subject land for non-agricultural purposesi.e for
constructional, residential purposes. In February
2006, the Pune Municipal Corporation issued
a commencement certificate and sanctioned
the building plan. Thereafter, in July 2007, the
Ministry for Environment and Forest (MoEF)
granted environmental clearance for construction
of RahejaRishimond Park, a residential shopping
and IT complex.
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After these developments, the petitioner,
NagrikChetna Munch approached the Supreme
Court challenging the allotment of Reserved
Forest land to private persons as its use for
construction of buildings is a violation of the Forest
Conservation Act. The court ordered CEC to
inquire into the matter, and submit its report. The
CEC reported that the allotment of subject land to
the RRCHS should be cancelled; the area should
be restored to Forest Department and the Senior
Functionaries and Officers of the Government of
Maharashtra who are responsible for the allotment
of reserved Forest land in violation of the Forest
Conservation Act should be prosecuted.

The Honorable Supreme Court framed the
following issues for consideration:

1. Whether the subject land is a forest;

2. Whether the Divisional Commissioner was
justified in recommending the allotment of subject
land in favour of the ‘Chavan Family’ and as to
whether the State Government was justified in
accepting the said recommendation;

3. Whether the doctrine of desuetude would be
applicable to the facts of the present case;

4. Whether the RRCHS could be said to be
beneficiary purchaser of the subject land and be
entitled to allotment of alternate piece of land;

5. Whether the doctrine of public trust would be
applicable to the facts and circumstances of the
present case.

The court after hearing the arguments of all the
interested parties made the following assessment
to the issues:

Referring to 1879 notification concerning the
subject land and the records of Forest Department,
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the court noted that this area continued to be
shown as Reserved Forest. However, in the
records maintained by Revenue Department, the
said area of Survey No. 21 ofKondhwaBudruk has
been recorded as “government grazing ground.”
The court also noted that the officers of the Forest
Department had addressed a number of letters to
the Collector, Pune for rectification of the revenue
records. It is amply clear that the said land was
notified as early as in 1879 as reserved forest
and the reservation continues to be so until date;
therefore, the subject land is a reserved forest.

Regarding the  Divisional ~ Commissioner
recommending the allotment of the entire subject
land to ‘Chavan Family’, the court said that after
theForest Conservation Act was brought into
effect, no State Government or any other authority,
unless there is prior approval, could have directed
anyReserved Forest, or any portion to cease to be
under the status of “reserved “or any forest land
or any portion thereof to be used for any non-
forest purpose. Under the Forest Conservation
Act, the forest land would not have been given by
way of lease or any other mode to any favoured
person unless there is approval of the Central
Government.

The court noted that the Deputy Secretaryto
Government had erred in relying on the judgment
in State ofBihar v. Bunsh Ram Modi (1985) 3SCC
643 by ignoring the observations made by the
court in Ambica Quarry Works v. State of Gujarat
(1987) 1SCC 213 and other specific directions
given by the court in the instant proceedings.
Therefore, the decision of the State Government
of allotting the land, and implementing the same
by the Collector, are not sustainable in law. Thus
the allotment of land in favour of the ‘Chavan
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Family’ by order dated 04.08 1998 and 28 08 1998
is not sustainable in law.

Regarding application of the doctrine of desuetude,
the court said that for application of the doctrine,
the statute must not only be required to be in
disuse for long duration but instead, a contrary
practice must also be prevalent. Taking note of
the contention raised by RRCSH that though
the subject land was shown as Reserved Forest
as far back as 1879, it was not used as forest
land for a long period, therefore it ceased to be
reserved Forest land; the court found it difficult to
appreciate the contention as the subject land has
been continuously recorded as Reserved Forest
in the forest records. Not only that the forest
authorities through a number of communications
has requested the revenue authorities to correct
the revenue entries and transfer the land to the
Forest Department.

In the instant case the legislative history would
clearly show that right from 1878, when the Forest
Act was enacted under section 34, the law with
regard to the protection and conservation of
forests has been consistently evolving more and
more in favour of protection of forest. Nothing is
brought on record to show that a practice contrary
to the proposal of the said Act was being applied.

On the question whether RRCHS was a bonafide
purchaser of the subject land, the court noted that
it is well settled law that the entries in the revenue
record do not confer any title to the property.
The court pointed out that after the lease was
not renewed in 1969, for a period of 20 years,
the member of the ‘Chavan Family’ kept silent.
It appears that only in the year 1988 they started
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moving the authorities for allotment of land in lieu
of compensation; however much prior to the actual
allotment of land in their favour, they had already
entered into transaction with the builders.

Examining the facts that the allotment to the
‘Chavan Family’, the court pointed out that the
allotment order dated 20.08 1998 specifically
prohibited the ‘Chavan Family’ from mortgaging,
donating, selling, partitioning or exchanging in any
other matter or allotting the said land on lease to any
other person without the permission of the District
Collector. The allotment order further mandated
the ‘Chavan Family’ to bring the said land under
cultivation within a period of two years from the
date of allotment. It further prohibited the said
land from being used for any other purpose than
agricultural purpose; furthermore, certain member
of the ‘Chavan Family’ also entered development
agreement and executed power of attorney in
favour of the promoter of RRCHS surrendering
their entire rights in his favour. Therefore, the court
found no substance in the bonafide purchaser’s
argument.

The fact that the agricultural land of the ‘Chavan
Family’ acquired was being misused by the
developers as a pretext for grabbing the valuable
piece of forest land for the purpose of commercial
development. For doing so, even the status of a
person belonging to a backward class was being
misused. The court further stated that RRCHS had,
with open eyes had entered into illegal transactions
with the ‘Chavan Family'’. With the direction of
the grant of alternate piece of land sought by the
RRCHS then it will amount to granting a premium
to the RRCHS for the illegalities committed by
them.



July - 2025

Considering whether the doctrine of public trust is
applicable to the instant case the court pointed out
that the then Minister for Revenue and the then
Divisional Commissioner had totally given a go-
bye to the doctrine of public trust. The facts on
record are glaring. Taking into consideration the
facts and circumstances, the court held that the
allotment of subject land to the ‘Chavan Family’
was in blatant disregard to the provisions of the
law. In asmuchas it was violated Section 2 of the
Forest Conservation Act as well as the directions
issued by the court from time to time.Hence the
allotment of 11.89 ha of reserved Forest land in
survey No. 21 of KondhwaBudruk village in Pune
district for agricultural purposes in 1998 and
subsequent permission for sale in favor or RRCHS
on 30.10.1999 was totally illegal.

Environmental clearance granted by the MOEF in
July 2007 to RRCHS is illegal and is accordingly
quashed.The court further held that the
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allotment of subject land was made ignoring the
communications of the Forest Department which
had insisted that the said land could not be allotted
inasmuchas the same was classified as forest
land. Thethen Minister of Revenue and the then
Divisional Commissioner, Pune have given a total
go- bye to the doctrine of public trust inasmuchas
valuable forest land was allotted to the ‘Chavan
Family' de horse. The court directed that the
possession of the subject land which is Reserved
Forest but is in possession of the Revenue
Department should be handed over to the Forest
Department within a period of 3 months from the
date of this instant judgment.

The case is heard by a Bench comprising the
Chief Justice Shri B.R.Gavai, Justice Augustine
George Masihi, and Juastice K. VinodChandran.
The judgment is pronounced 15.05.2025.

Source: Internet K.B.R. Reddy

The author is Dy.C.F (Rtd). He is on Phone 966 609 7788; and E-mail ID ; keesrabuchiram@gmail.com

10.Pagis (foot print trackers)

Quiz Answers: 1.Sharabha-combined virtues of Wisdom, Courage and Strength,2.Prof. PankajSekhsaria
on the proposed development projects,3.
Dr.JayashreeVencatesan, Chennai 7.Dhoomaketu (Comet); 8.Gust of Wind; 9.Marshy land,

Ireland, 4.Europe;5.Siddu, Tumakuru,

For School Students: 1.Creative economy-creativity, culture, intellectual property to generate wealth
and jobs, 2. 500 saplings-initiative of BCCI & Tata group, 3. E.RaghavendraRao, former CM of
Central Provinces & Berar; 4. Kuno National Park, 5. Haryana

KAR;6.
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SHRADDHANJALI TO LATE VALMIK THAPAR

Nirvano vadhyate vyaghro niryaghram / chidayate vanam Tasmad vyaghro/vanam

rakesdvayam vyghram cha palayat

If there is no forest, then the tiger gets killed;
If there is no tiger, then the forest gets destroyed;

Hence the tiger protects forest and the forest guards
the tiger.

ValmikThapar was a true follower of the precept
of Maha Bharat. He was a Wildlife and Tiger
Conservationist.ValmikThaparpassed away on
Saturday 31st May 2025 at Delhi in his residence.
He was 73. He was suffering from cancer since
about one year and made a prolonged battle
against it. He is survived by wife SanjanaKapoor
and son HamirThapar.He was born to Raj Thapar
and Ramesh Thapar in 1952 in Bombay.He was a
student of Doon School and graduated with a gold
medal in Sociology from St. Stephen’s College,
Delhi University.

ValmikThapar was the most eminent wildlife
conservationist and a member of the National Board
for Wildlife. He made significant contribution for the

--Maha Bharat

up-keep and improvement of RanthamboreNational
Park in Rajasthan with collaboration of another
wildlife specialist Sri.G.V.Reddy, IFS, who passed
away a year ago..

Fateh Singh Rathore, national parks legendary
and Field Director of Ranthambore was his
mentor.Ranthambore is a testimony to his deep
commitment and indefatigable zeal He established a
Foundation, an NGO, in 1987 for Ranthambore . He
spent more time in the field. Tadoba-Andheri Tiger
Reserve had the benefit of his advice. He enjoyed
time with camera and binoculars. Sanctuary Asia, a
wildlife magazine, gave him an award for his lifetime
achievement. He was equally zealous in writing; he
authored about 50 books mostly concerning his
observations of wildlife focusing mostly on Tigers.

ValmikThapar belongs to families of a large number
of eminent persons. We pay our homage to the late
ValmikThapar. May his soul rest in peace!

Source:Internet K.B.R Reddy
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